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1 (a) With reference to specific sources, discuss the development of the role of deacon,
presbyter and bishop in the Early Church.

(b) Critically assess the claim that within a short time the Church lost its charismatic
character.

2 (a) Discuss Constantine’s conversion and his motives for adopting Christianity as the
state religion.

(b) Critically evaluate the claim that Constantine’s conversion marks a turning point in
Church-state relations.

3 (a) Discuss in detail the life and writings of Cyprian.

(b) Critically evaluate the claim that Cyprian’s contribution to the Early Church is still
relevant.

4 (a) Discuss the persecution which occurred during the reign of Emperor Decius.

(b) Critically assess the view that faith may be strengthened by persecution.

THIS IS THE END OF THE QUESTION PAPER
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