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Answer both questions.

TACITUS

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

noctem minacem et in scelus erupturam fors lenivit: nam luna claro repente caelo 
visa languescere. id miles rationis ignarus omen praesentium accepit, suis laboribus 
defectionem sideris adsimulans, prospereque cessura quae pergerent si fulgor et 
claritudo deae redderetur. igitur aeris sono, tubarum cornuumque concentu strepere; 
prout splendidior obscuriorve laetari aut maerere; et postquam ortae nubes offecere 
visui creditumque conditam tenebris, ut sunt mobiles ad superstitionem perculsae 
semel mentes, sibi aeternum laborem portendi, sua facinora aversari deos 
lamentantur. utendum inclinatione ea Caesar et quae casus obtulerat in sapientiam 
vertenda ratus circumiri tentoria iubet; accitur centurio Clemens et si qui alii 
bonis artibus grati in vulgus. hi vigiliis, stationibus, custodiis portarum se inserunt, 
spem offerunt, metum intendunt. ‘quo usque filium imperatoris obsidebimus? quis 
certaminum finis? Percennione et Vibuleno sacramentum dicturi sumus? Percennius 
et Vibulenus stipendia militibus, agros emeritis largientur? denique pro Neronibus et 
Drusis imperium populi Romani capessent? quin potius, ut novissimi in culpam, ita 
primi ad paenitentiam sumus? tarda sunt quae in commune expostulantur: privatam 
gratiam statim mereare, statim recipias.’

 Tacitus, Annals I. 28

 (a) From lines 1–8 (noctem … lamentantur), summarise how the soldiers respond to the eclipse.
 [15]

 (b) In lines 8–16 (utendum … recipias), how does Tacitus make this passage vivid and dramatic?
  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 

your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (c) In the sections following this passage, how does the revolt finally collapse? [9]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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TACITUS

2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

consultatum ibi de remedio; etenim nuntiabatur parari legatos qui superiorem 
exercitum ad causam eandem traherent; destinatum excidio Ubiorum oppidum, 
imbutasque praeda manus in direptionem Galliarum erupturas. augebat metum 
gnarus Romanae seditionis et, si omitteretur ripa, invasurus hostis: at si auxilia et 
socii adversum abscedentes legiones armarentur, civile bellum suscipi. periculosa 
severitas, flagitiosa largitio: seu nihil militi sive omnia concedentur in ancipiti res 
publica. igitur volutatis inter se rationibus placitum ut epistulae nomine principis 
scriberentur: missionem dari vicena stipendia meritis, exauctorari qui sena dena 
fecissent ac retineri sub vexillo ceterorum inmunes nisi propulsandi hostes, legata 
quae petiverant exsolvi duplicarique.

sensit miles in tempus conficta statimque flagitavit. missio per tribunos maturatur, 
largitio differebatur in hiberna cuiusque. non abscessere quintani unetvicesimanique 
donec isdem in aestivis contracta ex viatico amicorum ipsiusque Caesaris pecunia 
persolveretur. primam ac vicesimam legiones Caecina legatus in civitatem 
Ubiorum reduxit turpi agmine cum fisci de imperatore rapti inter signa interque 
aquilas veherentur. Germanicus superiorem ad exercitum profectus secundam et 
tertiam decumam et sextam decumam legiones nihil cunctatas sacramento adigit. 
quartadecumani paulum dubitaverant: pecunia et missio quamvis non flagitantibus 
oblata est.

 Tacitus, Annals I. 36–37

 (a) What dramatic events had ended the meeting between Germanicus and the mutineers in the 
section preceding this passage? [9]

 (b) In lines 1–11 (consultatum … flagitavit), how does Tacitus make clear that the situation is 
desperate and out of Germanicus’ control?

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (c) From lines 11–19 (missio … oblata est), how does Tacitus suggest the weakness of the 
commanders’ authority? You should make three points. [15]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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