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Answer one question.
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Answer on one option.

In this examination, you will be marked on your ability to

e respond with knowledge and understanding to literary texts of different types and periods,
exploring and commenting on relationships and comparisons between literary texts
(AO2ii)

e show detailed understanding of the ways in which writers’ choices of form, structure and
language shape meanings (AO3)

e articulate independent opinions and judgements, informed by different interpretations of
literary texts by different readers (AO4)

e cvaluate the significance of cultural, historical and other contextual influences on literary
texts and study (AOSii).

This means that

in your answer, you must

® (i) show an awareness of the period in which each play was written and of the type of
each play — e.g. Classical Tragedy, late nineteenth-century Comedy of Manners —
where relevant to the question
(ii) draw appropriate comparisons and contrasts between the plays

e show an understanding of the methods which the dramatists use — e.g. character
interactions, language (including imagery), structure and staging — in relation to the main
issues of the question

e develop an argument in response to the statement about the text given at the beginning of
the question

e provide information from outside the text, relevant to the question, about the context;
this could be
— historical, social, cultural circumstances in which the text was written and/or which are
reflected in the text
— literary context concerned with the type of text — e.g. Tragedy, Comedy of Manners —
or with a particular literary notion such as the hero.
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Option A

Sophocles: Oedipus Tyrannus
Miller: Death of a Salesman

Oedipus is a great man whose story arouses both pity and fear. Willy, on the other hand,
is a passive, ridiculous figure, whose story arouses pity, but no fear. Oedipus has tragic
greatness, but Willy has not — he’s always just a ‘low man’.

By comparing and contrasting appropriately selected parts of the two plays, show how far you
would agree with the view expressed above. Your argument should include relevant comments
on each writer’s dramatic methods and contextual material on the nature of the tragic hero.
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Option B

Farquhar: The Beaux’ Stratagem
Wilde: An Ideal Husband

The Comedy of Manners entertains audiences with witty dialogue, ironic situations, and
sophisticated characters who treat other human beings as objects to be used to their own
advantage. Such plays can, therefore, provide no lasting moral message.

By comparing and contrasting appropriately selected parts of the two plays, show how far you
would agree with the view expressed above. Your argument should include relevant comments
on each writer’s dramatic methods and contextual material about the nature of the Comedy of
Manners.
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Option C

Webster: The Duchess of Malfi
Albee: Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Both Bosola and George are an unusual kind of hero - bitter, pitiless, cynical characters
whose actions and words, especially concerning women, reveal a deep hatred of humanity.
Neither of them ever wins our sympathy.

By comparing and contrasting appropriately selected parts of the two plays, show how far you
would agree with the view expressed above. Your argument should include relevant comments
on each writer’s dramatic methods and contextual material about the nature of the hero.
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PLANNING PAGE
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PLANNING PAGE
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THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER
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Permission to reproduce all copyright material has been applied for.
In some cases, efforts to contact copyright holders may have been unsuccessful and CCEA
will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement in future if notified.
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