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Paper 0547/12
Listening 12

Key messages

This paper was found to be accessible to candidates, and the exercises discriminated across the full range of
ability. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal responses. The spoken
Chinese in the exam gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and questions moved from testing
candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later exercises, testing their ability to
understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and interviews. To do well in this
examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the Defined Content for the
syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension practice. To perform well in
the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able to write down their answers
in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but straight to the point.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres were well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of the
assessment requirements. It is helpful if candidates get into the habit of reading rubrics carefully and
following the instructions. The format of the paper and the question rubrics remain fairly constant from year
to year. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the
rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure them in the examination.

It's worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes two choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the Examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be advised that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves. Ticks put in the pictures themselves
are not obvious to see.

For Questions 11 — 15 and Questions 17 — 21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates can write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables them to
express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters or pinyin
that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains clearly correct
according to the recording. It would also be beneficial to the candidates if they can keep their answers clear
and straight to the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can invalidate an otherwise
correct response.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1 -5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Most candidates scored 5 or 4 marks and performed excellently on Question 1 and

Question 3.

In this exercise, most of the mistakes made were with Question 4. Other mistakes include selecting B for
Question 2, and B for Question 5.

Exercise 2 Questions 6 — 10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did yesterday. Generally speaking
candidates performed very well on Question 6, Question 7, Question 9 and Question 10.

Among the mistakes made, a common one was with Question 8 where the incorrect choice A was usually
selected instead of the correct choice B.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 11 — 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short description of a department store explaining
what is available on each floor.

Candidates performed very well in this exercise. Some candidates incorrectly chose C, E or F for
Question 11 and C or E for Question 12,

Amongst other mistakes in this exercise, a few candidates selected A as their answer to Question 15.
Exercise 2 Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and his mother. Li Ming was due to return to school in a
few days. He was talking with his mother about the things he would like to do before retuning to school.

Candidates generally performed very well on this exercise and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Most candidates correctly chose A and H. Among the mistakes made, C and | were often missed and G was
the incorrect choice that was often selected.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It was very pleasing to see that this year all candidates completed the exercise in
accordance with this principle.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they would like to do once at university.

On the whole, candidates performed these questions very well.

Question 21 proved to be the most challenging in this exercise with many candidates choosing B or F
instead of the correct choice E.

Among mistakes made with the other questions in this exercise, either B or F was often incorrectly chosen
as an answer.
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Exercise 2 Questions 22 - 25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue, the winner of this year’s Beijing High school
Mathematics Competition.

As intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range
of performance. There were some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the
opportunity to score one or two marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to explain how Zhang Yue became interested in mathematics.

Most candidates responded to this question well or gave answers that were acceptable. The most common
mistake made here was by simply answering #i# R EHE&.

Question 23 asked candidates to state Zhang Yue’s mother’s profession.

Again most candidates answered this question well or gave answers that were acceptable.

The most frequently seen incorrect answers included ‘t% 5, ‘HE5.

Question 24 asked candidates to list the two reasons why Zhang Yue liked going to the maths club.

This is a challenging question. Many candidates did really well producing excellent answers or responses
that sometimes had some minor inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling, but adequately
demonstrated sufficient understanding of this part of the interview.

()  Mistakes that candidates made here include ‘BR AR —iEEr’, ‘BRAR—#L 1 and ‘BBAR—E".

(if) Most candidates understood this point really well and expressed in their responses the idea of
‘HIFEIT or ‘HEITFH B Occasional mistakes include ‘& 4F & i,

Question 25 asked candidates to state who organised the mathematics club.

This was a straightforward question. The key word here was ‘Jt T KX%". Most candidates responded
correctly.

Responses that could not be credited for this question include ‘At ImRE ', ‘LR HZ’, ‘IR K and
ARKE.

