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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/11
Listening

General comments

Key messages

Candidates generally performed very well in this paper. Section 1 mainly tested candidates’ ability to spot
the key words of the information from short sentences. Section 2 included longer sentences for candidates
to pick up the factual information. Although sentences were longer, they also gave candidates a chance to
double check their answers since the information was repeated in other words or examples were provided.
Section 3 tested candidates’ ability to understand and identify opinions in narratives, conversations or
interviews. Learning the Defined Content for the syllabus thoroughly will help candidates to score high
marks.

Candidates should be aware that for multiple choice questions, they need to indicate their final answers
clearly. This is the same with the written responses. A small number of candidates did not clear their first
attempt properly and ended up with providing two answers, which was not acceptable.

In Section 3 Exercise 2, candidates are not expected to answer in full sentences. Selecting the key words is
perfectly acceptable. Writing out the full sentences of what is heard jeopardises the marks as it shows that
the candidates cannot locate the key information. Candidates also risk missing the following information or
running out of time when they wrote down full sentences. When candidates were not sure about how to write
the answers in characters, answering in pinyin is equally valid.

There were a few candidates using ‘() or '/’ in Section 3 Exercise 2. Candidates are strongly

recommended to avoid this as they need to show their final answers clearly. Answers in the brackets or after
the slash will not be considered as their answers.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1
Question 1-5

Candidates generally performed well in this question. The topics covered food, future jobs, School life and
the weather, which are likely to be the first topics that candidates learn. Candidates did particularly well on
Question 1 to 3, but many candidates chose B, instead of C for Question 4. As for Question 5, some
candidates chose C, instead of B, and even some able candidates made a mistake on this question.

This exercise expected candidates to pick up the key words from short and straightforward statements;
therefore, candidates who were familiar with the core vocabulary for this syllabus would be able to tackle this
question.
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Exercise 2
Question 6-10

The vocabulary in this exercise related to hobbies and drinks. Candidates did well in this exercise, but more
mistakes occurred on Question 9 and 10 with some candidates choosing A.

Section 2
Exercise 1
Question 11-15

This exercise is about going shopping in a department store. Even though all the key words were in the
Minimum Core Vocabulary list, the topic areas covered in the exercise were broader; therefore, some
candidates found this exercise more challenging. In particular, Question 15 seemed to be the most difficult
with many candidates choosing B, instead of C. For Question 13, some candidates chose C or E,

instead of D.

Exercise 2
Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Zhang Xue and her father, talking about Zhang Xue’s preparation
for her trip to France. Candidates generally performed well in this exercise with the majority achieving at
least 4 marks. Comparing to other correct answers, H and | were more often missed, even by the able
candidates. Many candidates ticked E as the right answer while a small amount of the candidates also
mistook B or G as the correct answers.

Section 3
Exercise 1
Question 17-21

In this exercise, five people were talking about what they did at the weekend. The statements were not as
straightforward as those in Section 1, and some candidates were distracted by words that were not the
answers. In particular, Question 21 appeared to be the most difficult, with some candidates choosing F
instead of G. Most of the candidates answered Question 19 and 20 correctly. As for Question 17, a small
amount of candidates selected A or G. There were some candidates choosing A for Question 18.

Exercise 2
Questions 22 - 25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview between a journalist and Wang Li, who was the winner of this
year’s national high school novel-writing contest. As this was the final exercise of the paper, it required
candidates to have a solid understanding of the vocabulary and sentence patterns.

Question 22 asked candidates to state when Wang Li started to write novels.

This question seemed to be challenging for many candidates. Even though the answer keyH'# was
common, many candidates did not manage to understand it correctly. There were also variations of the
answer ‘zhong xue’, such as ‘zhong jue’, ‘zhong que’, ‘zhong shi’, or ‘zhong zue’...etc. This means that
candidates were not familiar with the sound of ‘x’. Most of the candidates answering in characters scored this
question, but a small amount of candidates wrote H'5% and lost the mark.

Question 23 was about Wang Li’s favourite subject at School.
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The majority of the candidates picked up the correct word JJ; % and answered it correctly either in characters
or pinyin. However, a small amount of the candidates wrote ;5. 5. J7% . ‘li xue’ or ‘li shu’ and did not
score.

Question 24 required candidates to write what Wang Li’s hobby is.

Candidates answered this question most successfully. The majority of the candidates wrote the answer in
pinyin ‘paobu’ correctly or wrote a combination of pinyin and characters, such as paoZ> or fibu. It was a
shame that a few candidates attempted to write in characters but got it wrong as f4.2>. It is therefore
recommended that if in any doubt, candidates can write in pinyin and still score.

In Question 25, candidates were required to give the two reasons why Wang Li wanted to go travelling
abroad.

This question also seemed to be very challenging. For 25 (i), some candidates spotted the key word E%,
but did not include the verb i\ i}, which could not deliver the meaning of ‘getting to know other writers’.
Some candidates knew which part in the conversation was the answer, but unfortunately did not manage to
score the mark as the pinyin was not sound-alike. For example, ‘zuo ren’, ‘shu ija’ ‘zhuo zhu’, ‘zhuo zha’ or
‘guo jia’. There were some candidates answering in characters perfectly and others used a combination of
characters and pinyin to score the mark.

For 25 (ii), comparing to 25 (i), more candidates understood the sentence and scored the mark. However,
similarly, some candidates did not include the verb “*#’ and only wrote #M#, which could not deliver the full
reason of why Wang Li would like to travel. There were also a variety of pinyin spellings such as ‘wan yu’,
huai yu‘ or ‘way yu'. For those candidates who seemed not to understand the phrase ‘2%4f, they answered
‘hao wai yu’, ‘xue hai wai yu’, ‘shu hai wai yu’ ‘xie hao wai yu’ or ‘xia hao wai yu’...etc. Some candidates
seemed to get the rough idea of the answer, but did not manage to follow the exact meaning. Therefore
some answers such as 23 I[WTE &, BTG S, £4MEY 2] were seen.

It is advised that candidates pay attention to their presentation when writing their answers. Some candidates
scribbled and their writing was unintelligible, while others did not cross out their attempted answers properly,
making it difficult to see which their final answers were. Examiners could not give credit in such instances.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/12
Listening

Key Messages

Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal responses, which candidates
performed well in. To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and are very familiar
with the Defined Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening
comprehension practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also
need to be able to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but
must be straight to the point.

General Comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. It is helpful if candidates develop the habit of reading rubrics carefully and following the
instructions; the format of the paper and the question rubrics remain constant from year to year. When
preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the rubrics, as such
familiarity can only aid and reassure them in the examination.

It is worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes 2 choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the Examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves. Ticks put in the pictures themselves
are not obvious to see.

For Questions 11-15 and Questions 17-21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters
or pinyin that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains
clearly correct according to the recording. Candidates are advised to keep their answers clear and straight to
the point. Adding extra material can invalidate an otherwise correct response.

This year there were a few cases where '/’ or ‘ () * was used in responses to Questions 22-25. Candidates
need to make up their minds regarding their responses to a question and avoid using '/’ or ‘() .

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1
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Exercise 1 Questions 1-5
Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Most candidates scored 4 or 5 marks. Most candidates responded to Question 3 and

Question 5 correctly.

The most common mistake made was selecting C for Question 1, in other words selecting ‘#%’ instead of %%
#K’. Other mistakes include selecting C for Question 2, and B for Question 4.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did on his grandfather’s birthday.
Generally speaking candidates performed better on Question 6, Question 8 and Question 10.

More mistakes were made with Question 7 and Question 9. When incorrect choices were selected for
Question 7 and Question 9, choice A was often selected.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 11-15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short explanation of where things are on a
bookshelf. While many candidates did well here, it also proved to be challenging for a good number of other
candidates. In this exercise, for each question the whole variety of choices were selected by candidates as a
response. The most common mistake was choosing E instead of B for Question 15. In other words, ‘Hii#’
was incorrectly chosen by many candidates instead of ‘Hifjy’.

Amongst other mistakes in this exercise, C was often selected as an answer to any one of the questions
even though C only serves as a distractor here.

Exercise 2 Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and his tour guide. Li Ming was visiting the U.K. He was
talking with his tour guide to plan some activities. Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise
and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Mistakes tend to be missing choice B or choice F.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It is very pleasing to see that this year candidates did this exercise according to this
principle except the very few.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17-21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they plan to do on their birthdays this year. On the
whole, candidates did very well with these questions. In this exercise, candidates performed better with
Question 17 and Question 19. More mistakes were made with the other three questions. Many candidates
incorrectly chose D as the answer for Question 21. Some candidates chose B or D as the answer for
Question 18, and D as the answer for Question 20.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue, a participant at a summer camp in Germany.
As intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range
of performance.

Question 22 required candidates to state who organised the summer camp.

In this final exercise, candidates’ responses to Question 22 showed the largest variety. Most candidates

answered the question well or gave answers that were acceptable. There were also responses to this
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question that were incorrect, among which were /iK', ‘22K, ‘K2 and ‘IifiK:’.
Question 23 asked candidates to state Zhang Yue’s favourite activity at the summer camp.

Again most candidates answered this question perfectly well or gave answers that were acceptable. There
were some minor inaccuracies in character writing and pinyin spelling.

There were responses that were not acceptable including ‘Tz, ‘4R, “AAUR’, ‘%’ and ‘TER.
Question 24 asked the candidates to list the two reasons for holding the summer camp in Germany.

This is a challenging question. Many candidates did really well producing very good answers or responses
that might have some minor inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately demonstrated
sufficient understanding of this part of the interview.

(i) The key word here was kK “#. Most candidates understood that well and responded correctly. There
were cases where the candidates wrote ‘1R £ i/ Kf%%#;’. This meant something very different
from ‘1R £ {F K 2%’ and was not acceptable.

(ii)  The key word here was ‘A # or “AK#. A variety of responses in both characters and pinyin were
seen here, most of which conveyed the meaning clearly and were acceptable. There were
responses to this question that were not accepted including ‘AN AR, AL and AR,

Question 25 asked candidates to state where Zhang Yue would go the following year.
A variety of responses were seen here. There were many responses that were short and straight to the point
or were longer and more explanatory, both of which well demonstrated that the candidates understood what

was said in this final part of the interview.

