
*
O
C
E
/
V
0
2
8
4
3
*

ADVANCED GCE

ANCIENT HISTORY (JACT) 2459
Document Study 2: Greek History
Section A: Herodotus on Persia
Section B: The Athenian Empire 450–410 BC
Section C: The Trial of Socrates

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name clearly in capital letters, your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces 
provided on the Answer Booklet.

• Use black ink. Pencil may be used for graphs and diagrams only.
• Read each question carefully and make sure that you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
• Answer two questions from either Section A or Section B or Section C.
• Both questions must come from the same section. One of the questions must be the asterisked one in 

that section.
• In answering the (b) sub-question of each question answered, you are expected throughout the paper to 

draw together the historical knowledge and skills acquired over the course as a whole, and to demonstrate 
overall historical understanding. You may make reference, where appropriate, to relevant material covered 
elsewhere in the course.

• Do not write in the bar codes.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.
• Up to 10 marks will be awarded for clarity of expression, structure of arguments, presentation of ideas, 

spelling, punctuation and grammar.
• The total number of marks for this paper is 100.
• This document consists of 12 pages. Any blank pages are indicated.

OCR is an exempt Charity
Turn over

© OCR 2009 [D/100/0775]
SP (NH) V02843/2

Candidates answer on the Answer Booklet

OCR Supplied Materials:
• 8 page Answer Booklet

Other Materials Required:
None

Wednesday 10 June 2009
Morning

Duration: 1 hour 15 minutes

* 2 4 5 9 *

THIS IS A LEGACY SPECIFICATION



2

2459 Jun09© OCR 2009

Answer two questions from either Section A or Section B or Section C.

Both questions must come from the same section.

Section A

Herodotus on Persia

Answer two questions. You may choose either Question 1 or Question 2.
You must then answer Question 3*.

In answering the (b) sub-question of each question answered, you are expected throughout the paper 
to draw together the historical knowledge and skills acquired over the course as a whole, and to 
demonstrate overall historical understanding. You may make reference, where appropriate, to relevant 
material covered elsewhere in the course.

1 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

Darius the king says: ‘When Ahura Mazda saw this earth in commotion, he thereafter 
bestowed it upon me, he made me king. I am king. By the favour of Ahura Mazda 
I subdued it; they did what I said, as was my desire. If now you should think “How 
many are the countries which Darius the king held?”,

look at the sculptures of those who bear the throne, then you will know. Then it will 
become known to you: the spear of a Persian man has gone far. Then shall it become 
known to you: a Persian man has given battle far indeed from Persia.’ Darius the 
king says: ‘That which has been done, all that I did by will of Ahura Mazda. Ahura 
Mazda brought me aid, until I had done the work. May Ahura Mazda protect me 
from harm, and my royal house, and this land. This I pray of Ahura Mazda, this may 
Ahura Mazda give me. ‘O man, that which is the command of Ahura Mazda, let it not 
seem repugnant to you. Do not leave the right path, do not raise rebellion!’

First inscription from Naqs-e Rustam
[Lactor 16, no. 48]

 (a) How accurate and reliable is this passage as a guide to how the Persian kings used religion 
to present themselves? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, how well does 
Herodotus understand the status and role of Persian kings? [25]

[Total: 45]

5
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2 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

For the captain of the Athenian trireme, on seeing her ram an enemy, naturally 
supposed that her ship was a Greek one, or else a deserter which was fighting on 
the Greek side; so he abandoned the chase and turned to attack elsewhere. That, 
then, was one piece of luck – that she escaped with her life; the other was that, by 
this very act, which harmed the king, she raised herself higher than ever in Xerxes’ 
esteem. For the story goes that Xerxes, who was watching the battle, observed the 
incident, and that one of the bystanders remarked: ‘Do you see, my lord, how well 
Artemisia is fighting? She has sunk an enemy ship.’ Xerxes asked if they were sure 
it was really Artemisia, and was told that there was no doubt whatever – they knew 
her ensign well, and of course supposed that it was an enemy ship that had been 
sunk. She was, indeed, lucky in every way – not least in the fact that there were no 
survivors from the Calyndian ship to accuse her. Xerxes’ comment on what was told 
him is said to have been: ‘My men have turned into women, my women into men.’

