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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/01
Reading

The question paper consists of two main questions on two main texts on the concept of a ‘Role Model’. The
first question tests candidates’ comprehension by answering a set of questions ((a)—(l)) on text 1, with 20
marks allocated for the questions plus 5 marks for language accuracy. The second question requires a
summary of the main ideas of both texts with a maximum mark of 15 for the main ideas, 5 marks for style
and organisation and 5 other marks for language accuracy. The total mark for the paper is 50.

Key messages

The questions were varied in their challenge to stimulate responses from low, middle, and high ability
candidates. The most challenging questions were 1(c), 1(e) and 1(h).

Overall performance ranged from good to very good, and some candidates presented impressive work of
very high standards in terms of using their own language, variety of excellent syntactic structures, and linking
words and phrases (see examples towards end of the report).

An additional positive observation is the fact that most candidates adhered to the word limit, which is an
improvement on the previous series.

Strong candidates demonstrated their ability to understand all the questions (1(a)-1(l)) and responded
appropriately. Weaker answers included entire chunks lifted from the text or irrelevant answers. Candidates
must remember to refer to the two texts when answering questions.

It is also worth mentioning that some candidates produced outlines of the main ideas of both texts, which
helped them in the summary and in using their own language as well as capturing most of the required
summary points or ideas.

In comparison to the previous series, it has also been observed that many candidates did not attempt to use
their own language in answering Question 1. For Question 2, there was an increase in the number of
candidates who lifted considerably from the texts; this had an impact on the candidate’s performance.

A further observation is that several candidates confined their summary to one text, which meant missing out

on valuable points/ideas from the second text, resulting in lower performance. Candidates are reminded to
refer to both texts in the summary question.

General Comments

In general, candidates demonstrated good comprehension skills, except for some challenging questions
(stated above) that required good deduction skills, which only strong candidates were able to respond to.

As for the summary of the two texts, performance was similar to the previous series. Generally, candidates
demonstrated their ability to understand the texts and capture some of the main ideas in their summary;
others summarised one text, but only strong candidates were able to capture most of the main ideas in both
texts.

Comments on Specific Questions

The questions are based on text 1. They covered a variety of points and tested different levels of abilities.

Question 1
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(a) Performance was generally good for this question. Weaker candidates answered:
eatnnall 3 g3 of auy A 8ypeall caiing aay (53 gl colganll o Gl aar L s
Ll by Cije ag 1 ALY
) 3 0sSlu lila e cllay)

(b) Over half of the candidates gave the correct answer to this question. Weaker candidates answered:
o1l s e gl i s

(c) This was the most challenging question. Firstly, the answer required good understanding of the
paragraph in the text, and secondly a deduction of how the aim of the role model (to achieve
his/her aim) is equivalent to that of a ship’s captain (to reach his destination, which is the port). The
Arabic sentence states:

@ loa¥) AL ) b Aniad) S slall sda 6 L) of Gllb gad) Jpeagll Allacl a3y ahaatl ann " Aol e sl JST (6 o o
vl Jgaasll At oy s Wyl (N sy o 4K Y
So, the ‘port’ (la,d) is the key word/answer here. Examples of incorrect answers were:
) 36 Ly A Aa A Aigend) 36 Lgansyy A A oz 5] aldliall el b k) il

(d) Many candidates answered this question correctly. The remaining candidates were able to capture
only the second point, because they did not clarify what are the forces involved in influencing the
individual. So, they gave answers such as:

AAlie lige cddayial Gligra e Cilggd

(e) Less than half the candidates gave the correct answer here. This is because many of them did not
include the key phrase ‘corruption of the role model and all the influencing factors (ethical values,
home and the environment)’. Examples of weaker responses included:

cle V) alie dagle an g (el Blall 8 ainyhg Gl Jleel (AT b slud ¢t 8 i

(f) A good number of candidates answered the question correctly. Some candidates answered the
second part of the question correctly but did not mention the key phrase aiiad) jgall of 1S54l §)guall,
which prevented them from scoring the full mark. Instead, there were answers like:

cally e dzenn lee Jidall ey dali §ygea
cJanl) S ) alie @lldg slaall il U pidie i oy LoV abia 38
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(9) Many candidates captured the three required points of the question. The remaining candidates
captured two points, while weaker candidates did not understand the demand of the question, so
they gave the rationale/explanatory phrases rather than answering ‘how’. Here are examples of
their incorrect answers:

ilalas By aSohus aBDAT 5 calec b
Aigpd e ols S b by Le gl 058
Loba) pd i A Bygua

(h) Only the strongest candidates were able to answer this question correctly. The reason is that
candidates did not capture the key word ‘Juxa or cle’ followed by the four required nouns of .l