The required answer to this question was ‘HA’. It was perfectly fine to respond ‘% H A%~ H &' There were
some candidates who responded ‘2% H &', which was not acceptable because this response did not tell us
the location that she would go to.

There were also a variety of responses written in characters that were not acceptable, including ‘H 4, ‘A,

ENE

On the whole, candidates performed well in this last exercise.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/13
Listening

Key Messages

To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates are very familiar with the Defined Content for the
syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension practice. To perform well in
the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able to write down their answers
in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but they must be straight to the point.

General Comments

The number of strong performances this year shows the understanding of the importance of listening and
responding skills.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres were well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of the
requirements. It will be helpful if candidates get in the habit of reading rubrics carefully and following the
instructions. The format of the paper and the question rubrics remain constant from year to year. When
preparing candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the rubrics, as such
familiarity will support candidates in the examination.

It is worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes two or more choices, whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which
candidates do not wish the Examiners to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves. Ticks put in the pictures themselves
are not obvious for the Examiners to see.

For Questions 11-15 and Questions 17-21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in each
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters
or pinyin that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains
clearly correct according to the recording. It would also be beneficial to the candidates if they can keep their
answers clear and straight to the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can
invalidate an otherwise correct response.

For Questions 22-25, candidates need to make up their minds regarding their response to a question and
refrain from using ‘ /" or * () .

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1-5
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Candidates generally performed well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short
recordings of one or two sentences. Most candidates scored 4 or 5 marks. The most common mistake made
was with Question 2. Instead of C, many candidates selected B and a few selected A.

Other mistakes include selecting B for Question 3 and A for Question 5.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did the day before. Candidates generally
did very well on this exercise.

The most common mistake was selecting B or C instead of A for Question 8.

Section 2

Exercise 1 Questions 11-15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short explanation of what each of the five members
of a family does on a Sunday. While many candidates did well here, it also proved to be challenging for a
good number of other candidates. The most common mistakes were with Question 11 and Question 13.
For Question 11, some candidates chose E or G instead of F. For Question 13, instead of G, many

candidates chose E and some chose D or F.

Candidates generally responded to Question 12 and Question 14 correctly. Some mistakes were made with
Question 15, where C, E or G was chosen instead of D.

Exercise 2 Questions 16
Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and his friend. Li Ming was visiting his friend who lived in
the countryside. They were talking to work out things to do during Li Ming’s visit. Candidates generally

performed very well on this exercise and most achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Mistakes in this exercise tend to be missing choice E or choice F. There were also a few candidates who
missed choosing A or I.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It is very pleasing to see that this year candidates generally did this exercise accordingly.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17-21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they planned to do after school. On the whole,
candidates did well with these questions. In this exercise, candidates performed better with Question 18,
Question 19 and Question 21. More mistakes were made with the other two questions. Many candidates
incorrectly chose E as the answer for Question 17. Some candidates incorrectly chose C or E as the answer
for Question 20.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue who had sent her son abroad to study. As
intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range of
performance. There were some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the
opportunity to score one or two marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state the age of Zhang Yue’s son when he went to study in France.

This was the first question in this exercise and was a straightforward one. Most candidates answered the
question very well or gave answers that were acceptable.

Question 23 asked candidates to explain why Zhang Yue’s son wanted to learn French.
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Again most candidates answered this question well or gave answers that were acceptable even though with
some minor inaccuracies in character writing and pinyin spelling.

There were responses that were not acceptable including /R E % and ‘1R fping’.

Question 24 asked the candidates to list the two things that Zhang Yue was planning to do with her son this
summer.

This proved to be a challenging question. However, many candidates did well producing strong answers or
responses that might have some minor inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately
demonstrated sufficient understanding of this part of the interview.

(i) The key word here was Z:¥Jl K 2#. A variety of responses in both characters and pinyin were seen
here, many of which conveyed the meaning clearly and were accepted. There were cases where

candidates simply wrote “AX2%" or ‘% [H K%%". These were not full enough answers and were not
acceptable.

(ii)  The key word here was ‘2:J¢[E. Most candidates understood that and responded correctly. Again
a variety of responses in both characters and pinyin were seen here, many of which conveyed the

meaning clearly and were accepted.

Question 25 asked candidates to state what Zhang Yue’s son would like to study in university.

It's a very straightforward question and most candidates responded well. A variety of responses were seen
here. Some were acceptable while some others were not e.g. ‘Fiishi’ and ‘liu shi'.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should remember:

e To study questions carefully. Marks are awarded for accurately locating answers in the passage. A
concise answer is highly recommended.

«  Thatinaccuracies in Chinese characters are tolerated provided that the message is clear and that the
candidate’s answer does not give a different meaning, which might cause confusion in comprehension
of the message.

e Tolearn adjectives and their antonyms, especially the common ones, which can be seen in Question
13.

«  To attempt every question in the paper, even those that candidates may feel less confident in, such as
questions in the last exercise.

General comments

On the whole, there were many very good responses to this paper. Vast majority of candidates were aware
of the requirements.

Generally speaking, the difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of
answers is largely related to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance,
Question 8 appeared to be more challenging due to inclusion of less common key words. All the vocabulary
in the prescribed minimum core vocabulary list must therefore be studied thoroughly before candidates take
the exam.

Finally, more emphasis should be placed to attention to detail. It is the requirement to both understand the
questions, as well as provide relevant answers. As random, indiscriminate lifting cannot result in marks being
awarded, such as in Question 30 — Question 32 where genuine understanding is required for gaining a high
mark.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1, Questions 1-5

The questions in this exercise are generally well tackled, especially Question 1 and Question 2, which has
been answered consistently, with very few candidates making mistakes.

There are only two exceptions, Question 4 and Question 5, with which even a few strong candidates made
an incorrect attempt. This was probably because candidates were less familiar with the testing characters of
“ K" (spring) and “ #it " (church). Consequently, other answers were selected instead of the correct
ones.

Exercise 2, Question 6-9
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The overall responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard, especially for Question 6
and Question 7, as most candidates have delivered an excellent performance across these two questions.
However, Question 8 and Question 9 have generated a significant number of wrong responses. In
particular, Question 8, as many candidates only know the vocabulary for mobile phone but not “/& {5
(send text message). All the vocabulary in the prescribed minimum core vocabulary list should be covered in
preparation.

Exercise 3, Question 10-12

For this exercise, candidates need to read a sentence in Chinese in the box before handling the following
multiple-choice questions. The sentence is about New Year, which is very familiar to candidates. Therefore,
the majority of candidates handled these questions with great success. Candidates answered the questions
very well for Question 11.

Section 2
Exercise 1, Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences.

Most candidates performed very well in this exercise, especially for Questions 14—16. However, Question
13 has generated significant amount of incorrect answers. This is because the word “i “(close) appeared in
the passage, many candidates did not pay attention to the negate word “4~ “(not) before it and adverb “Lt45
(relatively) in the question. The correct answer should be the antonym of “IT “(close) — “i&” (far). To sum up,
genuine comprehension and careful reading is required to obtain high marks for this exercise.

Exercise 2, Questions 17-24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions
regarding it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.
The passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Wang to his friend Xiao Li about his trip to Huang Shan
together with his father.

Often, only a very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer was present, additional
material copied from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or made the answer incomprehensible.
The quality of written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were excellent, which showed an improvement from last year. Although there were still a
handful of candidates decided not to attempt certain questions, such as Question 19. Trying for every
question is highly recommended.

On the whole, candidates handled questions exceptionally well throughout this exercise. The only one
question which candidates frequently encountered difficulty was Question 23. It asked what was Xiao Wang
father’s opinion about the food in the restaurant. Because the last paragraph of the passage mentioned Xiao
Wang’s opinion as well as his father’s option and they are contradictory, a significant amount of candidates
copied the wrong information if they did not read that paragraph and question carefully. Furthermore, some
candidates simply copied “A A &* (disagree) without explaining what exactly is Xiao Wang’s father’s opinion
about the food, hence this is not sufficient to answer the question.

Section 3
Exercise 1, Question 25-28

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then
answering the multiple-choice questions. The questions were asked in the same order as the information
was presented in the passage.

Performance in the questions varied as candidates had mixed levels of success in them. Question 25
appeared as the easiest question as vast majority of candidates answered it correctly, whereas Question 28
has generated most incorrect answers. This is because both the answer A “45 4545 fi2E H 48" (make birthday
meal for mum) and answer C “f§iA A 11" (to learn to cook different dishes) have been mentioned in
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the passage, but they happened in different time period. Some candidates found it is confusing to
understand what happened first and difficult to distinguish the reason and cause of the action “_= T £ [P
Yt “ (attend more cooking lessons).

Exercise 2, Question 29-35

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrate their
understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions become more difficult. Even though there were
some very good responses, many candidates found this exercise challenging. A number of candidates left
some questions blank, especially for Question 31 and Question 32. Trying for all questions is highly
recommended, even if unsure of the answer.

The majority of candidates answered Question 29 and Question 33 with ease. However, Question 31 was
not answered well at all. This was possibly due to candidates did not understand the key words “4Z4{.”
(change) within the question, and did not understand the description of the changes for international students
mentioned in first paragraph.

Question 35 also proved difficult for some. Many candidates answered “ 8% 4C £} “(miss parents) as a result
of direct lifting from the passage, but did not understand Li Yun said although she would miss parents, she
wanted to stay with local English family to “ %7 %1 5 2 4[] 3C46* (learn more local culture), which is the
correct answer. Genuine comprehension was required to tackle this exercise.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should bear the following in mind during preparation:

e  Study the entire range of prescribed Minimum Core Vocabulary carefully, and expand vocabulary level
accordingly.

e When providing an answer for short-answer questions, full sentences are not required. A concise
answer is required.

e Genuine understanding of a passage is required before tackling questions. Random lifting cannot result
in any mark.

e  Attempt every question in the paper.

General comments

On the whole, candidates appeared well prepared for the examination and there were some excellent
responses to this paper. Most candidates were aware of the requirements.

The difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of answers is largely related
to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance, Question 4 appeared to be more
challenging due to candidates were less familiar with the key words. Therefore, all the vocabularies in the
prescribed vocabulary list needs to be studied thoroughly before taking the exam.

