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Advanced GCE 2986
CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 3 (Commentary and Essay)

PLATO AND SOPHOCLES Afternoon

TUESDAY 12 JUNE 2007 Time: 1 hour 45 minutes

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (16 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer two questions from Section A and one question from Section B.

• You may, if you wish, answer all questions on the same author.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• Each question is marked out of 40 marks including 4 marks for quality of written communication.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer two questions from Section A and one question from Section B.

Section A

Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Group B: Non-Historical Prose Author

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

!Ακουε δ(, µ)λλον δ, -ποκρ0νου.
1Ερ3τα.
Μ0µησιν :λω< =χοι< ?ν µοι ε@πεAν :τι ποτ� Bστ0ν;  οCδ, γEρ τοι αCτF< πEνυ τι

συννοG τ0 βοIλεται εJναι.
KΗ που ?ρ�, =φη, BγN συννο(σω.
ΟCδPν γε, Qν δ� Bγ3, ?τοπον, BπεR πολλE τοι SξIτερον βλεπUντων -µβλIτερον

VρGντε< πρUτεροι εJδον.
!Εστιν, =φη, οWτω<· -λλX σοY παρUντο< οCδ� Zν προθυµηθ\ναι ο]U< τε ε^ην ε@πεAν, ε^

τ0 µοι καταφα0νεται, -λλ� αCτF< :ρα.
ΒοIλει ο`ν BνθPνδε -ρξ3µεθα BπισκοποYντε<, Bκ τ\< ε@ωθυ0α< µεθUδου;  εJδο< γEρ

ποI τι aν bκαστον ε@3θαµεν τ0θεσθαι περR bκαστα τX πολλE, ο]< ταCτFν cνοµα
BπιφPροµεν.  d οC µανθEνει<;
ΜανθEνω.
ΘGµεν δf καR νYν :τι βοIλει τGν πολλGν.  ο]ον, ε@ �θPλει<, πολλα0 ποI ε@σι κλAναι

καR τρEπεζαι.
ΠG< δ� οi;
1ΑλλX @δPαι γP που περR ταYτα τX σκεIη δIο, µ0α µ,ν κλ0νη<, µ0α δ, τραπPζη<.
Να0.
ΟCκοYν καR ε@3θαµεν λPγειν :τι V δηµιουργF< kκατPρου τοY σκεIου< πρF< τfν @δPαν

βλPπων οWτω ποιεA V µ,ν τX< κλ0να<, V δ, τX< τραπPζα<, α]< lµεA< χρ3µεθα, καR
τmλλα κατX ταCτE;  οC γEρ που τ(ν γε @δPαν αCτfν δηµιουργεA οCδεR< τGν
δηµιουργGν.
ΠG< γEρ;
ΟCδαµG<.

PLATO, Republic X. 595c–596b

(a) !Ακουε δ( . . . ΜανθEνω (lines 1–13): what indications are there in these lines that Socrates,
rather than Glaucon, is the dominant force in this argument? Refer both to the content of the
lines and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) εJδο< γEρ ποI . . . ΟCδαµG< (lines 10–24): in your own words, explain the ideas that Socrates
is using in these lines and trace the development of his argument. Show how he goes on to
extend these ideas to artists and poets. [18]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ταCτUν που lµAν µPγεθο< BγγIθεν τε καR πUρρωθεν διX τ\< cψεω< οCκ ^σον φα0νεται.
ΟC γEρ.
ΚαR ταCτX καµπIλα τε καR εCθPα Bν Wδατ0 τε θεωµPνοι< καR =ξω, καR κοAλE τε δf

καR BξPχοντα διX τfν περR τX χρ3µατα α` πλEνην τ\< cψεω<, καR π)σE τι< ταραχf
δ(λη lµAν BνοYσα αCτf Bν τp ψυχp· q δf lµGν τr παθ(µατι τ\< φIσεω< l
σκιαγραφ0α BπιθεµPνη γοητε0α< οCδ,ν -πολε0πει, καR l θαυµατοποι0α καR ?λλαι
πολλαR τοιαYται µηχανα0.
1Αληθ\.
KΑρ� ο`ν οC τF µετρεAν καR -ριθµεAν καR sστEναι βο(θειαι χαριPσταται πρF< αCτX