Jsadlls cualls dclaills. Other incorrect answers included:
Sl 23 al) 5yeall Qi) 5 T Ll L) sy
.4::393 O Az L
Aadl b gyl pang B L
cplls Aupaally Jyial)

(i) Many candidates answered the question correctly. Incorrect answers included:
Lupaall oy Ly ety dale younr (531 aUaillg gl (ha dnansy Loy cAdyiall ¢ Ll Ay b

(i) Almost two thirds of candidates answered the question correctly. Many captured the three required
points and others captured only two. Wrong answers included:

Llall Cilaes JlaeY) LSy JUal) paal g law vie caliiall Ausll ol sgaty gaing cailis A ludl) ae IS

(k) Many candidates answered the question correctly, whilst others did not capture the three points or
focussed on the outcomes resulting from going out to work and did not clarify how. In other words,
they gave the rationale rather than the direct answer, as in:

Sl G5y Dl
allail (g S
palel s pgtio (e
Weaker candidates gave irrelevant answers from the text, showing inability to understand the

requirements of the question:
Gually paiill duaje Gl sag ¢ Ly JLSl daje eV i)

()] The maijority of candidates answered the question correctly. Others gave the opposite meaning:
Llaally Jasll 75 Gy (b Gans celadl) o 4 paay

Accuracy

Most candidates did well and demonstrated good level of accuracy in their use of language with few spelling
and grammatical errors. As mentioned above, accuracy performance was very slightly better than the
previous series. It has been observed that many candidates did not use their own language but rather lifted
the exact sentences from the text. Others lifted whole chunks, some of which was irrelevant, to get to the
answers. This had an impact on accuracy.
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Question Two
Content

Many candidates performed well. There were some impressive summaries demonstrating good
understanding of the texts and an ability to capture many of the main ideas of both texts. Their summaries
were well-structured, applying appropriate linkage within and across paragraphs as well as correct use of
punctuation marks.

Overall, the performance in capturing the main ideas of the texts ranged from good to very good. There were
few candidates who wrote basic descriptions of the texts and used irrelevant points, which demonstrated
weak comprehensions skills.

It has also been observed that several candidates summarised one text only, and this had an impact on their
overall performance.

Furthermore, there was an increase in the number of candidates who, in their summary, lifted whole
paragraphs from the texts, and this had an impact on their performance, including accuracy and style and
organisation.

One of the positive aspects relates to an improvement in the number of candidates who adhered to the
maximum word limit. In addition, most candidates adhered to the context of both texts and did not include
irrelevant material or anecdotes.

In some cases, candidates repeated the same points in their summary (e.g., the effect of home/family and
upbringing) in addition to offering lengthy explanation about one point, thus minimising their chances to
capture further points within the word limit.

Style and Organisation

Many candidates’ summaries were well-structured, organised in meaningful paragraphs, using good linkage,
and applying appropriate punctuation marks.

Weaker candidates wrote continuous texts, with hardly any linkage in addition to lifting sentences and
paragraphs from the texts, without any individual input.

Accuracy
Many candidates did well as they used appropriate vocabulary and good grammatical structures, some of

which was impressive (see below). However, there were cases of poor performance due to many spelling
and grammatical mistakes, missing punctuation, and the use of colloquial language. The grammatical

mistakes included incorrect use of ‘hamzah’ or not using it at all, the rules relating to «\gilsals IS lgilsals o)
ally llg in addition to subject-verb agreement.