More emphasis should be placed to attention to detail. It is required to understand both the questions and
passages before attempting to provide answers. This is because quite often, distractors are also included in
the passage. Furthermore, random lifting cannot result in any mark, same for partial answer. For instance,
Question 34 >/ X" is a wrong answer because it did not mention “ 25 J8” (relatives), even though it only
missed out one character “j”.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1

Questions 1-5

Most candidates tackled the questions in this exercise very well, especially Question 3, which received
excellent responses, with only a very small amount of candidates making mistakes. Both Question 2 and

Question 5 were also well performed.

There was only one exception, Question 4, which required candidates to recognise the season mentioned in
the sentence and identify it with the given pictures. Many candidates went for A “%&°K” (spring) instead of the
correct answer B “ K" (summer).
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Exercise 2
Question 6-9

In general candidates performed well in this exercise with the vast majority of candidates excelling. Almost
every candidate provided the correct answer for Question 8. Whilst only a small amount of candidates made
an incorrect attempt in Question 9, as it required candidates to understand “Z 15" (post letter) which seemed
less familiar to candidates.

Exercise 3
Question 10-12

Overall responses by candidates across ability levels were of a good standard for these multiple-choice
questions. Question 12 proved to be more challenging, as a sizable amount of candidates did not choose
the correct answer B “ i 111" (supermarket), but assumed C “*%¢J5)” (police station) is the correct answer by
reading “ £t % T (lost wallet). Therefore, all the sentences in the box should be read carefully before
choosing the correct answer.

Furthermore, candidates should be advised to give a clear answer by a tick in the relevant box. Candidates
should be informed that if they provide more than one answer, even if it includes the correct answer, marks
will not be awarded.

Section 2
Exercise 1
Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences.

Candidates performed exceptionally well in this exercise, which was an improvement from last year. Only
Question 13 has generated a small amount of mistake with a handful of candidates chose “ 4 ” (do not)
instead of the correct answer “#i"(all).

Exercise 2
Questions 17-24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions
regarding it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.
The passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Wang to his friend Xiao Li about his other friend Xiao Bai and
their overseas trip to South America.

Often, only a very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer appeared, additional
material copied from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or incomprehensible. The quality of
written Chinese is considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were excellent, candidates handled questions exceptionally well throughout this exercise.
The only one question where candidates frequently encountered difficulty was Question 23. It asked when
did Xiao Bai have Chinese lesson. In the passage it mentioned Xiao Bai’s School did not offer Chinese
lessons, therefore he needed to go for Chinese lessons every Saturday. Some candidates were confused by
when Xiao Bai actually had Chinese lessons.
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Section 3
Exercise 1
Question 25-28

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then
answering the multiple-choice questions. The questions were asked in the same order as the information
was presented in the passage.

Generally speaking, candidates handled the questions well. Vast majority of candidates chose the correct
answer for Question 25, Question 26 and Question 28. Only Question 27 generated some wrong
response “A”. This is because some key words of the distractor A “/32] T H 5" (gain freedom) also appeared
in the passage, although linked by a conjunction phrase “ A~{H ... i& ...” (not only...but also...). The correct
answer was located in the sentence above “{H&ix L84t {3l AR PR AL 77 (but these fish were dead very
quickly in the lake). Therefore, a careful reading is required for this exercise.

Exercise 2
Question 29-35

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

A small amount of candidates decided not to attempt certain questions, in particular Question 33.
Candidates will benefit from being advised to make an attempt on these questions rather than omitting them
entirely.

As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions become more difficult. Even though there were
some excellent responses, such as Question 30i, generally speaking, candidates find this exercise
challenging. A significant amount of candidates encountered difficulty with Question 32. This question asked
what sport did Ding Yi’s father wanted to do initially (not the sport he was actually doing). In the passage, it
mentioned two sports, “¥F 4" (cycling) and “¥i5” (running). Many candidates did not understand the key

words “A3K 7 (originally), and chose the wrong sport for this questions.

Question 34 also proved to be challenging in this exercise, as it required candidates to provide an answer
identifying what did Ding Yi do for his father's 50" birthday. The correct answer should be

“YRiE T R KB AR £ B (invited relatives and close friends to run in the park). Many candidates
did not include the verb “&i# T (to invite) for this answer, hence the answer is not sufficient. Other
candidates did not copy down the entire phrase “>%J14f /" (relatives and close friends) accurately so made
the answer incomprehensible. Therefore, genuine comprehension and careful lifting is required for this
exercise.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

« Candidates should attempt every question in the paper, even where they are less confident.

*  When providing an answer for short-answer questions, full sentences are not required. Brief answers
with sufficient content are frequently all that is needed.

. Inaccuracies in Chinese can be tolerated provided that the message is clear and that the candidate’s
rendering of the answer does not give a different meaning that might cause confusion in comprehension
of the message.

e Genuine understanding of a passage is required before tackling questions. Random lifting cannot result
in any mark.

General comments

Candidates are reminded to be familiar with the full minimum core vocabulary list.

As often the distractors are included in the passage as well, genuine understanding of a passage is the key
to gain high marks for this paper. Answers should be short and precise, and should avoid placing the
Examiners in the position to choose the correct answer from among wrong answers, which cannot result in
any mark being awarded.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 — Questions 1-5

The questions in this exercise are designed to test candidates understanding for key vocabulary. Most
candidates tackled the questions in this exercises well, although the whole performance varied depends on
how well candidates know the vocabulary. For example, all the candidates answered Question 2 correctly
because they were very familiar with the vocabulary “FJixi” (computer). On the other hand, Question 1
generated more wrong responses, probably because the word “ #ij%” (grapes) was less common to
candidates compared with ‘apples’ and ‘bananas’.
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Exercise 2 — Questions 6-9

Overall candidates delivered a strong performance in this exercise. The majority of candidates excelled in
these questions, with only a small amount of candidates giving incorrect attempts for Question 8, as it
required candidates to understand the word “74%&” (magazine). In fact, this exercise provided two clues for
candidates to tackle the questions. Question 8 for instance, if candidates did not understand the word “74&”
(magazine), they could use the second clue “ ¥}’&” sofa) to work out the correct answer D.

Exercise 3 — Questions 10-12

These multiple-choice questions require candidates to read the sentences in the box and choose the correct
answer according to the questions. In general, responses by candidates across ability range were of a good
standard. Vast majority of candidates answered Question 10 accurately as they in general know the
subjects well. However, Question 11 proved to be more challenging, because many candidates did not
recognize the phrase “/Ns2” (corner shop), and assumed it was school canteen where Xiao Zhang bought
his drink, so often chose the incorrect answer C instead.

Section 2
Exercise 1 — Questions 13-16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete sentences. Some distractors were included in the passage, hence careful
reading is required.

For example, the correct answer for Question 13 is “AZJf” (transport), which echoed with the information
given in the first sentence of the passage. However, many candidates chose the wrong answer “ J445”
(environment) because this word is also included in the first sentence. Therefore, candidates should have
read Question 13 carefully before making a decision.

For Question 16, a fair amount of candidates decided not to attempt this question. But in fact, where thry
did, the accuracy for this question was quite high.

Exercise 2 — Questions 17-22

In this exercise, candidates were required to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions regarding
it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. The
passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Li to his friends Xiao Wang about his plan for Spring Festival,
when he will attend his elder sister's wedding in Chong Qing.

The responses were of a satisfactory standard but it is unfortunate that some candidates decided not to
attempt certain questions, such as Question 20 and Question 21.

On the whole, candidates handled Question 17, Question 19 and Question 21 fairly well, with only a
minority of candidates making mistakes. Where there were wrong answers, the problems were frequently
encountered with Question 22. It was largely due to two locations and activities were mentioned in the last
paragraph of the passage and a number of candidates did not pay enough attention to “ 5¢2:Wf B2 (where to
go first) in the question and either answered both locations or the second location.

Section 3
Exercise 1 — Questions 23-26

In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese, then answering
the multiple choice questions that followed. The questions were asked in the same order as the information
was presented in the passage. It was encouraging to see vast majority of candidates had attempted all these
questions.

Performance in these questions varied. Question 24 appeared the most accessible, whereas Question 26
generated the most incorrect answers. This was because the original definition of success for Ma Dong was
not the correct answer, as his view about success changed dramatically after his working experience post
graduation. The correct answer should be B “ (i = %X [¥] 5" (do one’s favourite things well). Question 23
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also generated a high number of mistakes. This was because two distractors also appeared in the passage.
Therefore, when handling these questions, attention to detail is highly recommended.

Exercise 2 — Question 27-32

In this final exercise of the paper, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to
demonstrate their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, in Chinese. The
questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.

Although candidates were encouraged to attempt all the questions, regretfully, some questions were still left
blank, such as Question 30 and Question 32. The main reason of leaving answers blank was because
candidates did not know what to answer. However, those candidates who did attempt Question 32, usually
produced answers of a good quality. Hence, trying every question in the exam paper is highly recommended
in the future.

Question 29 was not usually answered well and this was possibly due to candidates not being able to
distinguish between fact and Li Mei father’s opinion in her words. Question 28 and Question 31 also posed
problems for many candidates, as they did not appear to understand the sentences in the passage. For
example, some candidates wrote down irrelevant time phrase for Question 28 instead of directly answering
the question. Question 31 was the same. The grammatical structure “ A J&... 1M &...” (not...is...) provided
the answer of why Li Mei likes her job clearly. This is an example of candidates needing to show their
comprehension instead of random lifting.

Chinese character writing is tolerated provided the meaning is clear. It is a pleasant trend that candidates
produced neater and clearer handwriting for Chinese characters in these short-answer questions.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

e Those conducting the test must read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Teacher/examiners’ Notes Booklet that
accompanies the role-play cards each year in order to be fully aware of the requirements of this test.

. To score high marks, candidates need to show consistent ability to use a variety of structures and
precise vocabulary both in the Topic Presentation/Conversation and in the General Conversation
sections.

. In both the Topic Presentation/Conversation and the General Conversation sections, the
teacher/examiner/teacher/examiner must ask questions which allow the candidates to show that s/he
can describe events or express ideas using both past and future time-frames. (See Teacher/examiners’
Notes Booklet) pages 9, 10 and 15 Discussion in the General Conversation should be appropriate to the
individual candidate’s ability: the same questions should not be asked of all the candidates.

«  Atleast two topics need to be covered in the General Conversation and should not overlap with the
content of the Topic Presentation.