On the whole, candidates rose to the challenges in this last exercise with many candidates achieving 3 or
more marks.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/22
Reading 22

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire Defined Content list

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using own
experiences or assumptions

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The majority of the candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of the texts in the paper and
responded well to the questions asked. Some did an excellent job, responding to the questions fully, using
clear expressions and giving focused answers. Only a few candidates left questions unattempted.

More attention should be paid in reading and understanding the texts fully rather than spotting familiar

vocabulary and giving a partial answer. As expected, some candidates found section 3 exercise 2
challenging, however, it is important that candidates attempt the answers in full detail to avoid losing marks.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

All the questions in this section were very well answered. A small number of candidates found Questions 1
and 2 more challenging than Questions 3, 4 and 5. For Question 1, candidates may feel less familiar with

‘JpAZE’, but recognised the character ‘=’ from ‘#X =, resulting in choosing the incorrect answer.

Similarly, % and #{% are quite close to each other, therefore, sometimes errors occurred.
Exercise 2: Questions 6 - 9

The performance is exceptionally good as all the questions were very well answered. Most candidates
showed an excellent understanding of the vocabulary in the questions and were able to match the pictures to
the key words correctly. However, a small number of candidates filled in with the wrong answers for
Question 8 as ‘¥ chopsticks’ seemed to be challenging for them.

Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

All three questions were correctly answered by most of the candidates across the ability levels, Question 10
and 12 in particular. Question 11 was proven to be more challenging, as more candidates did not
understand the vocabulary ‘4247 bank’. Consequently, some guess work played a part in answers to this
question and resulted in the wrong answer being given.
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Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 - 16

This exercise required candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete given sentences. Most candidates were able to locate some correct answers
in the passage even when they did not fully understand the content. Questions 13 and 16 were better
answered. This was probably because the text where the answers are located for Questions 14 and 15 was
longer and the distractors were right in the middle of the text. More preparation of grammar and structures
would helped in tackling these types of questions better.

Exercise 2: Questions 17 — 23

In this part, candidates are asked to read a passage of Chinese and answer a series of questions. The

passage was a letter from Wang Zhen about his experience of a party and how he ended up in hospital.
There was no requirement for the candidates to answer in full sentences, brief answers were sufficient,

providing the answers were clear. For those answers where candidates copied sentences from the text

directly, providing the correct answer was present, reasonable additional materials copied was allowed,
unless it was contradictory or made the lifted answers incomprehensible.

Most candidates performed strongly on this set of questions, accurately locating and extracting information
from the text, carefully avoiding conflicting information. The vast majority of candidates were also aware and
made sure they used the correct pronouns in their response, replacing first person ‘F I’ with third person * £
E Wang Zhen or {1 he’, which was pleasing to see.

Questions 17, 20 and 23 were answered best. A very small number of candidates added the extra character
‘£ above/amongst’ before “IAIHAT A% know few people’ when answering Question 18, which was a
careless mistake, and resulted in losing a mark because this inclusion does not demonstrate genuine
understanding. Questions 19 and 21 showed a slight increase in excessive lifting. Quite a few candidates
wrote ‘AN E 4 EXR G does not like the cake so much’ as the answer, however, this answer was too general.
For Question 21, careless mistakes in character, writing ‘i1 T’ instead of ‘i tummy’, and this made the
answer incomprehensive. Similarly, a handful of candidates wrote ‘& &’ instead of /A& rest’.

Question 22 was the most challenging question in this part. This is partly because the candidates were less
familiar with the question word /&%, how’, and partly due to the fact that extra information was included in

the answer, which impeded the meaning. For example, ‘FEHHFE%, HET 4’ .

In order to score higher in this section, candidates needed to be more familiar with all key question words.
Accuracy of the characters needed to be strong to secure the marks.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 24 — 27

In this exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and then answered multiple choice
questions. Public square dancing featured in the texts. All candidates, regardless of their ability level,
attempted all four questions. Questions 24, 25 and 27 were the best performed questions on the paper, with
the majority of candidates achieving full marks.

