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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name in capital letters, your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces 
provided on the Answer Booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate Answer Booklet provided.

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting 
your answer.

• Answer any two questions. You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or 
part question.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 120.
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Additional materials (enclosed): None

Additional materials (required):
Answer Booklet (8 pages)



2

© OCR 2008 2979 Jun08

Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Group C: Tragedy

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΚΛΥΤΑΙΜΗΣΤΡΑ
+ γ-ρ ∆0κη νιν ε6λεν, ο9κ :γ; µ<νη,
= χρ?ν σ� AρBγειν, εC φρονοEσ� :τGγχανεI.
:πεK πατLρ σMI οNτοI, Oν θρηνεQI Aε0,
τLν σLν Rµαιµον µοEνοI SΕλλBνων Vτλη
θEσαι θεοQσιν, ο9κ Wσον καµ;ν :µοK
λGπηI, Rτ� Vσπειρ�, Xσπερ + τ0κτουσ� :γZ.
ε[εν· δ0δαξον δB µε τοE χ^ριν, τ0νων
Vθυσεν α9τBν.  π<τερον _Αργε0ων :ρεQI;
Aλλ� ο9 µετ?ν α9τοQσι τBν γ� :µLν κτανεQν.
Aλλ� Aντ� AδελφοE δ?τα Μεν`λεω κταν;ν
τaµ� ο9κ Vµελλε τbνδ` µοι δZσειν δ0κην;
π<τερον :κε0νc παQδεI ο9κ dσαν διπλοQ,
οeI τ?σδε µfλλον εCκMI dν θνgσκειν, πατρMI
καK µητρMI hνταI, iI j πλοEI Rδ� dν χ^ριν;
k τbν :µbν lΑιδηI τιν� mµερον τ`κνων
k τbν :κε0νηI Vσχε δα0σασθαι πλ`ον;
k τn πανZλει πατρK τbν µoν :ξ :µοE
πα0δων π<θοI παρεQτο, Μεν`λεω δ� :ν?ν;
ο9 ταEτ� AβοGλου καK κακοE γνZµην πατρ<I;
δοκb µ`ν, εC καK σ?I δ0χα γνZµηI λ`γω.
φα0η δ� qν + θανοEσ^ γ�, εC φωνLν λ^βοι.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 528–548

(a) Lines 1–11 (+ γ-ρ ∆0κη . . . δZσειν δ0κην;): how does Clytemnestra justify the killing of her
husband in these lines? Identify and discuss three examples. [15]

(b) Lines 12–21 (π<τερον :κε0νc . . . εC φωνLν λ^βοι): what argument is Clytemnestra making in
these lines, and how does the language which she uses reinforce that argument? Support
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

(c) Summarise Electra’s response to this speech in her long speech which follows this 
passage. [9]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΟΡΕΣΤΗΣ ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ ΧΟΡΟΣ
ΟΡ. µ`θεI τ<δ� aγγοI νυν, RπωI τM πfν µ^θtI.
ΗΛ. µL δ?τα πρMI θεbν τοEτ< µ� :ργ^σt, ξ`νε.
ΟΡ. πιθοE λ`γοντι κο9χ uµαρτBσt ποτ`.
ΗΛ. µL πρMI γενε0ου µL �ξ`λt τ- φ0λτατα.
ΟΡ. οv φηµ� :^σειν.   ΗΛ.  w τ^λαιν� :γ; σ`θεν,

_Ορ`στα, τ?I σ?I εC στερBσοµαι ταφ?I.
ΟΡ. εvφηµα φZνει· πρMI δ0κηI γ-ρ ο9 στ`νειI.
ΗΛ. πbI τMν θαν<ντ� AδελφMν ο9 δ0κt στ`νω;
ΟΡ. οv σοι προσBκει τBνδε προσφωνεQν φ^τιν.
ΗΛ. οxτωI aτιµ<I εCµι τοE τεθνηκ<τοI;
ΟΡ. aτιµοI ο9δενMI σG· τοEτο δ� ο9χK σ<ν.
ΗΛ. εWπερ γ� _Ορ`στου σbµα βαστ^ζω τ<δε.
ΟΡ. Aλλ� ο9κ _Ορ`στου, πλLν λ<γc γ� zσκηµ`νον.
ΗΛ. ποE δ� Vστ� :κε0νου τοE ταλαιπZρου τ^φοI;
ΟΡ. ο9κ Vστι· τοE γ-ρ ζbντοI ο9κ Vστιν τ^φοI.
ΗΛ. πbI ε[παI, w παQ;   ΟΡ.  ψεEδοI ο9δoν |ν λ`γω.
ΗΛ. d ζ} γ-ρ uνBρ;   ΟΡ.  εWπερ Vµψυχ<I γ� :γZ.
ΗΛ. d γ-ρ σ~ κεQνοI;   ΟΡ.  τBνδε προσβλ`ψασ^ µου