«  Teacher/examiner/teacher/examiners must not suggest possible answers or give clues to candidates.
The candidate should be doing most of the speaking.

»  The Speaking test should be conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. There should be no use of
English in the test. Only Chinese should be used in the transitions between sections of the test.
Cantonese and other varieties of Chinese should not be used in the test.

General comments

Most centres administered and carried out the tests very well. In order to give candidates the best possible
chance, teacher/examiner/teacher/examiners should ensure they have read the Teacher/examiners’ Notes
Booklet carefully so that both the tests and the relevant administration are varied out correctly.

Previous Principal Moderators’ Reports for the centre should also be consulted.

In order to allow the moderation process to operate effectively, it is important that CDs arrive undamaged;
they must therefore be well packaged, ideally in a plastic case within a padded envelope, and clearly
labelled.

The full requirements of the test are clearly laid out in the Teacher/examiners’ Notes Booklet and all centres
are strongly advised to read through a past paper well in advance of the test, so they have plenty of time to
clarify any uncertainties.

Clerical checks

In most centres, the addition and transfer of marks was accurate. In some centres, however, a number of
errors were found, sometimes with large discrepancies between the recorded totals and the actual totals. It is
essential that the addition of marks on the Working Mark Sheet as well as the transcription of the total marks
onto the MS1 mark sheet/computer is checked to ensure candidates receive the correct marks. It is
advisable for more than one person in the centre to check these numbers.
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Cover sheet for moderation sample

Most centres remembered to submit the coversheet for Moderation Sample, duly completed, along with their
other materials for external moderation. Completion of this form allows centres to check that their moderation
sample is correct before they dispatch it to Cambridge, and the completed form must be submitted with the
sample.

Sample size

Many centres managed to select a good recorded sample which covered evenly the full spread of
performance in the centre. Please ensure that the sample marks are spread evenly, not grouped as ‘good’,
‘middling’ and ‘poor’: for example, they might be 99, 87, 76, 67, 53 but not 99, 98, 76, 75, 53, 51.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put on the Working Mark Sheet to indicate the candidates
who have been included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many candidates.

Centres using more than one teacher/examiner/ teacher/examiner should include samples from each
Teacher/examiner should include samples from each Teacher/examiner in an appropriate proportion. Each
Teacher/examiner should complete and sign his/her own Working Mark Sheet.

Recording quality and presentation of the sample

They should always be saved onto a CD or USB as an .mp3 file. This should be clearly labelled (see below),
but please do not put sticky labels on the CD as these can easily become detached and make the CD
unplayable.

Speaking tests should be conducted in a quiet place, away from any noise causing disruption. In a small
number of cases, candidates and/or the teacher/examiner/teacher/examiner were not always clearly heard. If
an external microphone has been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the candidate than
to the teacher/examiner. The recording should be checked at intervals by the teacher/examiner to ensure
that it is clear and there are no extraneous noises. Please ensure you have checked that all the recordings
are present and can be played before you send the recording to Cambridge.

The CD should not be stopped during the recording. The candidates should be introduced by name and
candidate number by the teacher/examiner, not by the candidates themselves.

The tracks on CDs should be labelled using the convention specified in the Teacher/examiners’ Notes
Booklet: Centre number_candidate number_examination number_component number, e.g.
PQ123_0001_0547_03. Labelling them as ‘Track 1’, “Track 2’, etc. is not helpful when finding individual
candidates. A card stating which candidates appear on each CD must be enclosed, not glued or stapled,
with each CD.

Internal Moderation in centres

In most cases, centres had adopted a thoroughly professional approach to Internal Moderation and had
carefully documented their procedures for achieving consistency. It was clear that in many centres great
efforts had been made to cross-check the standard applied by different teacher/examiners and to ensure that
marks awarded followed a single rank order before they were submitted to Cambridge.

In a small number of cases centres provided insufficient evidence of the Internal Moderation procedures
followed, merely writing different marks next to the original marks on the Working Mark Sheet. Some
justification of why the adjustment was made must be included in the documentation.

Details of the centre’s Internal Moderation procedures must also be sent to Cambridge, as specified on the
‘Cover sheet for moderation sample’.

The coordinating teacher/examiner is responsible for checking that the mark scheme has been applied
consistently by all of the teacher/examiners in the centre. If a particular teacher/examiner’s marking is judged
by his/her colleagues to be out of line with the other marking at the centre, all the marks for candidates
examined by that teacher/examiner must be checked and adjusted accordingly before paperwork is
submitted to Cambridge.

BB Cambridge Assessment
QP International Education ©2018




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese June 2018
Principal Teacher/examiner Report for Teacher/examiners

Transitions between sections of the text

English must not be introducee during the tests: each new section can be introduced in

Chinese, for instance by using sentences such as WAESATIE S0 TEA / IIAEBENEE 584 / DIAESHAT
1 H6iE I, and so on.

Working Mark Sheets

This year some incomplete Working Mark Sheets were submitted. These should be filled in with candidates’
full names, the numbers of their Role Play cards, and signed and dated by the teacher/examiner.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put against the names of the candidates who are
included in the recorded sample, particularly in Centres with many candidates.

Despatch of the sample

Please ensure that the CDs are well packaged. CDs are particularly vulnerable to damage in transit, and
need to be carefully packed in strong containers, ideally in a plastic case inside a padded envelope. A few
centres sent their CDs in flimsy plastic or paper pockets. Avoid using staples to attach the centre label to the
soft plastic cover of the CD, as it can damage the surface of the CD and hence the recording.

Comments on specific questions

Role Plays

Overall, the Role Plays were conducted very well. Teacher/examiners are reminded of the need for careful
preparation before the test and that they must not create extra tasks, nor omit tasks. If the stipulated tasks
are changed or omitted and/or extra tasks are added this will confuse candidates and it changes the nature
of the examination. Marks can only be awarded for completing the tasks as presented on the Role Play
cards. Centres are reminded that on some tasks a short response may be sufficient to attract a mark of
three.

Each candidate should be handed a single Role Play card and should complete both the Role Plays on that
card. Candidates should be given the Role-play cards in random order, not 1,2, 3,40r1,1,1,2,2,2...
Please record the number of the card given to each candidate in the space provided on the Working Mark
Sheet.

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the teacher/examiner before
commencing the test. This is reassuring for the candidate, and establishes that he/she is playing a role, not
merely answering for him- or herself. The introduction should NOT be read in English. Candidates should
avoid answers in the Role-plays which are formulaic or neutral, such as %} T ‘yes’ or A~ 4/1i& ‘I don’t know’,
as they give no indication that the candidate has understood the question.

A Role Plays
The A Role Plays were found to be of equal level of challenge.
All the terms used in these Role Plays are in the Minimum Core Vocabulary.

. You are on a bus on the way to school. You meet a friend or relative. He/she is asking you about
your school.

Some candidates had difficulty with answering: How many students in your school?
. You are at a cinema talking to your friend.

Weaker candidates omitted the currency word when answering: How much for a ticket? and some
candidates were not clear how to answer: What do you want to eat? (in the context of a cinema).

. You are telephoning a Chinese restaurant, talking to a waiter.

Most candidates handled this well.
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B Role plays
. You would like to visit another city. You and your friend are talking about your plans.
Weaker candidates answered with a country name for the question: Which city do you want to go to?
e After returning home from holiday, you have a fever. You go to see the doctor.

Most candidates handled this well.

. You are in a big department store. You can’t find your friend. A shop assistant comes to help
you.

Weaker candidates misinterpreted £ X as a question about size rather than age.
Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation
The standard of work in this section covered the full range of performance.

Introduction to the Topic Presentation

This must be introduced by the teacher/examiner in Chinese, not English, for example by saying
IAERENSS —#B4r . The candidate should begin by stating clearly what his/her topic is, for example “J&[¥]
@ H &---.” as sometimes it is not obvious what topic is being presented. This statement will also help
candidates focus on their topic.

Topics chosen
Many candidates chose My family, My hobby, Sport, School life, My future, My friend, My holiday.

More unusual topics included: India’s Diwali festival, The benefits of reading, Adapting to life in the UK,
Comparing life in China with life in Spain, The buildings of Jakarta, An unforgettable school trip.

Candidates who chose Myself as their topic were disadvantaged in the General Conversation.

Timin

Please note that the Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation should last a total of about five minutes.
In some centres much less time than this was allowed, and their candidates were thereby disadvantaged. In
a very few cases the teacher/examiner did not ask any questions after the candidate had finished the
presentation. In such cases no marks can be awarded, as the mark scheme specifically rewards responses
to questions.

Topic Conversation

The teacher/examiner should introduce this section in Chinese, for example by saying ‘W#FEK S W A/R LA
o)l

In some centres it was evident that the opening sections of the Topic Presentation had been memorised: this
type of rote learning misses the point of the Speaking Test, and will not allow candidates to show the full
range of their ability in Chinese. Candidates should be encouraged to speak spontaneously, and not to
memorise speeches.

The teacher/examiner should listen carefully to the candidates’ presentations, and then lead them skilfully
through the Topic Conversation by asking appropriate questions, allowing them both to develop their topic,
offer opinions and to demonstrate their language skills. In some cases the teacher/examiner ignored what
the candidate had just said and asked a prepared question even though the answer to his/her question had
just been given. This is very confusing for the candidate.

Centres are reminded that no English should be used during the Speaking Test, and that candidates should
not be corrected during the tests.
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Most centres handled the transition from the Topic Conversation to the General Conversation well, but some
centres are still not making clear the ending of the Topic Conversation and the start of the General
Conversation. This can be done by saying ‘BLZEHENSE =5,

Time-frames

The Teacher/examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (e.g. ‘When did you begin
to...?’) AND about the future (e.g. ‘When do you plan to....?’). See Appendix A.

Candidates who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes Booklet.

In answer to a question such as ‘How long [a time] did you do [an action]?’ saying a length of time such as
‘Z4F, ’is not by itself sufficient to show that a candidate can convey a past time-frame meaning. In such a
case, a verb is also required, for example ‘F2% T =4, °

Teacher/examiners should ask more questions, until candidates have showed they can convey meaning
using both past and future time frames successfully.

General Conversation

Timing: Please note that the General Conversation should last about five minutes: in some centres much
less time than this was allowed, and their candidates were disadvantaged. In most cases, however, it was
carried out well.