BφEνησαν, tστε µf ?ρχειν Bν lµAν τF φαινUµενον µεAζον d =λαττον d πλPον d
βαρIτερον, -λλX τF λογισEµενον καR µετρ\σαν d καR στ\σαν;
ΠG< γXρ οi;
1ΑλλX µfν τοYτU γε τοY λογιστικοY Zν ε^η τοY Bν ψυχp =ργον.
ΤοIτου γXρ οvν.
ΤοIτw δ, πολλEκι< µετρ(σαντι καR σηµα0νοντι µε0ζω ?ττα εJναι d BλEττω bτερα

kτPρων d ^σα τ-ναντ0α φα0νεται xµα περR ταCτE.
Να0.
ΟCκοYν =φαµεν τr αCτr xµα περR ταCτX Bναντ0α δοξEζειν -δIνατον εJναι;
ΚαR SρθG< γ� =φαµεν.
ΤF παρX τX µPτρα ?ρα δοξEζον τ\< ψυχ\< τr κατX τX µPτρα οCκ Zν ε^η ταCτUν.
ΟC γXρ ο`ν.
1ΑλλX µfν τF µPτρw γε καR λογισµr πιστεYον βPλτιστον Zν ε^η τ\< ψυχ\<.
Τ0 µ(ν;
ΤF ?ρα τοIτw BναντιοIµενον τGν φαIλων ?ν τι ε^η Bν lµAν.
1ΑνEγκη.
ΤοYτο το0νυν διοµολογ(σασθαι βουλUµενο< =λεγον :τι l γραφικf καR :λω< l

µιµητικf πUρρω µ,ν τ\< -ληθε0α< yν τF αzτ\< =ργον -περγEζεται, πUρρω δ� α`
φρον(σεω< cντι τr Bν lµAν προσοµιλεA τε καR kτα0ρα καR φ0λη BστRν Bπ� οCδενR zγιεA
οCδ� -ληθεA.

PLATO, Republic X. 602c–603b

(a) ταCτUν που lµAν . . . d καR στ\σαν (lines 1–11): what problems does Socrates identify with
human perception, and what are their solutions? Show how vividly he makes his points by
referring both to the content of his words and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) 1ΑλλX µfν τοYτU γε . . . οCδ� -ληθεA (lines 13–29): how does Plato develop the ideas above in
a forceful way to draw conclusions about the soul and about poetry? Refer both to the content of
his words and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]
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Group C: Tragedy

3 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ   ΚΛΥΤΑΙΜΗΣΤΡΑ   ΠΑΙ∆ΑΓΩΓΟΣ
ΗΛ. ο^µοι τEλαινα· νYν γXρ ο@µGξαι πEρα,

1ΟρPστα, τfν σfν ξυµφορEν, :θ� �δ� =χων
πρF< τ\σδ� zβρ0ζ� µητρU<.  mρ� =χει καλG<;

ΚΛ. οiτοι σI· κεAνο< δ� �< =χει καλG< =χει.
ΗΛ. ?κουε, ΝPµεσι τοY θανUντο< -ρτ0ω<.
ΚΛ. �κουσεν �ν δεA κ-πεκIρωσεν καλG<.
ΗΛ. Wβριζε· νYν γXρ εCτυχοYσα τυγχEνει<.
ΚΛ. οiκουν 1ΟρPστη< καR σ� παIσετον τEδε;
ΗΛ. πεπαIµεθ� lµεA<, οCχ :πω< σε παIσοµεν.
ΚΛ. πολλGν Zν �κοι<, � ξPν�, ?ξιο< τυχεAν,

ε@ τ(νδ� =παυσα< τ\< πολυγλ3σσου βο\<.
ΠΑ. οCκοYν -ποστε0χοιµ� ?ν, ε@ τEδ� ε` κυρεA.
ΚΛ. �κιστ�· Bπε0περ οiτ� BµοY κατEξι� Zν

πρEξεια< οiτε τοY πορεIσαντο< ξPνου.
-λλ� ε^σιθ� ε^σω· τ(νδε δ� =κτοθεν βο)ν
=α τE θ� αzτ\< καR τX τGν φ0λων κακE.

ΗΛ. mρ� zµRν �< -λγοYσα κ�δυνωµPνη
δεινG< δακρYσαι κ-πικωκYσαι δοκεA
τFν υsFν l δIστηνο< �δ� SλωλUτα;
-λλ� BγγελGσα φροYδο<.  � τEλαιν� Bγ3·
1ΟρPστα φ0λταθ�, t< µ� -π3λεσα< θαν3ν.
-ποσπEσα< γXρ τ\< Bµ\< ο^χ� φρενF<
α� µοι µUναι παρ\σαν Bλπ0δων =τι,
σ, πατρF< �ξειν ζGντα τιµωρUν ποτε
κ-µοY ταλα0νη<.  νYν δ, ποA µε χρf µολεAν;
µUνη γEρ ε@µι, σοY τ� -πεστερηµPνη
καR πατρU<.  �δη δεA µε δουλεIειν πEλιν
Bν τοAσιν Bχθ0στοισιν -νθρ3πων Bµο0,
φονεYσι πατρU<.  mρE µοι καλG< =χει;
-λλ� οi τι µfν =γωγε τοY λοιποY χρUνου
ξIνοικο< ε^σειµ�, -λλX τpδε πρF< πIλ�
παρεAσ� Bµαυτfν ?φιλο< αCανG β0ον.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 788–819