Herodotus 8.87
[Herodotus, The Histories, trans. A. de Sélincourt, rev. J. M. Marincola; Penguin]

 (a) How far does this passage help us understand relations between the different parts of the 
Persian forces at the battle of Salamis? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, how reliable is 
Herodotus in his depiction of Persian treatment of foreigners? [25]

 [Total: 45]
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3* Read the extracts and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extracts and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

A  When the boy was ten years old, his identity was revealed in the way I will now 
relate. He and some other boys were playing the game of ‘Kings’ in the street 
of the village, where Mitradates kept his oxen, and it so happened that Cyrus 
– the supposed son of the herdsman – was the one whom the boys picked as 
their king. In the course of their game, he was giving his subjects their various 
tasks – some to build houses, others to be his bodyguard, one to be the ‘king’s 
eye’, and another his messenger – when one of the players, who happened to 
be the son of a distinguished Mede called Artembares, refused to do what King 
Cyrus commanded, and Cyrus ordered his arrest. The other boys accordingly 
seized him, and Cyrus beat him savagely with a whip.

Herodotus 1.114
[Herodotus, The Histories, trans. A. de Sélincourt, ed. J. M. Marincola; Penguin]

B  As in the case of Smerdis, there are two accounts of her death; the Greeks 
say that Cambyses set a puppy and a lion-cub to fight, and that his wife was 
amongst the spectators; the puppy was getting the worst of it, when another 
from the same litter broke its chain and came to its brother’s help, and the two 
together proved too much for the cub. Cambyses enjoyed watching the fight, 
but his sister, who was sitting beside him, began to cry. Noticing her tears, 
Cambyses asked the reason for them, and she replied that it was the sight 
of the puppy coming to help its brother that made her weep; for she could not 
but remember Smerdis, and think how there was nobody now to come to help 
her husband. It was this remark which, according to the Greek version, made 
Cambyses put her to death.

Herodotus 3.32
[Herodotus, The Histories, trans. A. de Sélincourt, ed. J. M. Marincola; Penguin]

 (a) How far do these passages help us to understand relationships within the Persian royal 
household? [20]

 (b) On the basis of these passages and your own knowledge and understanding, how reliable is 
Herodotus’ account of the cruelty displayed by Persian kings? [25]

[Total: 45]
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Section B

The Athenian Empire, 450–410 BC

Answer two questions. You may choose either Question 4 or Question 5.
You must then answer Question 6*.

In answering the (b) sub-question of each question answered, you are expected throughout the paper 
to draw together the historical knowledge and skills acquired over the course as a whole, and to 
demonstrate overall historical understanding. You may make reference, where appropriate, to relevant 
material covered elsewhere in the course.

4 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

When the Spartans began to be annoyed at increasing Athenian power, Perikles 
increasingly urged the Athenians to think big and consider themselves capable of 
great achievements. He moved a decree to summon all Greeks living in any part 
of Europe or Asia, small cities and great, to spend representatives to a meeting 
in Athens to discuss the Greek temples, which the Persians had burnt down, and 
the sacrifices, which they owed to the gods because they had vowed them at the 
time of the battles against the Persians, and the sea, that all might sail about with 
impunity and keep the peace [of Kallias?]. 20 men aged over fifty were sent about 
these matters, 5 to summon the Ionians and Dorians in Asia and the islands as far 
as Lesbos and Rhodes, 5 went to the places in the Hellespont and Thrace as far as 
Byzantion, 5 to those in Boiotia, Phokis and the Peloponnese and from there via the 
Lokrians to the next part of the mainland as far as Akarnania and Ambrakia. The 
rest went via Euboia to Oita, the gulf of Malia, the Akhaians of Phthia, and Thessaly, 
trying to persuade them to come and share in counsels on peace and united Greek 
endeavours.

Plutarch, Perikles 17
[LACTOR 1, no. 65]

 (a) How reliable is this passage as evidence for Athenian intentions towards other Greek states 
at this time? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, how significant 
was religion for the Athenians as a means of controlling other states? [25]

[Total: 45]
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5 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

Such was the savage progress of the revolution. It seemed worse because it was 
the first. Later practically the whole of Greece was in convulsion: everywhere there 
was opposition between the democratic leaders who sought to bring in Athens and 
the oligarchs who sought to bring in the Spartans. In peace men had no excuse 
to summon them in and were not prepared to do so, but in a state of war when 
alliances were on offer which enabled the opposition to be harmed and yourself to 
make gains, occasions were readily at hand for those who wanted revolution. 

