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Literature 1 (Commentary)

SOPHOCLES Afternoon
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Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer both questions.

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer both questions.

Group C: Tragedy

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
ε) γ+ρ κτενο1µεν 2λλον 4ντ� 2λλου, σ7 τοι
πρ:τη θ=νοι> 2ν, ε) δ@κη> γε τυγχ=νοι>.
4λλ� ε)σBρα µD σκEψιν οGκ οHσαν τ@θη>.
ε) γ+ρ θIλει>, δ@δαξον 4νθ� Kτου ταν1ν
αLσχιστα π=ντων Nργα δρOσα τυγχ=νει>,
Pτι> ξυνε7δει> τQ παλαµνα@R, µεθ� οS
πατIρα τTν 4µTν πρBσθεν Uξαπ:λεσα>,
καV παιδοποιεW>, τοX> δY πρBσθεν εGσεβεW>
κ4ξ εGσεβOν βλαστBντα> Uκβαλο1σ� Nχει>.
πO> τα1τ� UπαινIσαιµ� 2ν;  [ καV τα1τ� UρεW>
\> τE> θυγατρT> 4ντ@ποινα λαµβ=νει>;
α)σχρO> γ�, U=ν περ καV λIγ]>.  οG γ+ρ καλTν
UχθροW> γαµεWσθαι τE> θυγατρT> ο^νεκα.
4λλ� οG γ+ρ οGδY νουθετεWν Nξεστ@ σε,
_ π`σαν aη> γλOσσαν \> τDν µητIρα
κακοστοµο1µεν.  κα@ σ� Nγωγε δεσπBτιν
[ µητIρ� οGκ Nλασσον ε)> bµ`> νIµω,
_ ζO β@ον µοχθηρBν, Nκ τε σο1 κακοW>
πολλοW> 4εV ξυνο1σα το1 τε συννBµου.
d δ� 2λλο> Nξω, χεWρα σDν µBλι> φυγ:ν,
τλfµων gΟρIστη> δυστυχE τρ@βει β@ον·
iν πολλ+ δf µI σοι τρIφειν µι=στορα
Uπ]τι=σω· καV τBδ�, εLπερ Nσθενον,
Nδρων 2ν, εH το1τ� Lσθι.  το1δI γ� ο^νεκα
κfρυσσI µ� ε)> jπαντα>, εLτε χρk> κακDν
εLτε στBµαργον εLτ� 4ναιδε@α> πλIαν.
ε) γ+ρ πIφυκα τOνδε τOν Nργων Lδρι>,
σχεδBν τι τDν σDν οG καταισχ7νω φ7σιν.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 582–609

(a) From the speeches preceding this passage, summarise in your own words the excuses
Clytemnestra has given for murdering her husband. [9]

(b) Lines 1–13 (ε) γ+ρ κτενο1µεν . . . τE> θυγατρT> ο^νεκα): to what crimes of Clytemnestra does
Electra refer, and what accusations does she make, in these lines? Identify and discuss three
examples, referring closely to the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Lines 14–28 (4λλ� οG γ+ρ . . . οG καταισχ7νω φ7σιν): Clytemnestra has claimed that Electra
is slandering her mother. Show how in these lines Electra defends herself by launching an
effective counter-attack.You should make close reference both to the content and to the style
of the Greek, and support your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
παρουσ@αν µYν οlσθα καV σ7 που φ@λων
\> οmτι> bµWν Uστιν, 4λλ� nΑιδη> λαβoν
4πεστIρηκε καV µBνα λελε@µµεθον.
Uγo δ� pω> µYν τTν κασ@γνητον β@R
θ=λλοντ� Nτ� ε)σfκουον, εlχον Uλπ@δα>
φBνου ποτ� αGτTν πρ=κτορ� aξεσθαι πατρB>·
ν1ν δ� bν@κ� οGκIτ� Nστιν, U> σY δD βλIπω,
Kπω> τTν αGτBχειρα πατρqου φBνου
ξXν τkδ� 4δελφk µD κατοκνfσει> κτανεWν
ΑLγισθον· οGδYν γ=ρ σε δεW κρ7πτειν µ� Nτι.
ποW γ+ρ µενεW> rsθυµο>, U> τ@ν� Uλπ@δων
βλIψασ� Nτ� tρθfν;  u π=ρεστι µYν στIνειν
πλο7του πατρqου κτEσιν UστερηµIν],
π=ρεστι δ� 4λγεWν U> τοσBνδε το1 χρBνου
2λεκτρα γηρ=σκουσαν 4νυµIναι= τε.
καV τOνδε µIντοι µηκIτ� Uλπ@σ]> Kπω>
τε7ξ] ποτ�· οG γ+ρ vδ� 2βουλB> Uστ� 4νDρ
ΑLγισθο> wστε σBν ποτ� [ κ4µTν γIνο>
βλαστεWν U`σαι, πηµονDν αxτQ σαφE.
4λλ� [ν Uπ@σπ] τοW> UµοW> βουλε7µασιν,
πρOτον µYν εGσIβειαν Uκ πατρT> κ=τω
θανBντο> οLσ] το1 κασιγνfτου θ� jµα·
Nπειτα δ�, wσπερ UξIφυ>, UλευθIρα
καλk τT λοιπTν καV γ=µων Uπαξ@ων
τε7ξ]· φιλεW γ+ρ πρT> τ+ χρηστ+ π`> dρ`ν.
λBγων γε µDν εmκλειαν οGχ dρy> Kσην
σαυτk τε κ4µοV προσβαλεW> πεισθεWσ� Uµο@;

SOPHOCLES, Electra 948–974

(a) Lines 1–19 (παρουσ@αν . . . σαφE): how does Electra try to persuade Chrysothemis to join her
in her plot? You should refer both to the points that she makes and to the forcefulness of the
language which she uses to make them. Support your discussion with at least four examples
from the text. [30]

(b) Lines 20–27 (4λλ� [ν Uπ@σπ] . . . πεισθεWσ� Uµο@): what benefits does Electra promise
Chrysothemis if she joins in her plan? Identify and discuss three benefits, referring closely to
the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Briefly summarise the reply that Chrysothemis gives to Electra’s speech. [9]
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