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Section A: Language change

Question 1

 Read Texts A, B and C.

 Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed 
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to 
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

 Text A

 The beginning of a chapter from Notes on Nursing – What it is and What it is Not (1859). It was 
written by Florence Nightingale, who is considered to be the founder of modern nursing.

IV.—NOISE.
______

UNNECESSARY noise, or noise that creates an expectation in the mind, 
is that which hurts a patient.  It is rarely the loudness of the noise, the effect 
upon the organ of the ear itself, which appears to affect the sick.  How well 
a patient will generally bear, e.g., the putting up of a scaffolding close to 
the house, when he cannot bear the talking, still less the whispering, 
especially if it be of a familiar voice, outside his door.

There are certain patients, no doubt, especially where there is slight 
concussion or other disturbance of the brain, who are affected by mere noise.  
But intermittent noise, or sudden and sharp noise, in these as in all other 
cases, affects far more than continuous noise—noise with jar1 far more 
than noise without.  Of one thing you may be certain, that anything which 
wakes a patient suddenly out of his sleep will invariably put him into a 
state of greater excitement, do him more serious, aye2, and lasting 
mischief, than any continuous noise, however loud.

Never to allow a patient to be waked, intentionally or accidentally, is a 
sine qua non3 of all good nursing.  If he is roused out of his first sleep, he 
is almost certain to have no more sleep.  It is a curious but quite intelligible 
fact that, if a patient is waked after a few hours’ instead of a few minutes’ 
sleep, he is much more likely to sleep again.  Because pain, like irritability 
of brain, perpetuates and intensifies itself.  If you have gained a respite of 
either in sleep you have gained more than the mere respite.  Both the 
probability of recurrence and of the same intensity will be diminished ; 
whereas both will be terribly increased by want of sleep.  This is the reason 
why sleep is so all-important.  This is the reason why a patient, waked in 
the early part of his sleep, loses, not only his sleep, but his power to sleep. 
A healthy person who allows himself to sleep during the day will lose his 
sleep at night.  But it is exactly the reverse with the sick generally ; the 
more they sleep, the better will they be able to sleep.

 1 jar: something with a sense of being surprising or unexpected 
 2 aye: conversational word meaning ‘yes’, often used to emphasise the truth of something
  3 sine qua non: an essential thing (original expression in Latin meaning ‘without which it is 

impossible’)
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 Text B

 Five of the top nouns collocated with ‘excitement’ from the Google Books: British English corpus 
for the 1500s–1850s and for the 1990s–2000s.

‘excitement’
(1500s–1850s)

‘excitement’
(1990s–2000s)

agitation enthusiasm

alarm anticipation

exertion adventure

curiosity emotion

irritation apprehension
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 Text C

 n-gram graph for the phrases to be awoken, to be waked, to be woke (1850–2019)
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Section B: Child language acquisition

Question 2

 Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation at nursery school between 
Annie, Rohit, Rosie and Oscar (all age 3) and their teacher Miss Hope. They have been cutting 
out pictures and paper shapes and sticking them on a wall display in their classroom. 

 Analyse ways in which the teacher and children are using language in this conversation. In your 
answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples 
from your wider study of child language acquisition.  [25]

Annie:  where are we going today↘ (.) to the garden↗

Miss Hope:  we might (.) we might go down to the garden (.) after this (1) yes (.) we’ll go to the 
garden if weve got time 

  //
Rohit:  ive got
   //
Miss Hope:   mrs travers and aya1 are taking (1) have taken (.) the 

other children
 //
Rohit: ive got sticky hands

Miss Hope:  oh (.) so you have (.) so you have (1) are you going to stick the rest of your
   //
Annie:    all of the other 

children↗

Miss Hope:  mm hmm

Annie:  why↘

Miss Hope:  well (.) cos its such a lovely day
   //
Annie:    are you (.) are both of you 
   //
Miss Hope:    weve not been to the garden for a 

long time
 
Annie:  both of you not (.) not coming↘
   //
Miss Hope:    pardon↗

Annie:  are both of you not coming to the garden↘ 

Miss Hope: miss hope can’t go just now (1) mrs travers and aya have taken the other children 
over (1) we’ll go over after weve finished here (.) all right↗ (1) would you like to 
do that↘ (.) just for a little while (.) its nice and sunny

   //
Annie:   look at my picture (.) of an animal

Rosie:  look at my
 //
Miss Hope:  mm (.) its lovely (.) isnt it↘
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Rosie:  [nods] 

Annie: funny animal

Miss Hope:  a funny animal↗

Annie: yes

Miss Hope:  what kind of animal is that↘

Annie: its a monkey
  //
Miss Hope:   a monkey↗

Rosie:  im cut (.) im cutting the number off

Miss Hope:  oh (.) i see (.) gonna put it (.) gonna put it onto the picture↘
   //
Annie:   im making a tail (1) see↗
   //
Miss Hope:    oh (.) oh YES 

(1) yes (.) so you are (.) its nice

Annie: now im gonna (.) im going to do (.) this to it

Rohit:  the scissors is sitting down there↘

Miss Hope:  can you pick them up then↗ (1) i think theyre just under your chair (.) are they↗ 

Oscar:  <bends down under Rohit’s chair to pick up scissors> /hʌp/ (1) up they come

Miss Hope:  rohit (1) do you think you should put something on (.) onto your (.) stick 
something onto your paper↗ (1) i think you should stick something onto it now (.) 
please (1) use the glue up (2) theres a good boy (2) then thats it↘ (.) thats 
everyone finished↘

 1 mrs travers and aya: two of the adult classroom helpers 

 TRANSCRIPTION KEY
 (1) = pause in seconds
 (.) = micropause
 underlined = stressed sound/syllable(s)
 // = speech overlap
 [italics] = paralinguistic features
 <italics> = contextual information
 UPPER CASE = words spoken with increased volume
 °word° = words spoken with decreased volume
 ↗ = upward intonation
 ↘ = downward intonation 
 /wɪv/ = phonemic representation of speech sounds
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English

/ f / fat, rough / iː / beat, keep

/ v / very, village, love / ɪ / bit, tip, busy

/ ɵ / theatre, thank, athlete / e / bet, many

/ ð / this, them, with, either / æ / bat

/ s / sing, thinks, losses / ʌ / cup, son, blood

/ z / zoo, beds, easy / aː / car, heart, calm, aunt

/ ʃ / sugar, bush / ɒ / pot, want

/ ʒ / pleasure, beige / ɔː / port, saw, talk

/ h / high, hit, behind / ə / about, sudden

/ p / pit, top / ɜː / word, bird

/ t / tip, pot, steep / ʊ / book, wood, put

/ k / keep, tick, scare / uː / food, soup, rude

/ b / bad, rub

/ d / bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English

/ g / gun, big / eɪ / late, day, great

/ tʃ / church, lunch / aɪ / time, high, die

/ dʒ / judge, gin, jury / ɔɪ / boy, noise

/ m / mad, jam, small / aʊ / cow, house, town

/ n / man, no, snow / əʊ / boat, home, know

/ ŋ / singer, long / ɪə / ear, here

/ l / loud, kill, play / eə / air, care, chair

/ j / you, beyond / ʊə / cure, jury

/ w / one, when, sweet

/ r / rim, bread

/ ʔ / uh-oh


