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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name in capital letters, your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces 
provided on the Answer Booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting 
your answer.

• Write your translations on alternate lines.

• Translate any two passages from Section A and answer any one essay question from Section 
B. You may, if you wish, answer all questions on the same author.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or 
part question.

• Each question carries 30 marks.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 90.
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ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY GCE 2991
CLASSICAL GREEK
Literature 2 (Translation and Essay)

WEDNESDAY 21 MAY 2008 Afternoon

 Time: 1 hour 

Additional materials (enclosed): None

Additional materials (required):
Answer Booklet (8 pages)
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Section A: Translation

Each passage carries 30 marks.

Translate any two passages.You may, if you wish, translate both passages from the same author. Write
your translations on alternate lines.

1 (i) ! Ω# $ρα φων*σασα κ-λυµµ� 0λε δ3α θε-ων
κυ-νεον, το7 δ� ο8 τι µελ-ντερον :πλετο :σθο#.
β= δ� >?ναι, πρ@σθεν δA ποδ*νεµο# Bκ?α C Ιρι#
Eγε3τ�· GµφH δ� $ρα σφι λι-ζετο κ7µα θαλ-σση#.
GκτKν δ� LξαναβNσαι L# οOρανPν Gϊχθ*την,
εSρον δ� εOρTοπα ΚρονVδην, περH δ� $λλοι Wπαντε#
εXαθ� Yµηγερ?ε# µ-καρε# θεοH α>Aν L@ντε#.
E δ� $ρα πZρ ∆ιH πατρH καθ?ζετο, ε\ξε δ� ]Αθ*νη.

HOMER, Iliad XXIV. 93–100

(ii) στ= δ� $ρ� _πAρ κεφαλ=# καV µιν πρP# µ7θον :ειπεν·
“` γ?ρον, ο8 νT τι σοV γε µ?λει κακ@ν, οaον :θ� εbδει#
Gνδρ-σιν Lν δηcοισιν, LπεV σ� εdασεν ]ΑχιλλεT#.
καH ν7ν µAν φVλον υePν LλTσαο, πολλZ δ� :δωκα#·
σε3ο δ? κε ζωο7 καH τρH# τ@σα δο3εν $ποινα
πα3δε# τοH µετ@πισθε λελειµµ?νοι, αd κ� ]Αγαµ?µνων
γνfg σ� ]Ατρεcδη#, γνfωσι δA π-ντε# ]ΑχαιοV.”

HOMER, Iliad XXIV. 682–688

2 (i) “GλλZ προθυµε3σθαι χρ*,” :φη· “τ-χα γZρ hν καH GκοTσαι#.
dσω# µ?ντοι θαυµαστ@ν σοι φανε3ται ε> το7το µ@νον τiν $λλων
jπ-ντων jπλο7ν Lστιν, καH οOδ?ποτε τυγχ-νει τk Gνθρfπl,
mσπερ καH τnλλα, :στιν oτε καH οa# β?λτιον τεθν-ναι p ζ=ν· οa# δA
β?λτιον τεθν-ναι, θαυµαστPν dσω# σοι φαVνεται ε> τοTτοι# το3#
Gνθρfποι# µK oσιον αOτοq# rαυτοq# εs ποιε3ν, GλλZ $λλον δε3
περιµ?νειν εOεργ?την.”

PLATO, Phaedo 62a

(ii) “οOδAν χαλεπ@ν”, t δ� o#, “Lννο=σαι u λ?γω· Gλλ� οaον ε> τP
καταδαρθ-νειν µAν εdη, τP δ� GνεγεVρεσθαι µK GνταποδιδοVη
γιγν@µενον Lκ το7 καθεTδοντο#, ο\σθ� oτι τελευτiντα π-ντ� ‹hν›
λ=ρον τPν ]ΕνδυµVωνα GποδεVξειεν καH οOδαµο7 hν φαVνοιτο διZ τP
καH τnλλα π-ντα ταOτPν LκεVνl πεπονθ?ναι, καθεTδειν.  κhν ε>
συγκρVνοιτο µAν π-ντα, διακρVνοιτο δA µ*, ταχq hν τP το7
]Αναξαγ@ρου γεγονP# εdη, ‘Yµο7 π-ντα χρ*µατα’.”