Questions asked: In a few centres identical questions were asked of all the candidates. This is not in the
spirit of the examination and makes the whole exercise artificial and lacking in spontaneity. Each candidate
should be asked different questions at an appropriately challenging level, according to their ability.
The Teacher/examiner should judge the appropriate level of question for the individual candidate. A weak
candidate might be asked What sports do you like? but a more able candidate might be asked Why do you
think exercise is important?

The General Conversation should be based on the individual candidates’ responses and so should not be
over-rehearsed or prepared beforehand. Please note that two or three of the Defined Content topics should
be covered during the General Conversation.

It is better to ask questions in depth on a few topics rather than a large number of unrelated questions.

There is no ‘Presentation’ in the General Conversation. The General Conversation involves the
teacher/examiner asking the candidates a series of questions on two or three topics.

Time-frames the teacher/examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (‘WWhen did you begin...?’)
AND about the future (‘When do you plan to....?"). If this is not done the candidates will be seriously
disadvantaged. Candidates who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be
awarded more than 6 marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’
Notes Booklet.
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/41
Writing

General comments

Most candidates understood the question type well and produced enough detail and additional information
for Question 2. A few candidates failed to answer all of the questions or incorrectly answered questions in
Pinyin, occasionally with English words. Some candidates used more complex structures and more difficult
characters which reflected their linguistic ability. It was pleasing to see a number of excellent performances
from centres especially for Question 3 (a) helping out in a primary school and Question 3 (b) views of
mobile phones.

It was pleasant to see a number of candidates who were learners providing a detailed and expanded essay
with plenty of extra information. Some candidates made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary used;
however, it was very impressive that they attempted to tell interesting stories and justified their opinions with
most straightforward characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters
should always be used, and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates
should, however, be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3 they
will not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in section 2 question 3 since there were 3
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would
have been a much more efficient way to gain higher marks. Again, letter format is not essential to score a
Communication mark. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count. Writing more
information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending
formalities.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The task was to write about five things you can buy in a supermarket and most candidates attempted this
question well, providing a wide range of things which can be bought from supermarkets, such as food,
clothes, stationery, etc. However, a small amount of the candidates answered in pinyin or English, which
could not be awarded any marks. Other impressive answers included

BAEAG. OFRE. BOURK. BEE. 1%, TN although basic words were perfectly fine to score marks in
this section, such as 2£. K. ft. /K. [']. 1 etc. Copying the example or answering the questions in pinyin
or English was not awarded marks e.g. %74 or $t4%. Adding suffix to 15 e.g. " 315 org& 345 will score
marks but not more than 2 marks in the same category.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct

radicals or correct suffix, e.g. E(%E). FJLWL) TR BCEF) L. ma)(H). 8(E)EK, £&(L)EK ete.
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No measure words or verbs were needed. A noun should be sufficient to score marks, therefore 3% F-3% was
tolerated.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about their summer camp based on 5 questions. The overall
performance in this question was good since the candidates were familiar with the topic and the questions.
With guided questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers. A few candidates used
complex structures in this section, such as

CREG IR, BB A NG IIERAT S LR, UG IR VAR R 0 4 7 5

HAENNGEHA AL, BRI RIREEXKA)” or idiom 52 )74 5. 47 )7 HLi%. However, simple structures
and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this section.

Some candidates did a good job expanding answers. For example, for bullet point (a), some wrote
AR, JbRERL, KA WIREF to add more details. For bullet point (b), some added details such
as “E BRI TG SLRTTER, FIRBES) T R ITaR",

Some answers were very brief and lack of details therefore could not score fully for the communication mark.
Candidates should keep in mind to include more details where it is possible. For example, some of the
answers for bullet point (c) were just “Ft = Xk #] % £k”. Details such as “IN R EE. REF5C" would help to
score more marks for Communication. As for (d), instead of just saying “F& 3T 1R 1R 4f 17", expanding the
answer by saying “E A E W/ FRE R, AN, iR LZ” will get three more marks.

Some candidates, despite scoring a full mark for Language, did not manage to score a full mark for
Communication as they missed out a couple of bullet points or did not provide enough information.
Candidates should not be concerned about the word count if the minimum word limit has been reached. It is
a shame to see some candidates crossed out correct sentences which contained more information due to
the worry of exceeding the word limit.

Candidates should be aware that most of Question 2 tasks were set in present tense apart from one task.
When candidates wrote the answer, they should have been more alert with tenses and looked at the tense
markers e.g. 8 or time phrase WJ4F. Some able candidates wrote what they did last summer for the whole
essay, therefore, some Communication marks could be lost.

Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, and Chinese characters should be used. English and
pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words. Pinyin and English words cannot count towards the
communication mark. Some candidates wrote the place name of the summer camp in English e.g. Paris
instead of a country e.g. ¥%[, they should avoid this happening in future exams. Places like 7Eif§i2, fE il HL
were accepted for task (a) &4 E {EMEH.

Accuracy of Language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

o S dEK(E) TEWEYR. BAR(E) F(UF)RS 5 G99 KA,

o) W, #HOGE W, FER G .

J& has proved to be overused once again this year when it was not needed, e.g. 2R RIFIZ. .
Common errors for simple characters: “I'I X" for “F1”.

Use of “f1” to link 2 sentences, e.g. W4EB AT EERFN 2 H 5555,

Misuse of {4 to link a list of nouns, e.g. FAIZIR L KR E. .
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Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3, candidates could opt for the one they felt more confident about. Nearly 60 per cent of the
candidates opted for Question 3 (a) while (b) and (c) were equally popular. School experience and views on
mobile phones seemed to be well trained topics. Letter format was not as essential as it was in previous
years to score Communication and Language marks, therefore, writing more information regarding to the
bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending formalities e.g.

U ABAHWCENRIE T RS AL ? Fal it ?”; “RAARREIRAE L. RS IREEIF? LIRS A e
, TIEL

It was pleasing to see the improvement of understanding the rubrics this year. Most candidates covered all
the bullet points but some candidates wrote7 i ], instead of 75/™/Nifalthough they understood % K H] in
Question 3 (a) task 1, probably were affected by their mother tongue. Some candidates did not read the
tasks carefully e.g. _-/~2 111 which should be in a past time frame. Instead, they wrote

“FoAEAN LI AR /N 2E SR = AN/, Candidates should be advised to pay particular attention to different
tenses in Question 3.

Past time setting seemed to be a continuous issue in the recent years. Past tense marker ] and past time
expressions #it, 4>, ffwere ignored so candidates used either present or future tense
‘A AL 5", “TRIIA A S L and “J5 ok k& A4E 2L MRUEIZ R to respond the question
“PROCIB ML T A7, “UEZ N Tt and “J5 Kk 4= T 414357, therefore, communication and language marks
would be affected. Centres should advise candidates to read the questions with greater care and follow the
patterns and tense frames which will achieve better results.

A few candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the questions
words and inserted with 1R %ffor “URut S0 B (1) 24 AR I8 A RE”, ARV for “ORIEIS AN T 44", KA T 1R % Fifor
SaRRAET A AT, AFTE A4 for “EEWU A4 BA K. It should not be encouraged in the teaching
practice and candidates should be encouraged to write more relevant information in greater details for the
tasks.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to grandpa to describe a day at a primary School you helped
with. The majority of candidates covered all the tasks very well and they were well trained to use
adjectives to express opinions and different activities for task 2 “what did you do there” and task 5
“what do you plan to do next term”.

Task 1 was well attempted with a reasonable length of time, but some candidates wrote s i ],
instead of /Nx/>/Mifalthough they understood £ K[t} [i]. A handful of candidates did not understand
i} [aJland wrote what time the School started. A few candidates wrote 1R K [alinstead of =N/,
it would be better to write more details about a certain period of time, e.g.

MCEL LS B R T fafter that sentences to gain higher marks in language.

Most of the candidates answered task 2 very well. The most popular answers were that they went
to the primary School to teach the children, read with them, doing sports with them, or chat with
them, but some expressive answers in more advanced level such as

“HEITRARVE . AEHR BB FTH A TTHAE. S RAEEE L E S Y
(K51 T4 H K 45” etc. were appeared on the paper.

Candidates were well trained in expressing opinions, e.g. task 3 “what do you think of the
candidates there”. Apart from the candidates were nice, friendly, cute and tall etc. basic adjectives,
other adjectives to describe the candidates at the primary School, e.qg.

‘R, RIES. RFMEL. Wrik. I S50, B, W, 157 etc. were really

impressive.

Candidates tackled advantage or disadvantage of helping out in a primary school very well and
typical answers were “/R4f5r, nfLAFEBIAIAN, 1R S, W LAEEER” etc. and a few candidates
wrote that they would use the money earnt by doing the job to help the poor

“FHIBE AR 2235 Bh 95 N9 34844 It was pleasing to see candidates not only showed their language
proficiency, but also stood on a high moral ground.
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Majority of the candidates were able to answer task 5 “what do you plan to do next term” without any
difficulties, but a small number of candidates misread " ~*# ], writing what they want to do next week
AR, FAH so they missed the communication mark. Most of the candidates used a future time indicator
A, 2, $75, H¥ etc. when talking about the plan next term.

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar. However, the most frequent errors were:
e  Character mistakes, such as

(YR, JEUR)ER. BOC%) JEKGHE). fEWE) R SR({E). 4-(2F)H. Others
includingfA & 8. i, AL and HL3¥ often were missing some strokes and appeared to be more
challenging for some candidates to write precisely.

Confused — /N with = 1],

No measure word for hours: — /N,

Express length of time: /N2 /R TR K, /&, .

Use of #f': FA 5 5)), instead of AT A 35 3) or A+ A% T AL

Mistake of using ‘/&’ with adjectives, e.g. A IR, TE/NFFA LI BT

A few of candidates wrote #J'i25)), instead of iz 5.

Wrong word order: 35X 2/ AL T

Use of 15 fbANGf 3695 instead of e SC 43 A b

Use of J&/fR: TAE/NFIE TR0, MATRIREDS, AR A

(b) In 3(b), the tasks were to write an article about views on mobile phones. The evidence showed the
candidates who opted to do this question were very familiar with this topic area. All bullet points
were easy to follow and guided the candidates to provide their opinion fully. Some candidates
successfully used the word i to imply they started using mobile phones at a young age
“Te B2 i JF 46 T L. However, a very small amount of candidates did not answer
AT A B TF 46 T T-HL”. And a few candidates wrote “FeBE R K404 55 746 F-HL” in a present

tense instead of past tense timeframe.