Examples of excellent linkage words/phrases are:
oG Ll iﬁ\a{b 5&”3345\ )28 (9 cally k_\.\lA 45&! sL«Sj RGN TS eetsi.“ ‘;53 cally Lj‘\; E})\s cally 631 g..bai $)SJSL| ):\.\;.“ e e uﬂ:\AL\
Examples of excellent use of own words and structures:

= letas Tulio of Tlis YouS (ST olgus — dingds Jing 4lig cAlusjio 8 dnlely coptan b lud)) Auf o oY) Gl of ey ) Causl
ASall b sl dgdans (Jaliailly 3Ly denl) 25 GladY) claa) 8 aaluy (53 s

leas e «Jladly il (o L) Aufi 3 eliid Sligla laydl Loy cigh Lgiloas gy ccanmy Jantd cdbes Auyie 5380l o 223 Lin (e
CAY i e s (A5 s oy o)) o i G Y s coon of 0 oY)
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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02_English
Writing

Key messages

To do well on this paper, candidates need to:

1. In terms of language: review all aspects of Arabic Grammar (g‘)\.«;}, apag };.‘) especially the following
points.

—  Use the correct case endings for the predicate of gilsals S and the subject of Lgilsals () Al

Remember that they must be in 2s.ais case not g8 and remember to add an <l at the end of
singular masculine nouns.

— Improve on the conjugation of verbs especially with dual and feminine plural. Also do not drop the

<l when the verb is in its plural form: 53

- Improve on the use of Relative Pronouns. (i) use the correct gender (¢ Jls)ll) not (& ),
(i) Relative Pronouns should not be used after an indefinite word (Jaxd <€ iy a5) not

(Jord cil€ Al iy 49)
—  Apply the correct gender when using verbs. (3 Faa) not (lswd Slaaa)

— Remember that a weak verb in majzoum case, needs to be without the weak letter at its end ( 4l
G) not ()
—  Improve on the correct use of all types of sy (48 kiall 8hagl) cddanigiall Sagll caladlly Jeagll J33as).

— Pay more attention to the difference between human plural and non-human plural when applying
grammatical rules.

— Remember that prepositions that are more than one letter should not be attached to the word that
comes after them. (Auall 3) not (Auelld)

—  Improve on how to write _a stiall (w‘ﬁ\ in nominative and genitive cases.

—  Pronouns should be attached to prepositions: (L@._é) instead (& Ga) and (4x«) instead of (ys &)

—  Pay more attention to the difference in writing 4l skl ¥l and 5 s <Y, as well as to the
difference between i g yall Ll and dagisall L.

— Improve on the use of prepositions with verbs and remember that verbs in Arabic take different
prepositions to English.
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—  Review how to spell words such as (Sland &, and make sure to distinguish between words which

are close in pronunciation such as )l and ¥).

— Remember when the verb precedes its subject, it must be conjugated in its singular form even if
the subject is plural. (Dall i€) not (<Uall 15a)

—  Remember that &), &Y, and 5K need a noun or pronoun after them not a verb.

(JB& Culall ¥) not (caudall JB (oY)

2. Interms of content:

— Read all questions carefully and try to understand what the task in each question is before
choosing one to answer.

— Make sure to choose the questions that suit their knowledge and writing abilities best.

— Ensure that their answer is relevant and related directly to what is being asked.

— Avoid the use of generic memorised introductions especially when they are not connected to the
topic.

—  Descriptive essays should not be started with a long narrative introduction of how one left the
house and what happened on the way to the place that one is asked to describe.

— In argumentative essays, show a clear opinion from the beginning and make it the centre of the
evidences they provide throughout the essay. Also, do not forget to engage in arguing against the
opposite opinion. This is different to the discursive style in which one can present the positives and
negatives of an idea without the need to prove or disprove an opinion on it.

— Avoid writing argumentative and discursive essays in the form of a dialogue between two people.

— In descriptive tasks, make sure that all descriptions serve the purpose of the task, and avoid side

descriptions that has no purpose other than what is known in Arabic as s,

— Remember that language accuracy is more important that the number of words. More words do not
mean necessarily a better essay.

— Improve on the handwriting and make sure that letters have the correct number of dots and on the
right place as well.

— Remember that language accuracy contributes to high marks, so a better preparation in this area is
akin to success.

—  Continue to avoid the use of colloquial and foreign words and expressions.

— Read the essay after finishing answering the task and proofread it before submitting it.