(a) οiτοι σI . . . κακE (lines 4–16): what impression do you get of Clytemnestra, and how does
Sophocles convey it? [18]

(b) � τEλαιν� Bγ3 . . . αCανG β0ον (lines 20–32): how does Sophocles’ language make this lament
especially pitiful? Refer both to the content of the lament and to the way in which it is
presented. [18]
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4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΑΙΓΙΣΘΟΣ   ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ   ΟΡΕΣΤΗΣ
ΑΙ. σP τοι, σ, κρ0νω, ναR σP, τfν Bν τr πEρο<

χρUνw θρασεAαν· �< µEλιστα σοR µPλειν
οJµαι, µEλιστα δ� Zν κατειδυAαν φρEσαι.

ΗΛ. =ξοιδα· πG< γXρ οCχ0;  συµφορ)< γXρ Zν
=ξωθεν ε^ην τGν BµGν γε φιλτEτων.

ΑΙ. ποY δ\τ� Zν εJεν οs ξPνοι;  δ0δασκP µε.
ΗΛ. =νδον· φ0λη< γXρ προξPνου κατ(νυσαν.
ΑΙ. Q καR θανUντ� �γγειλαν �< BτητIµω<;
ΗΛ. οiκ, -λλX κ-πPδειξαν, οC λUγw µUνον.
ΑΙ. πEρεστ� ?ρ� lµAν tστε κ-µφαν\ µαθεAν;
ΗΛ. πEρεστι δ\τα καR µEλ� ?ζηλο< θPα.
ΑΙ. Q πολλX χα0ρειν µ� εJπα< οCκ ε@ωθUτω<.
ΗΛ. χα0ροι< ?ν, ε^ σοι χαρτX τυγχEνει τEδε.
ΑΙ. σιγ)ν ?νωγα κ-ναδεικνIναι πIλα<

π)σιν Μυκηνα0οισιν 1Αργε0οι< θ� Vρ)ν,
�< ε^ τι< αCτGν Bλπ0σιν κεναA< πEρο<
Bξ�ρετ� -νδρF< τοYδε, νYν VρGν νεκρFν
στUµια δPχηται τ-µE, µηδ, πρF< β0αν
BµοY κολαστοY προστυχNν φIσ� φρPνα<.

ΗΛ. καR δf τελεAται τ-π� BµοY· τr γXρ χρUνw
νοYν =σχον, tστε συµφPρειν τοA< κρε0σσοσιν.

ΑΙ. � ΖεY, δPδορκα φEσµ� ?νευ φθUνου µ,ν οC
πεπτωκU<· ε@ δ� =πεστι νPµεσι< οC λPγω.
χαλ)τε π)ν κEλυµµ� -π� SφθαλµGν, :πω<
τF συγγενP< τοι κ-π� BµοY θρ(νων τIχ�.

ΟΡ. αCτF< σ� βEσταζ�· οCκ BµFν τUδ�, -λλX σUν,
τF ταYθ� Vρ)ν τε καR προσηγορεAν φ0λω<.

ΑΙ. -λλ� ε` παραινεA<, κ-πιπε0σοµαι· σ� δP,
ε^ που κατ� οJκUν µοι Κλυταιµ(στρα, κEλει.

ΟΡ. αWτη πPλα< σοY· µηκPτ� ?λλοσε σκUπει.
SOPHOCLES, Electra 1445–1474

(a) σP τοι . . . τυγχEνει τEδε (lines 1–13) and αCτF< . . . σκUπει (lines 26–30): discuss Sophocles’
use of dramatic irony in these passages. Refer both to the content of these lines and to the
way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) σιγ)ν . . . τIχ� (lines 14–25): how is Aegisthus portrayed in these lines? Refer both to the
content of his words and to the way in which it is presented. [18]
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Section B

Answer one question. Each question carries 40 marks.

In answering the essay questions in this Section, candidates are expected to be familiar with the
following parts of the text, whether read in Greek or in translation:

1 Plato, Republic X. 595a1–609d3
2 Sophocles, Electra

1 The views about poets and poetry expressed in Republic X have often struck people as
outrageous. Do you share this reaction, or do you think that Plato can be defended?

2 How does Sophocles engage the emotions of the audience in Electra?



BLANK PAGE

7

© OCR 2007 2986 Jun07



Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (OCR) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), 
which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.

© OCR 2007 2986 Jun07

8




