GCE in Applied ICT Unit G059 ICT Solutions for people with individual needs
Assignment

Select three different individuals with disability, either from the case studies provided or by referring to people you know who have an individual need that can be assisted by technology. Research each case so that you can gain an understanding of the abilities, disabilities and possibilities. If you decide to use the individual needs of a person that you know you must include a brief description of the person, their disability or impairment, and their individual needs.

Task 1 

Describe the relevant current legislation that affects the requirements for supporting people with individual needs. Include conclusions about the implications of such legislation on the individuals selected, their employers and other organisations involved. 
Task 2
For each of the three individuals you will need to carry out the following:

a)
Identify the limitations their disabilities or impairments impose on the individual, focusing on needs that may be addressed by a technology solution. You then need to research and identify suitable solutions for the individual.

b)
Describe the ICT solution, including suitable equipment for the individual to use and alternative equipment available. For higher marks you also need to explain why you are recommending the specific solution and show how your knowledge, skills and understanding of the development of specialised equipment have led you to this conclusion.  For the highest marks, you need to consider the effectiveness of your recommended solution and compare it with an alternative solution.

c)
Comment on how your recommendations could enhance the quality of life of the individual. For higher marks you should identify some strengths and weaknesses of your suggested ICT solution and describe how it will enhance the individual’s quality of life. For the highest marks you must fully analyse the strengths and weaknesses of your suggested ICT solution and fully discuss how it will enhance the individual’s quality of life, giving consideration to realistic aims and objectives.
d)
Set out the report or presentation on your suggested ICT solution in a way that can be accessed by the individual.  You will need to use a media. format and style that suits the special need of the individual. To achieve this you may need to make a copy of your report in a different format, for instance in large print or on audio tape, However the report should also be produced in your normal style for presentation in your portfolio. Where the individual is a young child, or is someone who has very limited understanding, you may present your information in a way that is suitable for a parent or carer to access. For the highest marks you must produce well-presented and accurate information and show that you have verified the accuracy of the information by using a wide variety of sources.
Task 3
For one of the three individuals you will need to carry out the following:

a)
Produce a specification for a system to meet the individual’s needs, including configuration of software and equipment. For the highest marks you will need to include alternative suggestions.
b)
Explain how the specification (and alternative suggestions) will meet the individual’s needs. 
c)
Give a practical demonstration of customising the operating system, applications software and hardware. For the highest marks you must provide and effective solution for the user.

d)
Comment on your actions and how effective your methods were to find information and provide a specification. You should identify areas for improvement. For higher marks you should provide an analysis of your performance by identifying strengths and weaknesses, with some suggestions for improvement. For the highest marks you should show how you will address weaknesses identified to be more effective in future.
Resources – Useful Websites: 

The following websites may be of use:

http://www.rnib.org.uk/
http://www.bcab.org.uk/
http://www.rnid.org.uk/
http://www.scope.org.uk/
http://www.afme.org.uk/ 

http://www.skill.org.uk/
http://www.susiecphome.com/
http://www.disability.gov.uk/ 

http://www.abilitynet.org.uk/ 

http://www.nyise.org/whatsnew.htm 

http://www.r-e-m.co.uk/ 

http://www.semerc.com/ 

http://www.gag.org/resources/disability-access-symbols/
This is not an exhaustive list and you should research to identify other useful resources.  

Your report or presentation should be comprehensively organised, properly indexed and references must be acknowledged with an accurate and complete bibliography.
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