Task 2 “who bought the mobile phone for you” were very well attempted due to familiar characters
about family members. Candidates did well answering bullet point 3 as well, writing all kinds of
things they do with their phones, such as

TG, BHM. B, Bk, BRI Ura s, mE)Ls ARAIR . AR AR . BHR

A M. 2] ete.

For bullet point 4, although it did not require candidates to answer why/why not candidates should
use mobile phones at School but majority of candidates managed to express the reason, such as

“FHURTTME. LA YR, ATk Jr. R4 H or
SR WIRAE R T, ARG FIRSA L0, AR SR, A few candidates
also used the phrase “# F|#/45 F| b4 4" before stating both of the arguments.

Most candidates were able to express the reason why or why not they want a new mobile phone
next year for task 5, such as “F(W FHURME . RIA. BAWERK. B FHLLLELEE . WA H or
KA KT IR, RATHURE, T LT Rt s,

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. The most frequent
mistakes were:

e Use of fll: misused #1 to link clauses, which is not necessary:
AL T, RO FAGEAR I M IR DR Z k.
Use of J: FRAR W T .
Some anglicism occurred, e.g. 545K T & T-HL.

(c) About 18 per cent of candidates chose this task, it was very pleasing to see that candidates who
chose this task wrote some very impressive essays at native level. Many of the candidates talked
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about sports games at School “7E2%1 2N T4 & L3¢ for task 1, but
“IEPRELE . REETHIIRBRELSE . /KERELFE” were also mentioned for more advanced candidates.

“Who participated the competition” was a well-trained question and popular answers were my
friends, other Schools etc.

Opinion words such as “LFR UL, RUFE, RATE " were often seen but some candidates
used more interesting words to describe the game, such as “LLZER LS. K5, EiK” for task 3
which was really impressive.

Task 4 provided a good scale for candidates to show their linguistic abilities. Most candidates wrote
a valid reason why parents did not come, such as

IR AR T EERETIRT . AATEIL T ete.

It was pleasing to see a coherent story line in this narrative writing for most of the candidates but a
small number of candidates did not know how to elaborate the last bullet point “Ji5 & 4 T {4 2"
and merely gave a short answer as “J5 K& £ i F/ K /4R 2 557, which did not really deliver any
specific message.

Characters and Grammar

The most frequent mistakes were:

e  Comparison: flAITELFARA = instead of filifl ] LL B A &
e Useof J: i1k Jinstead offiifl 1% £k
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing

General comments

Many candidates tackled tasks well and not only answered the questions, but also produced detail and
additional information for Question 2 and Question 3. Few candidates failed to answer all of the questions
or answer questions in pinyin or with many English (or other foreign language) words which were not
awarded marks for Communication. There were a number of candidates showing their higher proficiency in
Mandarin Chinese. Some candidates used more complex structures and more difficult characters which
reflected their linguistic ability. It was pleasing to see that it was accessible to the majority of candidates and
that there were a number of excellent performances from centres all over the world.

Many candidates performed very well, and there were many excellent essays which were awarded full
marks. There were a number of candidates who provided a detailed and expanded essay with plenty of extra
information. Many of them also used Chinese idioms and complex sentence structures. Some candidates
made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary used; however, it was very impressive that they attempted to
tell interesting and complicated stories with most characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Memorising big chunks of a general passage e.g.
about oneself or family, hobbies etc. is not good practice, hence no marks can be awarded. Candidates
should read the scenario and questions carefully, especially the tenses and key words which were all in the
defined content booklet. Since this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as
possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates
should, however, be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks. However, in Question 2, candidates
should understand the importance of elaboration with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10
marks for communication.

Some candidates’ presentation was not very tidy which made the marking difficult, such as half crossed out
characters or messily inserted words. Some candidates crossed out correct sentences and forgot to write it
again when they produced the final draft, therefore, some marks will be lost. Candidates should check their
work again after crossing out sentences and make sure that all the bullet points have been attempted.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in section 2 Question 3 since there were 3
choices. They did not need to copy out the scenario lines. Writing sentences that directly targeted the bullet
points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would have been a much more
efficient way to gain higher marks. Again, letter format was not essential to score a Communication mark.
The addressee and ending greetings were not included in the word count. Writing more information on the
bullet points is likely to score more marks than writing general opening and ending formalities e.g. “How are
you? | haven’t written to you for long periods of time. | hope everything is ok with you. | have to stop here.
Wish you all the best and in good health. Hope to get your response soon” etc.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
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The task was to provide five things they might take to School and most candidates attempted this question
well. Stationary was the popular items and most candidates could write items from different categories, like
AR, URA, AT, HdA, A, KR, ¥ET, B, =G, TAL AR, B4R,

Ryt, B, K, R, %, W, R etc. This showed that candidates have been taught well on topics and exam
techniques. Easy and simple characters are rewarded the same marks as the complicated ones. Some
stronger candidates, however, took the challenge and attempted more complicated characters such as
ZARWATIE, BYJ), RO, HYES, fLlkdh, FREE, etc. On the other end of the spectrum, a few wrote in
pinyin or English entirely, thus no mark was rewarded. Most of the terms written by candidates were
accepted. Some unusual items e.g. #J, Fi*, 51, Hi¥ are awarded marks because it is possibly allowed
to take into a School in some situations. Some used F-inappropriately i.e. 22 but they were tolerated.

People, family members e.g. [f]*#, @&, 4%, HIK etc. were not accepted since they are not “things”.
Animals were tolerated this year. Candidates should be advised not to list more than two words with the
same suffix in one category, e.g. i, 3, TP, ete.

Candidates are advised to use simple alternative characters rather than sticking with hard words or writing
wrong homophone characters. If candidates were not very confident about producing more complicated
words, they are encouraged to stick with the basic/easy ones they know well. Basic words such as

Ko 5. %, m. {£. J] were good enough for scoring marks.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded, e.g. B (FHHIE) , Bk CBA) , AR GRAD , BE H%) ,
5 (fE) X, Bl (HMD , ER Ok, BF UET 85T UET , IR GRED

EHL CFHD » FILWL), MEZE R , Bk CGEEO , THYAR D . K% R, KK
I OKfD ek (e, B (B , R CERD . = (EARH) , TR (ERD , K

(), & (B, K UK, B G5 , I (5F) R etc. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of
certain characters with correct radicals and not use the characters with similar pronunciation or similar
shape.

Some candidates even created some words which are not in the dictionary, e.g. Z84X, marks could not be
awarded. A small number of candidates wrote characters which mainly function as radicals and can not be
used on its own as an independent word, such as &. 7&. H. %&. ‘k, marks could not be awarded.

No measure words or verbs were needed e.g. — A5, H57K. Candidates should be reminded that this
question did not require sentences or phrase e.g. ¥ [#45, KK etc.

Candidates need to read the instructions both in Chinese and English carefully. If there is any doubt in the
Chinese instructions, read the English ones and the example as a confirmation to avoid confusion. There
were a handful of candidates who did not read the questions carefully and wrote <14, 4% which appeared
in the rubric and the example. Copying the example or characters from the rubric and answering the
questions in pinyin or English (or another language) was not awarded marks.

Question 2

This question required candidates to write about a zoo near their house. The overall performance in this
question was very good. The majority of candidates were able to respond to the bullet points, displayed basic
skills to manipulate the language and complete the task to a good standard. However, candidates needed to
be aware that extended sentences should be related to the tasks, not elaborating freely. With guided
questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers especially for task (a), just replace
JL with a number. Task (b) was well attempted with different means of transport. However, a handful of
candidates have mistaken “how do you go to the zoo” with “whom do you go with to the zoo”. Candidates
were quite familiar with the type of question in task (d), many describing words and adjectives were used.
For task (e), a majority of the candidates listed family members or people for “whom would you like to go
there with next time” to score maximum three marks with a future timeframe #8, %, #7747 or HX.

Task (c) seems a bit varied in performance since some candidates tried to write difficult and unfamiliar words

such as #%, Wi+, M1, fEratherthan fa, %, 1, Jy, 4%, X9, 09,
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Candidates should be advised to answer the questions first then elaborate to the relevant questions. Only
copying out rubrics without extra info will not be awarded extra mark, e.g. & ZK M 1EH — 121, however,
H ML, B _EJUSTTT] would get an extra mark for task (a).

Some good examples with good idioms and structures were

o WA REZHGTNHEY . HEAMKMER, BERIIKE,

TR IR 55 . WIEVE Y IR e e & .

AR ZAFE KIS, MoK BIFFRAARS, B ERAEE, S5 KRS HE .
BATHE N ERN AN 2, SR T A, A IseiR & — L.
YIRS WIN RS ERE N GERE 25, A shi bl A B i

FIRT I, FETTSE, A A ete.

The rubrics and bullet points encourage candidates writing detailed and extra information. For example,
many candidates wrote different open time for weekdays and weekend for task (a) and walking and other
alternative way to zoo for task (b). Many candidates listed different kinds of animals in the zoo and listed
different people who and why would go together next time e.g. s B A4, 1, ©EHIRELS,
ALLAMSFE AR S NI EE M —iE 2,

PR A U U AR 508 L R Sl A, e A a3 g e 3L 5h ) .

It was frustrating to see perfectly able candidates with top language scores not be awarded full
communication scores for this question by not having written a sufficient amount of points in a simple clear
way. Candidates should answer all the questions and provide details to score the full communication marks,
e.g. ‘B LB RTET], Mo B JRERTT . FORH A AR ALY LRI, PR A L4 XA 3R 7
would score more communication marks than “F&FERHH A F 7S sAR ST B PR 28 3LV 42 22 34

Candidates should not worry about the word count if the minimum word limit has been reached. It is shame
to see some candidates crossed out correct sentences which contained more information due to the worry of
exceeding the words limit.

Some candidates who just showed a couple of different sentence structures were not likely to score a full
mark for Language. Candidates are encouraged to use a variety of simple sentence structures in this
question, not just a few types of sentence structures or rumbling, e.g.

S bl (IR AR & o RO MIMELEAR G, B LR EE RSP E (K WnETE . But on the other hand, complicated
structures are not essential to score the highest Language marks in this question.