σφραγQδα πατρMI Vκµαθ� εC σαφ? λ`γω.
ΗΛ. w φ0λτατον φbI.   ΟΡ.  φ0λτατον, ξυµµαρτυρb.
ΗΛ. w φθ`γµ�, Aφ0κου;   ΟΡ.  µηκ`τ� aλλοθεν πGθt.
ΗΛ. Vχω σε χερσ0ν;   ΟΡ.  �I τ- λο0π� VχοιI Aε0.
ΗΛ. w φ0λταται γυναQκεI, w πολ0τιδεI,

jρfτ� _Ορ`στην τ<νδε, µηχαναQσι µoν
θαν<ντα, νEν δo µηχαναQI σεσωµ`νον.

ΧΟ. jρbµεν, w παQ, κAπK συµφοραQσ0 µοι
γεγηθMI �ρπει δ^κρυον �µµ^των aπο.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 1205–1231

(a) Briefly explain the situation the characters are in at the point where this passage begins. [9]

(b) Lines 1–17 (µ`θεI τ<δ� aγγοI . . . Vµψυχ<I γ� :γZ): show how Sophocles exploits the situation
of Orestes and Electra for suspense. Refer both to the content of these lines and to the way
in which it is expressed. You should refer closely to at least four examples from the Greek
text. [30]

(c) Lines 18–27 (d γ-ρ σ~ κεQνοI; . . . �µµ^των aπο): how does Sophocles convey the joy of his
characters in these lines? Identify and discuss three examples, referring closely to the Greek
in your answer. [15]
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Group D: Comedy or Historian

3 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΤαEτα λ`γοντοI Θεµιστοκλ`οI α�τιI j Κορ0νθιοI [_Αδε0µαντοI]
:πεφ`ρετο, σιγfν τε κελεGων τn µB :στι πατρKI καK Ε9ρυβι^δην ο9κ
:bν :πιψηφ0ζειν Aπ<λι Aνδρ0· π<λιν γ-ρ τMν Θεµιστοκλ`α παρεχ<µενον
οxτω :κ`λευε γνZµαI συµβ^λλεσθαι.  ταEτα δ` ο� προ`φερε, Rτι
+λZκεσ^ν τε καK [κατ]εWχοντο α� _Αθ?ναι.  τ<τε δL j Θεµιστοκλ`ηI
:κεQν<ν τε καK το~I Κορινθ0ουI πολλ^ τε καK κακ- Vλεγε, �ωυτοQσ0 τε
:δBλου λ<γc �I εWη καK π<λιI καK γ? µ`ζω �περ :κε0νοισι, Vστ� qν
διηκ<σιαι ν`εI σφι Vωσι πεπληρωµ`ναι· ο9δαµο~I γ-ρ SΕλλBνων
α9το~I :πι<νταI AποκροGσεσθαι.  σηµBναI δo ταEτα τn λ<γc δι`βαινε
:I Ε9ρυβι^δην, λ`γων µfλλον :πεστραµµ`να· “σ~ εC <µoν> µεν`ειI
α9τοE καK µ`νων Vσεαι AνLρ Aγαθ<I· εC δo µB, Aνατρ`ψειI τLν SΕλλ^δα.
τM πfν γ-ρ +µQν τοE πολ`µου φ`ρουσι α� ν`εI.  Aλλ� :µοK πε0θεο.  εC
δo ταEτα µL ποιBσειI, +µεQI µoν �I Vχοµεν Aναλαβ<ντεI το~I οCκ`ταI
κοµιεGµεθα :I ΣQριν τLν :ν _Ιταλ0t, � περ +µετ`ρη τ` :στι :κ παλαιοE
Vτι, καK τ- λ<για λ`γει �π� +µ`ων α9τLν δεQν κτισθ?ναι· �µεQI δo
συµµ^χων τοιbνδε µουνωθ`ντεI µεµνBσεσθε τbν :µbν λ<γων.”

