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See and listen to a number of example student compositions that 
demonstrate how high levels are achieved in Component 3: 
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Composition 1 – The Threshold 
To be viewed alongside sound file ‘Composition 1 – The Threshold’ 

The following examples were all awarded full marks (25/25).  
Examiners were delighted to hear some extraordinarily accomplished and imaginative 
 compositions in response to the briefs. Three of the most successful submissions are 

presented here to celebrate these young composers’ achievements, and to help inspire the 
work of future students. Each, in their different ways, combines a very clear intended style 
with a creative solution to the brief and a confident technical proficiency. 



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  3 of 81   

 
 

  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  4 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  5 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  6 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  7 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  8 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  9 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  10 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  11 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  12 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  13 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

  14 of 81   

 
 

 
  



A-LEVEL MUSIC 7272/C – EXAMPLE RESPONSES

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

15 of 81 

Composition 2 – Two Madrigals 
To be viewed alongside sound files ‘Composition 2a – Come Unto These Yellow Sands’ and 
‘Composition 2b – Full Fathom Five’ 
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Composition 3 – Tierra, viento y fuego 
To be viewed alongside sound file ‘Composition 3 – Tierra, viento y fuego’ 
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