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Notes and guidance: Additional speaking 
guidance for range of language (Bengali) 
This additional guidance is common to all exam boards.  It should be used alongside 
the common criteria for assessment when deciding on a level for Range of 
Language. The exemplification of grammatical structures should not be seen as a 
checklist, but rather as an indication of the type of grammatical structures required to 
fulfil the requirements of the level.   
Learners may use rephrasing/repair strategies, eg adjusting the message, asking for 
clarification/repetition, self-correction. 
 

Grammatical structures at Pass 
might include 

Suggested examples of structures at this 
level 

• Short sentences with mostly single 
main clauses with basic word 
order  

 
• Familiar, common structures such 

as singular and plural noun forms, 
some appropriate use of articles 
and gender, basic negative 
expressions, common question 
words, possessive adjectives (1st 
person only) 
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Grammatical structures at Pass 
might include 

Suggested examples of structures at this 
level 

• Regular verbs and common 
irregular verbs in mainly the first 
and third person singular 

 

 

• Basic formations of present and 
past and/or future to make 
reference to present, past and/or 
future events 
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Grammatical structures at Merit might 
include 

Suggested examples of structures at 
this level 

• A mixture of short and longer
sentences using connectives

• More demanding structures such as
subordination, pronouns, less
common question words, and
negative expressions, comparative
adjectives.
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Grammatical structures at Merit might 
include 

Suggested examples of structures at this 
level 

• Less common regular and irregular 
verbs, reflexive verbs, different 
persons of the verb, singular and 
plural, use of common modal verbs 
with infinitives 
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Grammatical structures at Merit might 
include 

Suggested examples of structures at this 
level 

• The formation of present, past and
future tenses to make reference to
present past and future events
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Grammatical structures at Distinction 
might include 

Suggested examples of structures at 
this level 

• Extended sentences and sequences 
of speech, sometimes with more than 
one clause using complex word order 
including conjunctions  

 

 
• More demanding structures such as 

less common pronouns, infinitive 
clauses, less common constructions 
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Grammatical structures at Distinction 
might include 

Suggested examples of structures at 
this level 

• More complex verb structures

• Use of modal verbs in a range of
tenses
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Grammatical structures at Distinction 
might include 

Suggested examples of structures at 
this level 

• The formation of present, past and
future tenses to make reference to
present past and future events with a
range of tenses; this might include
less common examples of conditional
and imperfect tenses and some use
of the pluperfect




