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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) Explain the reasons for the rapid spread of  Islam in the first two centuries. [35]

 (b) Explore the view that Muhammad was able to bring changes to Arabia because Allah 
called him to be his prophet. Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Explain the process of  the compilation of  the Qur’an, commenting in particular on  
its final structure. [35]

 (b) Comment on the claim that the language of  the Qur’an makes it difficult to use in 
worship. Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Describe and explain the Pillar of  Sawm (fasting) and the festival of  Eid ul Fitr. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of  human experience, explore the view that  
religious rituals help believers to think more about God and other people.  
Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Describe and explain key events in Muhammad’s life, from his childhood to the  
Hijra (migration). [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of  human experience, comment on the claim that 
religious leaders should expect to be challenged. Justify your answer. [15]
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