General comments

Like the previous session, each question garnered a notable level of interest among candidates, with none
being entirely disregarded. Within Section 1, Question A emerged as the most favoured, trailed by
Question B. Following suit, Question C ranked third in popularity, succeeded by Question D. In Section 2,
Questions A and D stood out as the most preferred options, attracting most candidates. Conversely,
Question C experienced the least popularity within this section.

Starting with a positive note, it remains evident that progress is being made across various aspects,
specifically in adhering to descriptive and discursive writing styles, as well as in the usage of colloquial and
foreign expressions. Those candidates who choose to tackle descriptive and discursive tasks continue to
display an ongoing enhancement in aligning with these styles. Their essays distinctly reflect a heightened
understanding of the requisites for these two forms of writing compared to preceding sessions. Similarly, the
utilization of colloquial and foreign terms has been steadily diminishing with each session.

That said, challenges persist in relation to the argumentative and narrative styles. A notable number of
candidates who opt for argumentative tasks still present their responses in a discursive manner, merely
presenting opposing viewpoints without actively constructing a cogent argument in favour of one perspective.
There is a misconception that merely stating an opinion at the conclusion renders it argumentative, a notion
that does not hold true. Likewise, improvements are still needed for the narrative style, with stories often
lacking a definitive climax, signalling room for further enhancement.
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Grammatical weaknesses remain a primary concern affecting the performance of numerous candidates. We
continue to observe struggles with fundamental grammar elements and errors in basic rules, at times altering
intended meanings. Greater emphasis on addressing these issues is imperative for enhancing overall
performance. Enhancing content does not guarantee higher marks if marred by basic language errors.

In essence, grammatical errors act as roadblocks on the path to successful communication. Candidates may
possess valuable insights and apt responses to various tasks, yet their inability to navigate the nuances of
grammar can thwart their aspirations. It's not uncommon to come across cases where candidates possess
suitable and commendable ideas that could excel in addressing a given task. However, the unfortunate
presence of fundamental grammatical mistakes acts as a formidable barrier, preventing these candidates
from realising their full potential and achieving the desired outcomes.

Hence, our recommendation stands: centres should maintain a heightened emphasis on enhancing
candidates proficiency in Arabic Grammar, to avoid the aforementioned errors. Additionally, candidates
should actively broaden their exposure to authentic works by acclaimed authors, fostering a deeper
familiarity with idiomatic Arabic. This endeavour will not only refine their writing style, but also serve to
prevent conspicuous grammatical inaccuracies.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Questions A

This question directly resonates with the day-to-day lives of the specified age group. Consequently, it comes
as no surprise that it garnered the highest popularity among candidates within this section. The assignment
involved deliberating whether assigning candidates homework is an essential component of the educational
process. In general, most candidates who selected this question demonstrated a solid comprehension of the
task and adhered to the required writing style. They adeptly generated commendable responses, shedding
light on numerous crucial positive and negative aspects pertaining to homework. One potential drawback
related to this question, however, is language accuracy. Basic grammatical errors persistently detract from
attaining higher scores.

Questions B

In this particular question, candidates were tasked with composing a discursive essay that weighed the
positives and negatives of the notion ‘the use of the internet should be prohibited in public venues like cafes
and restaurants.” Queries pertaining to the theme of internet and technology consistently capture the interest
of candidates within this age bracket. Consequently, it came as an anticipated development that this
question enjoyed significant popularity within this section, albeit slightly less so than Question A.

Given the technological savvy prevalent among candidates in this age group, it's unsurprising that they
possess considerable knowledge and insights about technology, which in turn makes writing on this subject
relatively more accessible. Paradoxically, however, this apparent advantage seemed to have an unintended
consequence for several candidates. Hastiness in commencing writing before comprehending the task in its
entirety led to essays that tackled the benefits and drawbacks of the internet or technology in a broader
sense, rather than specifically addressing the merits and demerits of banning its use in public spaces.

This scenario serves as a reminder of the importance of reading and fully grasping the question before
embarking on the writing process. Candidates are strongly encouraged to exercise caution and ensure
comprehension of the task, as this step is integral to providing a precise and on-target response. It
underscores the principle that a clear understanding of the question constitutes an essential component of
delivering an accurate and effective answer.

