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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Explain the role of martyrdom and its impact on the spread of Christianity in the 
first three centuries. [35]

 (b) Explore the claim that Christians were only to be found in the higher social 
classes. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Give an account of the nature of the persecutions which took place during the 
reigns of Nero, Domitian and Trajan. [35]

 (b) Explore the claim that persecution was neither organized nor widespread.
  Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain the ways in which the roles of Bishop, Presbyter (elder) and Deacon 
developed during the first three centuries. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the extent to 
which religious authority is always a divisive issue. Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Describe and explain the main characteristics of the writings of the Apostolic 
Fathers, with particular reference to either Ignatius of Antioch or Clement of 
Rome. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the relevance of 
such writings for religious leaders. Justify your answer. [15]
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