Some candidates found Question 26 challenging. Both option B ‘2% A are elderly ‘and C’ 2F# A are
young people’ were chosen by candidates as wording for both appears after ‘BkI'~3% %% do public square
dance’ in the passage. This suggests that the candidates did not fully understand the passage as they did
not manage to distinguish the distractor from the correct answer. Furthermore, ‘Bt~ 3% 4% do public square
dance’ also appears in the question, and this indicated that the candidates might not have understood the
question and therefore tried to guess the answer.
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Exercise 2: Questions 28 — 34

In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrated their
understanding by answering a number of short-answer questions in Chinese. The content of the passage
referred to people’s views about learning to drive and having a car.

There were some good responses, but in general, candidates found this exercise more challenging than
others in the paper. A small number of candidates left some questions blank.

Questions 31, 32 and 34 seemed to be more accessible, apart from for some less able candidates, who
found it hard to pick the correct answer from the text. For example, they wrote ‘J1.4~ A & a few months ago’
instead of ‘ £~ A last month’ for Question 31. Excessive lifting was sometimes seen in Question 34.
Similarly, the reason the majority of candidates lost marks in Question 28 was due to lifting too much extra
information, the incorrect answer ‘*2JF %- to learn driving’ invalidates the correct answer ‘fi&if to travel'.

For Question 29, some less able candidates copied ‘#th = |- %2 J: 3¢ [H i #1132 K she is going to a university
in the West to study very soon’, simply because similar wording appeared in the question, however, not
knowing ‘4 for’ in this context, would result in an incorrect answer. ‘FF 4- to drive’ was a typical incorrect
answer as the key concept ‘£ to learn’ was missing.

For Question 30, adding or missing characters caused ambiguity in the answers. Examples like, §8/ #3218
A {E, which did not make sense; or ‘@A A{E transport is not convenient’ which did not fully cover what
the text entails. Question 33 (i) was proven to be the most challenging question in the whole paper. The
question itself was straightforward, asking ‘why did Wang Qiu decide to buy a car?’ However, many
candidates only gave partial answers. Such as, ‘F =R LATARZ2 & will not be as tiring as before’ without
mentioning ‘. T ¥ go to work and return from work’; some candidates lost marks as they either answered
‘EYIFREBLIET 34 R will not be as tiring when going to work’ or “FHIFR£1% LIATAR 2 & will not be as
tiring when finishing work’. This also occurred in Question 33 (ii) as some candidates omitted ‘&>
weekend’ in their answer.

Candidates needed to have a genuine and thorough understanding of the passage questions and consider
all aspects of the questions in order to maximise their potential.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

o Please refer to the Paper 3 (Speaking) Teachers’ Notes that accompany the Role Play Cards each year
to be fully aware of the requirements of this test on https://schoolsupporthub.cambridgeinternational.org/

e  The duration of the Topic Presentation/Conversation and the General Conversation sections should
take 5 minutes each. Please refer to pages 8 — 9 of the Teachers’ Notes for guidance on this.

e To score high marks, learners need to show consistent ability to use a variety of structures, opinions
and precise vocabulary both in the Presentation and in the Conversation sections. The
teacher/Examiner needs to ask questions that give learners the opportunity to show this.

e Inthe Topic Conversation, the teacher/Examiner should not ask questions which require candidates to
merely repeat information from the Topic Presentation. Learners must be given the opportunity to
answer unexpected questions to score high marks.

e In both the Topic Conversation and the General Conversation sections, the teacher/Examiner must ask
questions which allow the learner to show that s/he can describe events or express ideas using both
past and future time-frames. (See Teachers’ Notes pages 9, 10 and 15).

¢ Inthe General Conversation the same questions should not be asked of all the learners.

o Atleast two topics need to be covered in the General Conversation and should not overlap with the
content of the Topic Presentation.

e The Speaking test should be conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. There should be no use of
English in the test. Only Mandarin Chinese should be used in the transitions between sections of the
test.