Thucydides, 3.82.1
[LACTOR 1, no. 211]

 (a) How useful is this passage in helping us to understand why states turned to the Athenians for 
help in this period? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, what impact did an 
alliance with the Athenians have on the internal politics of allied states? [25]

[Total: 45]

5
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6* Read the extracts and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extracts and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

A  If any Athenian [or ally commits an offence over] the tribute which [the cities 
have written on the tablet and] must [send to Athens] with their tribute-carriers, 
any [Athenian] or ally [shall be free to indict him before the prytaneis, and the 
prytaneis] are to bring [any indictment that anyone] makes to the Council [or else 
suffer a fine of 1,000 drachmas] each at their scrutiny. [Whatever penalty the 
Council] condemns [an offender to] shall only become valid when [immediately] 
confirmed [by the Heliaia]. When a [guilty verdict] is declared, the prytaneis [are 
to make] a decision as to what the offender should [pay or] suffer.

The Kleinias Decree, ML46
[LACTOR 1, no. 190]

B  ‘I myself am prepared to forgive those who revolt because they are unable 
to bear our imperial power or are compelled by our enemies. But the people 
who have revolted in this case are people who live on an island, with their own 
fortifications, have to fear our enemies only by sea, are equipped with triremes 
to face those enemies, are independent and are especially honoured by us. 
How can one describe what they have done other than as a plot and an uprising 
rather than a revolt – revolt is what people do in response to the application of 
force? They have tried to join with our bitterest enemies to destroy us. This is 
much worse than getting a force of their own and fighting against us.’

Thucydides 3.39.2
[LACTOR 1, no. 129]

 (a) How useful are these passages in helping us to understand the effects of Athenian interference 
in the allied states? [20]

 (b) On the basis of these passages and your own knowledge and understanding, why do you 
think the Athenians were keen to hold on to their allies? [25]

[Total: 45]

5

5
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Section C

The Trial of Socrates

Answer two questions. You may choose either Question 7 or Question 8.
You must then answer Question 9*.

In answering the (b) sub-question of each question answered, you are expected throughout the paper 
to draw together the historical knowledge and skills acquired over the course as a whole, and to 
demonstrate overall historical understanding. You may make reference, where appropriate, to relevant 
material covered elsewhere in the course.

Answer this question if you have studied the translation from 2002.

7 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

RIGHT:  This way. Let the audience see you. You’re always bold as brass, 
anyway.

WRONG:  Sure, do whatever you like. The more of an audience we have, the 
more soundly I’ll trounce you. 

RIGHT: Trounce me? What do you think you are? 
WRONG: An Argument, like you. 
RIGHT: Yes, a wrong Argument.
WRONG: Maybe, but I’ll still beat you, Right though you call yourself. 
RIGHT: How d’you think you’ll contrive to do that?
WRONG: Just by thinking out a few novel ideas.
RIGHT:  Yes, they’re in fashion now, aren’t they – because of those morons 

out there [indicating the audience].
WRONG: Morons indeed! They’re extremely intelligent. 
RIGHT: Anyway, I’ll thrash you. 
WRONG: [unconcerned]: Oh, how?
RIGHT: Simply by presenting the case for justice.
WRONG:  It’ll crumble as soon as I open my mouth. My position is that there 

isn’t any such thing as Justice.
RIGHT: No such thing?!
WRONG: Well, if there is, where is it to be found?
RIGHT: With the gods, of course.
WRONG:  Very well; in that case, why hasn’t Zeus been destroyed for putting his 

father in chains?

Aristophanes Clouds 890–905
[Aristophanes, Lysistrata and Other Plays, trans. Alan H. Sommerstein; Penguin (2002)]

 (a) How far does this passage help us to understand Socrates’ philosophical methods? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, to what extent do 
you think Socrates’ religious ideas posed a threat to Athenian society? [25]

[Total: 45]
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Answer this question if you have studied the translation from 1973.

Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to refer 
to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

RIGHT:  This way. Let the audience see you. You may be brazen but you’re not 
that brazen.

WRONG:  Sure, go wherever you like. The more of an audience we have, the 
more soundly I’ll trounce you.