Candidates should be reminded that a list would not score more than three marks. If one of the tasks was
missing, the maximum Communication mark was 9, no matter how many extra marks were gained from
other bullet points. If two of the tasks are missing, the maximum Communication mark was 8 and so on.

Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible
and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words, e.g. MIHEIE ) pizza #f chi » &
zou lu L& . ¥+ dian kai 1. #shi—1 fenzhong # = shi. #h4#lid 9 am F¥1 1. Digit number e.g.
10 55, 9 i3, 2015 4 were not rewarded marks.

Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters, e.g.

B (D) +, KBIKBEIRBIRE (%), KK (KRB, =1 P, 5 (),

GO E, M 3D,

B CERO A (G A (B FE, s ), s Ol BERE CGER) , fE (), RIE (
RO, e B %, B U WL, R GO, GEY R, L UL He

A handful of candidates simply copied out the tasks and swapped ffwithin the sentences; so no marks
were awarded.

Some candidates lost marks in task (e) due to the fact that they did not mention future tense either using
future time phrase e.g. Hi°KX or future tense marker 1. %lorf] %, instead of writing in present tense, e.g.
IR A — X3, Therefore, candidates should be reminded to read the questions carefully to avoid
either misunderstanding or unnecessary omissions.
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Accuracy of Language was generally good; simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

The most common mistakes were using ‘F1’, ‘/&” and “fii’ incorrectly.

(a) “F1”is wrongly used to link sentences, e.g. WIHEJE FIREIR U2, AR PHARAE R .
(b) 27 NHEE R ARLE, RARK, NRIRZ . sk Mtia. KOS R nl 250
(c) “AT s P Lsn i .

Incorrect word order:

(a) L7/ B M VAR o

(b) bk YT Y & o

(c) LB Yhd A A .

(d) T B or B I AP bel AN Bk i 2

(e) AU LB Yl BRI AL

(f) fesav (L EYEYINIE SR S

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. The types of questions were
similar to the previous ones in the past few years so the candidates were not unfamiliar with it and opted for
the one they felt more confident about. Question 3 (a) “write about a gift you have received recently” and
Question 3 (c) “you heard someone calling you at the airport last Sunday” seemed the most popular
choices. Letter format was not as essential as it was in previous years to score a Communication mark,
therefore, extra expanded and detailed information for the bullet points are required to score the full
communication marks. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count. Writing more
information to the bullet points is likely to score more marks for language than writing general opening and
ending formalities e.g. “Uf A AW EMRIIE T o VREAMLFID 2 Sl g ?”;

“RABAEITEIREE) T A A4 IRAIREGELFS? LIRS AR, T

While nearly 65 per cent of candidates chose Question 3 (a), 27 per cent of candidates who opted for
Question 3 (c) wrote really interesting and complicated stories. There were many excellent essays showing
considerable language skill and great abilities of creative writing.

Many candidates tried to use difficult words and Chinese idiomatic phrases and chengyu like

FRSFE APTEE NG VAL MZEH%Z . H AW, etc. although there were some
common characters mistakes in a few essays such as

£ (HEY R, B dW) , X 1), #ER (RO , mad (%), . Some candidates wrote characters
careless and made mistakes like fH—#1 CiH—#D , R LD , TEM (EEED , 3 () 75 which
they could copy from the rubrics.

Candidates who scored highest tended to have a range of sentence patterns, and examiners were pleased
tosee that ik, fif, 44, #%, 3 were used in some of the essays apart from H5%. . . 1HJE,
AMH. o o MH, . o BRJE, #W, Xo o o X, . o o Al etc. structures in the defined content booklet.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write about a gift you have received recently. There were a number of
excellently written responses, and some very creative and beautiful stories. Most candidates
covered the bullet points very well and they were able to give example of gifts such as a pet or a
technological device. It was not seen as difficult for the majority to provide ‘who gave the gifts’.
Some candidates did not understand bullet point 3 5<% thus lost a mark on Communication. Some
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candidates with high-level language ability provided a story to narrate the relationship which has
been considered as a good answer. The reason given is mostly birthday, achievement or people
who cannot meet each other often in life.

Bullet points 1,2,4 and 5 were well tackled without many difficulties, but a few candidates were
confused by W%l and did not talk about the gift received but wrote buying a gift for other people or
person like a friend or family member. Some candidates did not answer bullet point 3

PR DA i 5% 22 76 4 FE explicitly enough even if the gift was given by family members like

AN AN

e.g. %, HX etc. Some responded as {RFIMLZ (T4 KR instead of X REAFE.

The majority of the candidates were able to answer bullet point 5 “UtEIFL Y5, FRITH A A4 with
a future timeframe which was important to show candidates’ ability of manipulating languages.
Most candidates provided the plan after receiving the gifts such as say ‘thank you’ or ‘buy a gift'.

Characters and Grammar

The essays of many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters. There were a number of
homophone or near homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such

asffE (BE) X, AL (D, X ¢, e O, fE

K WE , R (B, Sk G, AREOuE (B, BE (R, —ERHE AT ete.

Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar and vocabulary e.g.

FRERU RO R B AL IR FEEELS

a4 BIX AL A0 A A AR T 2 T BAR AR K2
HARXASFEAEE, (ARG 2 b (KR 30

MONERIIRAGE, BATHGE LA . BRBATIRZ U A, (R BRI R R I, BATHEA %
LNITPNIIPNGGR

Q™ T, iy HAE VR iE A

WE T UREBST 1 T8 4 52 40 BRI 28 28 2 2 S v o ] !

Most candidates understood grammar very well and wrote sentences, even complex ones, correctly. Most
essays showed that candidates have no problem using past, present and future timeframes e.g.

o IARK EAERIFRE T ML . AP B ITAOR L T o
o AT, BIWIMbIE IR
o WEMLWG, T IHURBCE TR

The most frequent mistakes were:

e  Some anglicisms occurred, e.g.

BREFRE—AF TN FT R U W0 SEAL G, FRUE R
Missing [11, e.g. FUCE] T 194L47

Same as Question 2, the excessive use of ‘fI’ between sentences, e.g.

TR I R AR RO B I

The misuse of ‘FiI’ and ‘9, e.g. B XK L5k, FHILE .

When a time phrase and place word was involved in a sentence, e.g. Xl &3 T 5 — 445 %
Confuse last |- with next F: FANEHFRICE 7ML

(b) The task was to express views on online learning. Very few candidates chose this task but those
who answered this task generally did well. However, some candidates did not understand % K Ii¥ [f]
in task (2) “how long did you learn each time” and simply answered with75 I [f]. Task (1) should be
in the past timeframe but a few candidates missediZ and used present, present continuous or
future tense. It is very pleasing to see the majority of the candidates understood {4t and 84t and
produced right reasons to back up their opinions. All the words and rubrics in paper 4 are from the
defined content, centres should advise their candidates to revise it thoroughly to maximise the
opportunity to understand the questions which will enable them to produce some answers.
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For task 3 “What is an advantage or a disadvantage of online learning”, some candidates just wrote
BIRZ 4 ab3R 4L and did not write details. The same situation happened in task 4 “what new things
are you going to learn online” as F&4T 5% 1M 211 £ 2R P4/ %< P which should be a more detailed
answer. Candidates should be encouraged to answer the questions with greater details and follow
the patterns and tense frames which will achieve better results in both communication marks and
language marks.

Characters and Grammar

The range of characters seemed promising. Candidates could expand the range of vocabulary and sentence
patterns on different opinions since they were familiar with the topic area and could produce nice and
interesting work. Some good examples were

o LIRE]
o CESIIREATCWN, SHEUSX A I
o KNI EFHLB L& ANMIAL S N R

However, some common errors were:

e Homophone or near homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such as: #7#% (with missing
strokes) , )L (JJL) , HEHE (with missing stokes) |, fiE (ALEE) , ik (B4R , R (BR)
ARV CHiARPE) , XH| (HiE)

e Used present, present continuous (F.2#/F I AEAES~. ) or future tense to respond the question
PR B4
Could not produce the correct length of time, e.g. F&F 2% =],  JLETH.

Misuse of the word order: e.g. 3 E/ = (#) ANITERER . bW IR AL AN L 0] i e /RIS
Confusion of X/y and £ /b, e.g. A K& AN LM, FNZ/N

(c) This topic was the second popular task which candidates attempted. The task was to write about a
story of what happened after you heard someone calling you at the airport last Sunday. Some
candidates used the {"structure well, for example, W7 WA A, HEFIF T KBk,

This question started with ‘who’ questions which weaker candidates might usually prefer to
consider. Most of the candidates could manipulate and use the questions to help them get an
answer for “why you were called” and “what happened later”, however good answers were not
often seen. Candidates should be advised to write a clear story line rather than treating each task
individually and simply answer the questions to avoid possible irrelevance. Some of the candidates
forgot to include bullet point to “what were you doing” or “how do you feel about the person”.

Although bullet point 1 seems easy but a very few candidates might have not learned the meaning
“call” of 'Y, but thought the question is about name to be called, so they did not answer well. Some
candidates misunderstood it #5345 4 FF and responding instead with FRFIlE A4 JC K.

A handful of candidates misunderstood bullet point 2 R4 114 as “What were you doing (at the
airport for)” and responded generally as /£ KHLIZE A,

For the last bullet point 5k & 4= T 143, some candidates did not know how to respond to the
question, therefore started with J5ok &4 T HRAEE LT ...

Candidates scoring highly were those who wrote a good story using a wide variety of vocabulary
and sentence structures. Candidates should be advised not to copy out the scenario line before
starting their story, nor write too much for the pre-setting of the story. If the storyline was too short
and there was no elaboration of the bullet points, it would be hard to demonstrate candidates’
language ability. Pre-learnt passages should not be applied in teaching practice.

A few candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the
questions’ words and inserted with {R4f for /R4t At/ i B4 FF, AR

forfREEMU T 4, KA T IR IFSfork = T 414 3. It should not be encouraged in the teaching practice
and candidates should be encouraged to write more relevant information in details for the tasks.
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Characters and Grammar

Many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters, e.g.
FANL,  BEMOR SRR, AR, IR abg s Hag R .
Other common errors were:

e  Some anglicisms occurred, e.g. fli it BRER, Vi ERE, AL — A, Beghfih—AN ) R,
B ML/ DL,

Not clear about the uses of “Hi. 73’ , e.g. TATIFIF ORI, m 04008 Tk
Incorrect characters “flfRII (I, FE] GED

Incorrect measure word, e.g. AR, At —FE CHLER B . BRENBIIBA L L1
Incorrect use of /&, e.g. FKAGEFL B WE G, FRAEFRMA.

