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Section A

Answer one question from Section A.

1 (a) Explain how the witness of the Christian martyrs influenced the spread of  
Christianity in the first three centuries. [35]

 (b) Explore the claim that other factors were more important than martyrdom in the 
growth of the Early Church. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Describe the course of the Great Persecution which began in the reign of the  
Emperor Diocletian and explain how it differed from previous persecutions. [35]

 (b) Explore the claim that this persecution never had any chance of success.  
Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B.

3 (a) Describe the main features of Justin Martyr’s defence of Christianity. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the claim that  
such writings are always relevant to the religious believer. Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Explain the ways in which Church Government developed during the first three 
centuries. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view that  
various patterns of religious leadership are effective. Justify your answer. [15]
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