HERODOTUS, VIII.61–62

(a) Briefly summarise the arguments Themistocles has made to Eurybiades in favour of fighting
at Salamis in his long speech preceding this passage. [9]

(b) Lines 1–4 (ΤαEτα λ`γοντοI . . . συµβ^λλεσθαι): pick out and discuss three ways in which
Adeimantus mocks Themistocles in these lines. Refer closely to the Greek text in your 
answer. [15]

(c) Lines 5–16 (τ<τε δL . . . τbν :µbν λ<γων): how does Herodotus, both in his description and
in the direct speech which he quotes in these lines, convey the intensity of Themistocles’
feelings? Support your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]
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4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

S ΩI δo +µ`ρη :γ`νετο, jρbντεI ο� l ΕλληνεI κατ- χZρην µ`νοντα τMν
στρατMν τMν πεζMν �λπιζον καK τ-I ν`αI ε[ναι περK Φ^ληρον, :δ<κε<ν
τε ναυµαχBσειν σφ`αI, παραρτ`οντ< τε �I Aλεξησ<µενοι.  :πεK δo
:πGθοντο τ-I ν`αI οCχωκυ0αI, α9τ0κα µετ- ταEτα :δ<κεε :πιδιZκειν.
τMν µ`ν νυν ναυτικMν τMν Ξ`ρξεω στρατMν ο9κ :πεQδον διZξαντεI
µ`χρι �Ανδρου, :I δo τLν �Ανδρον Aπικ<µενοι :βουλεGοντο.
Θεµιστοκλ`ηI µ`ν νυν γνZµην Aπεδε0κνυτο δι- νBσων τραποµ`νουI
καK †:πιδιZξανταI† τ-I ν`αI πλ`ειν Cθ`ωI :πK τMν SΕλλBσποντον
λGσονταI τ-I γεφGραI.  Ε9ρυβι^δηI δo τLν :ναντ0ην ταGτt γνZµην
:τ0θετο, λ`γων �I εC λGσουσι τ-I σχεδ0αI, τοEτ� qν µ`γιστον π^ντων
σφ`αI κακMν [τLν SΕλλ^δα] :ργασα0ατο.  εC γ-ρ Aναγκασθε0η
AπολαµφθεKI j Π`ρσηI µ`νειν :ν τ} Ε9ρZπt, †πειρnτο† qν +συχ0ην
µL aγειν, �I aγοντι µ`ν ο� +συχ0ην οvτε τι προχωρ`ειν ο6<ν τε Vσται
τbν πρηγµ^των οvτε τιI κοµιδL τM �π0σω φανBσεται, λιµn τ` ο� +
στρατιL διαφθερ`εται, :πιχειρ`οντι δo α9τn καK Vργου :χοµ`νc π^ντα
τ- κατ- τLν Ε9ρZπην ο6^ τε Vσται προσχωρ?σαι κατ- π<λι^I τε καK
κατ- Vθνεα, �τοι uλισκοµ`νων γε k πρM τοGτου jµολογε<ντων· τροφBν
τε �ξειν σφ`αI τMν :π`τειον αCεK τbν SΕλλBνων καρπ<ν.  Aλλ- δοκ`ειν
γ-ρ νικηθ`ντα τ} ναυµαχ0t ο9 µεν`ειν :ν τ} Ε9ρZπt τMν Π`ρσην,
:ατ`ον wν ε[ναι φεGγειν, :I O Vλθt φεGγων :I τLν �ωυτοE.

HERODOTUS, VIII.108

(a) Lines 1–6 (S ΩI δo +µ`ρη . . . :βουλεGοντο): describe in your own words the activities of the
Greeks in these lines, and the reasons Herodotus gives for what they do. [15]

(b) Lines 9–20 (Ε9ρυβι^δηI . . . �ωυτοE): how does Eurybiades try to persuade the rest of the
Greeks that they should not break the bridges over the Hellespont? Refer both to the points
that he makes and to the way in which he expresses them in Greek. Support your discussion
with at least four examples from the text. [30]

(c) Summarise in your own words the speech Themistocles makes in reply. [9]
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