Misuse verb-adjectives, e.g. W EMMATER T Z .

Confusion of negative words /A and %, e.g. TAF M/ NE T o

Too ambitious to express complex ideas and resorted to using English word order.

PG T 228 NHERANRAIE .
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MANDARIN CHINESE

Paper 0547/43
Writing

General comments

Most candidates understood the question type well and produced enough details and additional information
for Question 2 and 3. The majority of the candidates used more complex structures and more difficult
characters which reflected their true linguistic ability. It was pleasing to see that the topics were accessible to
the majority of candidates and there were a number of excellent performances from centres especially for
Question 1, 2 and 3a. Candidates are reminded that, since this is a writing exam, they must answer in
Chinese characters, and not English (or any other language) or pinyin.

Most candidates understood the question type well and produced enough detail and additional information
for Question 2. A few candidates failed to answer all of the questions or answered questions in Pinyin,
occasionally with English words. Some candidates used more complex structures and more difficult
characters which reflected their linguistic ability.

Many candidates provided a detailed and expanded essay with plenty of extra information. Some candidates
made mistakes in the grammar or vocabulary used; however, it was impressive that they attempted to tell
interesting stories and justified their opinions with most easy characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain amount of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long, but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates
should, however, be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3 they
will not produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in section 2 Question 3 since there were 3
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-setting information would
have been a much more efficient way to gain higher marks.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The task was to write about five things you can buy as Christmas presents and most candidates attempted
this question well, providing a wide range of things such as food, books, clothes, toys, sweets, electronic
gadgets, pets etc. However, a small amount of the candidates answered in pinyin or English, which could not
be awarded any mark. Other impressive answers included 7% . 7k, %4fifh. 4H4¢ although basic words
were perfectly fine to score marks in this section, such as 2. {t. 15. %. 4/t etc. Copying the example
or answering the questions in pinyin or English was not awarded marks e.g. A</t #L4) or #. Adding suffix
to 15 e.g. H3C15 or %315 will score marks but not more than 2 marks in the same category.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct
radicals or correct suffix, e.g. & () . FJL F « K () . F ) W (A « B (F)

Bl e (B L PBa) (D L (D Bk, 2 OB EKete.

2 B Cambridge Assessment
P International Education ©2018



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese June 2018
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Countries and people appeared in the answer which could not be rewarded marks. It's pleasant to see
natural phenomenon and simple characters such as H, J, A, W etc. did not appear in the answer.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about their foreign language classes based on 5 questions. The
overall performance in this question was good since there was plenty of scope to extend the answers. With
guided questions, weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers. A few candidates used
complex structures in this section, such as

FALIAVE —BOEE S, RG240 ABEVTERRIRUUAE: IR 2 50T E R ARG A G . e
R HE L[] 24 10 A or idiom,  JIAE 3. AR O f# 2. However, simple structures and basic
vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this section.

Some candidates did a good job expanding answers. For example, for bullet point (a), some wrote
TEM— B akal, BIHPUAMAEIHF A S, dEERI T SCERACE XA to add more details.

Some candidates misread task (b) as “how many foreign language lessons do you have” rather than “on
which days do you have foreign language lessons”, and answered &4~ 5 = 4k iithus lost the
communication mark. Good candidates answered this question with extended information such

asfAEH . B AR DOEDR, - RA T

Candidates should keep in mind to include more details where it is possible. For example, some of the
answers for bullet point (c) were just F&AI] RIS 1} 7% . Details such as

HHROCHSE, Wb sck, R AL RIFBE would help to score more marks for Communication. A few
candidates misunderstood the task as “what sports activities at school” e.g.

R IR 2, Rk, FIEERFISE Rifrather than writing within the topic area about your foreign
language lessons. Some candidates just wrote the very vague sentence I iftii 5 1R 2 353, therefore,
communication and language marks would be affected. Centres should advise candidates to extend their
answers to achieve better results.

Task (d) was tackled very well with popular answers such as A1, & . #1534 %, more advanced
words including SEV). ity A3 A B0 XRS5 ete.

Since task (e) was a close-ended question so most candidates answered well. In addition, many candidates
wrote the reason for why they want to learn a foreign language next year which was rewarded extra marks
for communication.

Pinyin and English words would not count towards the Communication mark e.g. “2 /1 [ canting
7, 1 v E cai” could not be awarded mark for task (c).

Accuracy of Language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

e Character mistakes: e.g. [N (XD « 5 (&) &F. £ G - @m0, & () 4

e Ji has proved to be overused once again with adjectives this year: e.g. * & AE % 4
e  Wrong word order: #2130, et =R L

e  Common errors for simple characters: “I-I K" for “F1”

e  Misuse of “FI”: e.g. /L3 T PYL iz, 44, FAEPL

e Misuse of /&: e.g. AL R

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3, candidates could opt for the one they felt more confident about. Over half the candidates opted
for Question 3 (a) while (b) and (c) were equally popular. Teachers from the centres trained their candidates
well and reflected on last year's PERT, and as such, general opening and ending formalities for Question 3
(a) were hardly seen this year.
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It was pleasing to see the improvement of understanding the rubrics this year and used varied timeframes.
Most candidates covered all the bullet points but £ K} [fijstill seems a difficulty point for some candidates in
Question 3 (b) task 2, #FEA may also cause problem for some candidates to comprehend the question.

Past time setting seemed to be a continuous issue. Past tense marker " and past time expressions
AR, BER. )G etc. were ignored by some candidates so they used either present or future tense

“PRER G0 — I R, A B HNZ 4" and “fE ok K EIR K IZ IR to respond to the question “with whom
you went to see the performance”, “what did you eat in school canteen” and “what happened afterwards”,
therefore, communication and language marks would be affected. Centres should advise candidates to read

the questions with greater care and follow the patterns and tense frames which will achieve better results.

A few candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the questions
words and inserted with R4 for {5t £31X SR B AR, MR T

fors M N %S A, KA T ARUF Siforfiik &4 T 414 2. It should not be encouraged in the teaching practice
and candidates should be encouraged to write more relevant information in greater details for the tasks.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to a pen-pal to describe a performance you watched last
weekend. The majority of the candidates chose this task and covered all the bullet points very well
and they were well trained to use adjectives to express opinions for bullet point 3 and different
activities for bullet point 4 “what did you do after the performance”. The bullet point 5 “when will you
go to see a new performance” seems a very straight forward question.

Task 1 was well attempted, with most popular choice of family members and friends which were
easy to write.

Surprisingly most of the candidates answered task 2 “why did you go to see the performance” very
well. The most popular answers were that the show was a good one and recommended by friends,
family member wanted to watch or it's a new show etc., but some expressive answers in more
advanced level such as & [[EIE 2y, BE17 57 5¢ were appeared on the paper.

Candidates were well trained in expressing opinions, e.g. task 3 “what do you think of the
performance”. Apart from the common words such as nice, interesting etc. basic adjectives, other
adjectives to describe the performance e.g.

AP SRS TR 2 ATRL BRI AEdh T34 2R YE were really impressive.

Majority of the candidates were able to answer task 5 without any difficulties and used the future
timeframe well. It was pleasing to see candidates could use different timeframes in Question 3.

Characters and Grammar
Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar. However, the most frequent errors were:

e  Character mistakes: such as
S CRD 5 1T D v B (R F— G B ik OF)  #HZok ek « RO G .
Mistake of using ‘/&’ with adjectives: e.g. Tk FiX /N R EMNA = H
Mistake of using T: ALK FNLE T IEH =%
Wrong word order: k25 F i IR I A A

(b) In 3(b), the tasks were to write an article about views on school canteens. The evidence showed
the candidates who opted to do this question were familiar with this topic area. All bullet points
were easy to follow and guided the candidates to provide their opinion fully apart from task 2.

Task 2 was “how long did you queue yesterday” and a handful of candidates did not understand
Z KI5 and simply answered with— I [i1]. Candidates did well answering bullet point 3 and 4
because they were familiar with food vocabulary as well as expressing opinion on it.
BRI, . WG . f#E” were the common ones.
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Task 5 seems slightly challenging since the rubrics were slightly longer, but most candidates opted
for this question were able to express some ideas e.g. A JF4h, £ — AR, 1374k ESE etc. More
advance answer such as [18)3£0k. @ Fe7X & were practical and impressive.

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. The most frequent
mistakes were:

e  Character mistakes: e.g.
BE)T. S OB WL LB RO RS I ED S 3E (D) L I FE) K CR
) Gz B B R (D)

e Misused [} as ‘with’: e.g. A% AR [ {4

e Use Al tolink 2 sentences: e.g. &4 R & A& RIS I 17

o Useof J: REFRIKIMERT

e Incorrect words order: e.g. /N [ SEAT TG IRAE & 5t FRNZ T I— A B

e Some anglicism occurred: e.g. [F]2#AITAIZ AR I A

e Inappropriate length of time: e.g. TIERAL T LAZ K, —AMHfH

(c) Less than a third of candidates chose this task, the most common stories were talking about exams

or revision over the phone, thus the person they were calling was either their friend/classmate or a
teacher. Stories of picking up from an airport also appeared several times. “I think | should borrow
other people’s phone” or “go to the other person’s house” were the most solution for task 4 “what
you think you should do”.

Teachers should advise candidates to read the scenario sentences with greater care to avoid
coping down characters incorrectly e.g. Hiififor HLiF, J5 Kfor J5K. However, —5 A& 270
etc. advanced words appeared on the other end of the spectrum.

It was pleasing to see a coherent story line in this narrative writing for most of the candidates but a
small number of candidates could not elaborate due to limited vocabulary and sentence structures.

Characters and Grammar
The most frequent mistakes were:

e  Character mistakes: i1 (i) . #i{ (i) . #lwith wrong
radical. JT/7 () BA. 4 (A K. HiE GF) R D 3 G&E « X# () | peng¥ (LD
OO K
Missing out measure words: PU 1 1745 instead of {7 DU Hi [
Misuse of f&: XML/ F Hinstead ofiX f- F [ H 4
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