PLATO, Phaedo 72b–c
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3 (i) ΚΛΥΤΑΙΜΗΣΤΡΑ
:παιρε δK σq θTµαθ� E παρο7σ- µοι
π-γκαρπ�, $νακτι τkδ� oπω# λυτηρVου#
εOχZ# Gν-σχω δειµ-των, ~ ν7ν :χω.
κλTοι# hν �δη, Φο3βε προστατ*ριε,
κεκρυµµ?νην µου β-ξιν.  οO γZρ Lν φVλοι#
Y µ7θο#, οOδA πNν GναπτTξαι πρ?πει
πρP# φi# παροTση# τ=σδε πλησVα# LµοV,
µK σqν φθ@νl τε καH πολυγλfσσl βο�
σπεVρg µαταVαν β-ξιν L# πNσαν π@λιν.
Gλλ� �δ� $κουε· τ�δε γZρ κGγ� φρ-σω.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 634–643

(ii) ΟΡΕΣΤΗΣ   ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ 
ΟΡ. εdπερ τι κλαVει# τiν ]ΟρεστεVων κακiν,

τ@δ� $γγο# dσθι σiµα τοOκεVνου στ?γον.
ΗΛ. ` ξε3νε, δ@# νυν πρP# θεiν, εdπερ τ@δε

κ?κευθεν αOτPν τε7χο#, L# χε3ρα# λαβε3ν,
oπω# LµαυτKν καH γ?νο# τP πNν Yµο7
ξqν τ�δε κλαTσω κGποδTρωµαι σποδk.

ΟΡ. δ@θ�, �τι# LστV, προσφ?ροντε#· οO γZρ �#
Lν δυσµενεV� γ� οsσ� Lπαιτε3ται τ@δε,
Gλλ� p φVλων τι#, p πρP# αXµατο# φTσιν.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 1117–1125

4 (i) Τα7τα τiν GπP Πελοπονν*σου στρατηγiν Lπιλεγοµ?νων
LληλTθεε GνKρ ]Αθηνα3ο# Gγγ?λλων �κειν τPν β-ρβαρον L#
τKν ]ΑττικKν καH πNσαν αOτKν πυρπολ?εσθαι.  Y γZρ διZ
Βοιωτiν τραπ@µενο# στρατP# Wµα Ξ?ρξg, Lµπρ*σα#
Θεσπι?ων τKν π@λιν αOτiν Lκλελοιπ@των L# Πελοπ@ννησον
καH τKν Πλαται?ων �σαTτω#, �κ? τε L# τZ# ]Αθ*να# καH
π-ντα Lκε3να LδηVου.  Lν?πρησε δA Θ?σπει-ν τε καH
Πλ-ταιαν πυθ@µενο# ΘηβαVων, oτι οOκ Lµ*διζον.

HERODOTUS, VIII. 50

(ii) ο� LπεVτε GπVκοντο πρP# τKν ]Αττικ*ν, οe µAν κατ?µενον LπH
τk πλοVl, ΣVκιννο# δA GναβZ# παρZ Ξ?ρξην :λεγε τ-δε·
“:πεµψ? µε Θεµιστοκλ?η# Y Νεοκλ?ο#, στρατηγP# µAν
]ΑθηναVων, GνKρ δA τiν συµµ-χων π-ντων $ριστο# καH
σοφfτατο#, φρ-σοντ- τοι oτι Θεµιστοκλ?η# Y ]Αθηνα3ο#,
σοH βουλ@µενο# _ποργ?ειν, :σχε τοq# � Ελληνα# τZ# ν?α#
βουλοµ?νου# διfκειν καH τZ# Lν �Ελλησπ@ντl γεφTρα#
λTειν.  καH ν7ν κατ� EσυχVην πολλKν κοµVζεο.”

HERODOTUS, VIII. 110
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Section B: Essay

Answer one question. Each question carries 30 marks.

You are reminded that up to three of the marks will be awarded for quality of written communication.

In answering the essay questions, you are expected to be familiar with the following parts of the text,
whether read in Greek or in English:

1 Homer, Iliad XXIV. 1–280, 468–745
2 Plato, Phaedo 61e5–68c3, 69e6–77a5
3 Sophocles, Electra
4 Herodotus, VIII. 50–65, 67–72, 74–89, 108–111

1 How does Homer bring out the horror and sorrow of war in those portions of Iliad XXIV which you
have read?

In your answer you may like to consider:

• various characters’ laments for the dead Hector
• the discussion of Achilles and Priam
• the treatment of Hector’s body by both Achilles and the Trojans
• the words and deeds of the gods. [30]

2 Discuss the arguments put forward by Plato in the sections of the Phaedo which you have read.

In your answer you may like to consider:

• why it is wrong to commit suicide
• the conflict between soul and body
• the generation of things from their opposites
• the nature of knowledge, and its recollection by the soul
• the immortality of the soul. [30]

3 Discuss Electra’s relationship with her brother Orestes and sister Chrysothemis.

In your answer you may like to consider:

• the hopes she has pinned on Orestes
• her reaction to the news of his death
• her reaction to the discovery that he is still alive
• her treatment of her sister. [30]

4 Discuss Herodotus’ portrayal of the participants in the portions of Book VIII which you have read.

In your answer you may like to consider:

• Themistocles
• Artemisia
• Xerxes
• Aristides
• any other characters whom you wish. [30]
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