Questions C

While it might not have achieved the same level of popularity as the preceding questions, this question has
still captured a notable degree of interest among candidates. The task involved presenting a clear opinion on
the feasibility of replacing conventional paper currencies with electronic counterparts. Recognising the
potential confusion between electronic currencies and electronic payment methods, the examining panel
decided to accept responses that delved into the comparison between cash and electronic transactions. This
choice turned out to be judicious, as nearly all candidates who tackled this question interpreted it as
pertaining to electronic payments.

Regrettably, a substantial portion of candidates opted for a discursive approach, merely listing the pros and
cons of cash versus electronic payments. However, it is evident from their responses that these candidates
possess the potential to construct compelling argumentative essays. Their ability to discern the positive and
negative facets of the subject matter is commendable, constituting a substantial portion of the essay’s
content. What is lacking is the skill to articulate these points in a manner that asserts their own perspective
from the outset and throughout the essay, utilising them as supporting evidence for their stance while
addressing opposing views. It should be emphasised that declaring one’s opinion only at the conclusion of
the discussion does not adhere to the tenets of an argumentative style.

Questions D

While not achieving a high level of popularity, this question managed to attract a respectable number of
candidates. The task revolved around expressing an opinion on the necessity of adhering to the latest
fashion trends to fit in with one’s peers. Candidates effectively highlighted several pertinent points and
demonstrated an admirable endeavour to expand upon them. However, marks could have been significantly
higher had language accuracy matched the level of the content and had the style was a bit more
argumentative.
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Section 2
Question A

Alongside Question D, this proved to be the most favoured question within this section. Candidates were
tasked with providing a vivid portrayal of a museum they had visited, coupled with their emotions during the
visit. Overall, we are witnessing ongoing improvement in this style of writing, as a growing number of
candidates grasp that its essence lies not in narration but in vivid depiction. This entails employing the five
senses to intricately illustrate the subject, thereby engaging the reader’s faculties of sight, smell, taste, and
touch. Additionally, it entails employing various forms of figurative language, such as similes, metaphors,
personification, hyperbole, allusion, and onomatopoeia, to name a few. A notable portion of candidates
succeeded in crafting eloquent description essays full of a diverse array of captivating and intricate imagery.

Nevertheless, akin to the prior session, a significant number of candidates inadvertently transformed their
essay introductions into extended accounts of their journey from home to the museum. This trend adversely
impacted their scores. Furthermore, the persistence of basic grammatical errors hindered the attainment of
higher scores for numerous otherwise well-crafted compositions.

Question B

Ranked as the third most popular question within this section, it still managed to capture a respectable
amount of attention from candidates. The assignment entailed describing a cartoon character they had
encountered in reading or viewing. Like the preceding question, a considerable number of candidates
showcased the ability to adopt a descriptive writing style and adhere to it. However, the potential was
thwarted by either deficient language precision or a shortage of particulars. Furthermore, some candidates
fell into the trap of narrating a story involving their preferred cartoon character.

Question C

Perhaps the least favoured question in this section, yet it was not entirely disregarded, as a notable
contingent of candidates chose to address it. The assignment involved writing a story centred around the
concept of self-challenge. Regrettably, candidates encountered considerable difficulty in fashioning a
genuine climax for their stories. Most responses, barring a few exceptions, manifested as mere sequences of
incidents. It's imperative for candidates to heed the strong recommendation of first thoroughly reading all
questions, then deliberating on which one aligns best with their strengths and capabilities before selecting
one to answer. By adhering to this approach, they can enhance their prospects of securing higher scores.

Question D

As previously noted, this question enjoyed significant popularity within this section. Candidates were tasked
with composing a story that concludes with the phrase ‘All | did is | returned the favour to you.’ The
responses to this question displayed a slightly improved quality compared to the previous one. Several
candidates demonstrated the capacity to craft robust and imaginative stories, adeptly embellishing the details
of the unfolding events. Furthermore, they skilfully integrated and orchestrated all the essential components
of a complete narrative.

Nevertheless, a considerable number of candidates were hindered by elementary grammatical errors, which
had an adverse impact on their scores. While there is evident progress in comprehending the appropriate
writing style, further enhancements are still needed, particularly in managing the narrative climax and
mastering basic Arabic Grammar usage.
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