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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Give an account of the social and political structures which existed in Ireland before  
the arrival of Patrick. [35]

 (b) To what extent did Patrick’s early life, including his captivity in Ireland shape his faith? 
Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Explain how Colmcille (Columba) used his political skills to further his missionary  
work. [35]

 (b) Explore the view that missionary outreach was a central element of Celtic Christianity. 
Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Give an account of the main themes in Patrick’s Confessio and their importance. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the claim that the  
value of such writings is questionable. Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Explain how monasticism contributed to the Celtic Church.
  [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the view that  
self-denial and asceticism are unnecessary for religious practice. Justify your  
answer. [15]
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