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Advanced GCE 2988
CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 3 (Commentary and Essay)

SOPHOCLES Afternoon

TUESDAY 12 JUNE 2007 Time: 1 hour 45 minutes

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (16 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer all the questions in Section A and Section B.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• Each question is marked out of 40 marks including 4 marks for written communication.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer Section A and Section B.

Section A

Answer both questions.

Group C: Tragedy

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ   ΚΛΥΤΑΙΜΗΣΤΡΑ   ΠΑΙ∆ΑΓΩΓΟΣ
ΗΛ. ο2µοι τ5λαινα· ν9ν γ;ρ ο=µ>ξαι π5ρα,

AΟρBστα, τDν σDν ξυµφορ5ν, Gθ� Iδ� Kχων
πρNO τPσδ� QβρSζU µητρWO.  Xρ� Kχει καλ>O;

ΚΛ. ο[τοι σ\· κε]νοO δ� ^O Kχει καλ>O Kχει.
ΗΛ. _κουε, ΝBµεσι το9 θανWντοO aρτSωO.
ΚΛ. bκουσεν Iν δε] κaπεκ\ρωσεν καλ>O.
ΗΛ. cβριζε· ν9ν γ;ρ εdτυχο9σα τυγχ5νειO.
ΚΛ. ο[κουν AΟρBστηO καe σf πα\σετον τ5δε;
ΗΛ. πεπα\µεθ� gµε]O, οdχ GπωO σε πα\σοµεν.
ΚΛ. πολλ>ν hν iκοιO, j ξBν�, _ξιοO τυχε]ν,

ε= τkνδ� KπαυσαO τPO πολυγλlσσου βοPO.
ΠΑ. οdκο9ν aποστεSχοιµ� _ν, ε= τ5δ� εm κυρε].
ΚΛ. iκιστ�· nπεSπερ ο[τ� nµο9 κατ5ξι� hν

πρ5ξειαO ο[τε το9 πορε\σαντοO ξBνου.
aλλ� ε2σιθ� ε2σω· τkνδε δ� Kκτοθεν βοoν
Kα τ5 θ� αQτPO καe τ; τ>ν φSλων κακ5.

ΗΛ. Xρ� Qµeν ^O aλγο9σα κpδυνωµBνη
δειν>O δακρ9σαι κaπικωκ9σαι δοκε]
τNν υqNν g δ\στηνοO Iδ� rλωλWτα;
aλλ� nγγελ>σα φρο9δοO.  s τ5λαιν� nγl·
AΟρBστα φSλταθ�, tO µ� aπlλεσαO θανlν.
aποσπ5σαO γ;ρ τPO nµPO ο2χU φρενNO
αu µοι µWναι παρPσαν nλπSδων Kτι,
σv πατρNO iξειν ζ>ντα τιµωρWν ποτε
κaµο9 ταλαSνηO.  ν9ν δv πο] µε χρD µολε]ν;
µWνη γ5ρ ε=µι, σο9 τ� aπεστερηµBνη
καe πατρWO.  bδη δε] µε δουλε\ειν π5λιν
nν το]σιν nχθSστοισιν aνθρlπων nµοS,
φονε9σι πατρWO.  Xρ5 µοι καλ>O Kχει;
aλλ� ο[ τι µDν Kγωγε το9 λοιπο9 χρWνου
ξ\νοικοO ε2σειµ�, aλλ; τwδε πρNO π\λU
παρε]σ� nµαυτDν _φιλοO αdαν> βSον.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 788–819

(a) ο[τοι σ\ . . . κακ5 (lines 4–16): what impression do you get of Clytemnestra, and how does
Sophocles convey it? [18]

(b) s τ5λαιν� nγl . . . αdαν> βSον (lines 20–32): how does Sophocles’ language make this lament
especially pitiful? Refer both to the content of the lament and to the way in which it is
presented. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]

[Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΑΙΓΙΣΘΟΣ   ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ   ΟΡΕΣΤΗΣ
ΑΙ. σB τοι, σv κρSνω, ναe σB, τDν nν τy π5ροO

χρWνz θρασε]αν· ^O µ5λιστα σοe µBλειν
ο{µαι, µ5λιστα δ� hν κατειδυ]αν φρ5σαι.

ΗΛ. Kξοιδα· π>O γ;ρ οdχS;  συµφορoO γ;ρ hν
Kξωθεν ε2ην τ>ν nµ>ν γε φιλτ5των.

ΑΙ. πο9 δPτ� hν ε{εν οq ξBνοι;  δSδασκB µε.
ΗΛ. Kνδον· φSληO γ;ρ προξBνου κατkνυσαν.
ΑΙ. | καe θανWντ� bγγειλαν ^O nτητ\µωO;
ΗΛ. ο[κ, aλλ; κaπBδειξαν, οd λWγz µWνον.
ΑΙ. π5ρεστ� _ρ� gµ]ν tστε κaµφανP µαθε]ν;
ΗΛ. π5ρεστι δPτα καe µ5λ� _ζηλοO θBα.
ΑΙ. | πολλ; χαSρειν µ� ε{παO οdκ ε=ωθWτωO.
ΗΛ. χαSροιO _ν, ε2 σοι χαρτ; τυγχ5νει τ5δε.
ΑΙ. σιγoν _νωγα κaναδεικν\ναι π\λαO

πoσιν ΜυκηναSοισιν AΑργεSοιO θ� }ρoν,
^O ε2 τιO αdτ>ν nλπSσιν κενα]O π5ροO
nξ~ρετ� aνδρNO το9δε, ν9ν }ρ>ν νεκρNν
στWµια δBχηται τaµ5, µηδv πρNO βSαν
nµο9 κολαστο9 προστυχ�ν φ\σU φρBναO.

ΗΛ. καe δD τελε]ται τaπ� nµο9· τy γ;ρ χρWνz
νο9ν Kσχον, tστε συµφBρειν το]O κρεSσσοσιν.

ΑΙ. j Ζε9, δBδορκα φ5σµ� _νευ φθWνου µvν οd
πεπτωκWO· ε= δ� Kπεστι νBµεσιO οd λBγω.
χαλoτε πoν κ5λυµµ� aπ� rφθαλµ>ν, GπωO
τN συγγενBO τοι κaπ� nµο9 θρkνων τ\χU.

ΟΡ. αdτNO σf β5σταζ�· οdκ nµNν τWδ�, aλλ; σWν,
τN τα9θ� }ρoν τε καe προσηγορε]ν φSλωO.

ΑΙ. aλλ� εm παραινε]O, κaπιπεSσοµαι· σf δB,
ε2 που κατ� ο{κWν µοι Κλυταιµkστρα, κ5λει.

ΟΡ. αcτη πBλαO σο9· µηκBτ� _λλοσε σκWπει.
SOPHOCLES, Electra 1445–1474

(a) σB τοι . . . τυγχ5νει τ5δε (lines 1–13) and αdτNO . . . σκWπει (lines 26–30): discuss Sophocles’
use of dramatic irony in these passages. Refer both to the content of these lines and to the
way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) σιγoν . . . τ\χU (lines 14–25): how is Aegisthus portrayed in these lines? Refer both to the
content of his words and to the way in which it is presented. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]

[Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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Section B

Answer the following question. The question carries 40 marks.

In answering the essay question in this Section, candidates are expected to be familiar with the
following parts of the text, whether read in Greek or in translation:

Sophocles, Electra

1 How does Sophocles engage the emotions of the audience in Electra?




