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Section A

Answer one question from Section A.

1 (a) Explain how social and religious factors contributed to the expansion of Christianity  
in the first three centuries. [35]

 (b) Explore the view that the Early Christians made little attempt to contribute to Roman 
society. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Give an account of the main arguments used by Justin Martyr to meet the challenge  
of pagan and Jewish beliefs about Christianity. [35]

 (b) Comment on the claim that Justin’s writings were beyond the understanding of most 
people at that time. Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B.

3 (a) Describe the nature of the persecutions which took place during the reigns of the 
Emperors Trajan and Marcus Aurelius. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the view that the  
faith of religious believers is always strengthened by persecution.  
Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Give an account of the life and rise to power of the Emperor Constantine. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view that 
religious believers should not attempt to influence the laws of the State.  
Justify your answer. [15]
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