RIGHT: Trounce me? What do you think you are?
WRONG: An Argument, like you.
RIGHT: Yes, a wrong Argument.
WRONG: Maybe, but I’ll still beat you, Right though you call yourself.
RIGHT: What sort of trick will you use?
WRONG: Oh, just a few new ideas.
RIGHT:  Yes, they’re in fashion now, aren’t they, [to the audience] because of 

you idiots.
WRONG: Idiots indeed! They’re extremely intelligent.
RIGHT: Anyway, I’ll wallop you.
WRONG: [unconcerned]: How?
RIGHT: Simply by putting my just case.
WRONG:  It’ll crumble as soon as I open my mouth. Anyway, there isn’t any such 

thing as Justice.
RIGHT: No Justice?!
WRONG: You think there is? Where is she?
RIGHT: Where the gods are, of course.
WRONG:  Very well; in that case, why didn’t she destroy Zeus for putting his 

father in chains?

Aristophanes Clouds 890–905
[Aristophanes, Lysistrata and Other Plays, trans. Alan H. Sommerstein; Penguin]

 (a) How far does this passage help us to understand Socrates’ philosophical methods? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, to what extent do 
you think Socrates’ religious ideas posed a threat to Athenian society? [25]

[Total: 45]
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8 Read the extract and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extract and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

The fact is that there is nothing in any of these charges; and if you have heard 
anyone say that I try to educate people and charge a fee, there is no truth in that 
either – though I think that it is a fine thing if a man has the ability to teach, as in the 
case of Gorgias of Leontini, Prodicus of Ceos and Hippias of Elis. Each one of these 
is perfectly capable of going into any city and actually persuading the young men to 
leave the company of their fellow-citizens, with any of whom they can associate for 
nothing, attach themselves to him, pay money for the privilege, and be grateful into 
the bargain. There is another expert too from Paros who I discovered was here on 
a visit. I happened to meet a man who has paid more in sophists’ fees than all the 
rest put together – I mean Callias, the son of Hipponicus; so I asked him (he has 
two sons, you see): ‘Callias,’ I said, ‘if your sons had been colts or calves, we should 
have had no difficulty in finding and engaging a trainer to make them excel in the 
appropriate qualities; and this trainer would have been some sort of horse-dealer or 
agriculturalist. But seeing that they are human beings, whom do you intend to get as 
their instructor?’

Plato Apology 19–20
[Plato, The Last Days of Socrates, trans. H. Tredinnick; Penguin]

 (a) How far does this passage help us understand Socrates’ relationship with the sophists? [20]

 (b) On the basis of this passage and your own knowledge and understanding, to what extent do 
you think the Athenians were right to find Socrates guilty of corrupting the young? [25]

[Total: 45]
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9* Read the extracts and then answer both parts of the question which follows. You are expected to 
refer to the extracts and to use your own knowledge in your answers.

A  I have often wondered what arguments Socrates’ accusers can possibly 
have used to convince the people of Athens that he deserved execution. The 
indictment against him ran something like this: Socrates is a malefactor, firstly, 
in that he does not recognize the gods recognized by the State, but introduces 
new deities; secondly, in that he corrupts the young.

Xenophon Memoirs of Socrates 1.1.1
[Xenophon, Conversations of Socrates, trans. H. Tredinnick and R. Waterfield; Penguin]

B  Then what if the Laws say, ‘Was there provision for this in the agreement 
between you and us, Socrates? Or did you undertake to abide by whatever 
judgements the State pronounced?’ If we expressed surprise at such language, 
they would probably say: ‘Don’t be surprised at what we say, Socrates, but 
answer our questions; after all, you are accustomed to the method of question 
and answer. Come now, what charge do you bring against us and the State, 
that you are trying to destroy us? Did we not give you life in the first place? Was 
it not through us that your father married your mother and brought you into this 
world? Tell us, have you any complaint against those of us Laws that deal with 
marriage?’ ‘No, none,’ I should say.

Plato Crito 50c-d
[Plato, The Last Days of Socrates, trans. H. Tredinnick; Penguin]

 (a) How far do these passages help us to understand how Socrates may have viewed the charges 
laid against him? [20]

 (b) On the basis of these passages and your own knowledge and understanding, to what extent 
do you think that Socrates’ own actions were the cause of his conviction? [25]

 [Total: 45]

5

5

10



12

2459 Jun09© OCR 2009

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations, is given to all schools that receive assessment material and is freely available to download from our public 
website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1PB. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