General comments

Most centres administered and carried out the tests very well. In order to give learners the best possible
chance, teacher/Examiners should ensure they have read the Teachers’ Notes booklet carefully so that both
the tests and the relevant administration are carried out correctly. Please carefully read the Mark Schemes
on page 14 —15 of the Teachers’ Notes so that candidates are accurately marked.

Centres are also strongly advised to read through a past paper well in advance of the test, so they have
plenty of time to clarify any uncertainties.

The Moderator’s Report for the individual centre should also be consulted (assuming there were examination
entries for a previous session).

Clerical checks

In most centres, the addition and transfer of marks was accurate. In some centres, however, a number of
errors were found. It is essential that the addition of marks on the Working Mark Sheet as well as the
transcription of the total marks onto the MS1 mark sheet/computer are checked to ensure learners receive
the correct marks. It is advisable for more than one person in the centre to check these numbers.

e Sample size

Many centres managed to select a good recorded sample which covered evenly the full spread of
performance in the centre.
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It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put on the Working Mark Sheet to indicate the learners who
have been included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners.

Centres using more than one teacher/Examiner should include samples from each teacher/Examiner in an
appropriate proportion. Each teacher/Examiner should complete and sign his/her own Working Mark Sheet.

e Recording quality and presentation of the sample

They should always be saved onto a CD or USB as an .mp3 file. Please do not put sticky labels on the CD
as these can easily become detached and make the CD unplayable.

Speaking tests should be conducted in a quiet place, away from any noise causing disruption. In a small
number of cases, learners and/or the teacher/Examiner were not always clearly heard. If an external
microphone has been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the learner than to the
teacher/Examiner. The recording should be checked at intervals by the teacher/Examiner to ensure that it is
clear and there are no extraneous noises. Please ensure you have checked that all the recordings are
present and can be played before you send the recording to Cambridge International.

The recording should not be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam. The learners
should be introduced by name and learner number by the teacher/Examiner, not by the learners
themselves.

The tracks on CDs should be labelled using the convention specified in the Teachers’ Notes: centre
number_learner number_examination number_component number, e.g. PQ123_0001_0547_03. Labelling
them as ‘Track 1’, ‘Track 2’ etc. is not helpful when finding individual learners. A card stating which learners
appear on each CD must be enclosed, not glued or stapled, with each CD.

) Internal Moderation in centres

In most cases, centres had adopted a thoroughly professional approach to Internal Moderation and had
carefully documented their procedures for achieving consistency. It was clear that in many centres great
efforts had been made to cross-check the standard applied by different teacher/Examiner and to ensure that
marks awarded followed a single rank order before they were submitted to Cambridge.

In a small number of cases centres provided insufficient evidence of the Internal Moderation procedures
followed, merely writing different marks next to the original marks on the Working Mark Sheet. Some
justification of why the adjustment was made must be included in the documentation.

Details of the centre’s Internal Moderation procedures must also be sent to CIE, as specified on the ‘Cover
sheet for moderation sample’.

The coordinating teacher/Examiner is responsible for checking that the mark scheme has been applied
consistently by all of the teacher/Examiners in the centre. If a particular teacher/Examiner’'s marking is
judged by his/her colleagues to be out of line with the other marking at the centre, all the marks for learners
examined by that teacher/Examiner must be checked and adjusted accordingly before paperwork is
submitted to CIE.

¢ Transitions between sections of the test

It is very important to indicate the transition between the 3 parts of the test. In some cases there was
no transition indicated between the Topic Conversation and the General Conversation. At times it was
difficult to ascertain whether the teacher/Examiner had simply forgotten to conduct the General
Conversation, thus affecting the learner’s overall mark. There is no need for any use of English during the
tests: each new section can be introduced in Chinese, for instance by using sentences such as

IUAEBEAT 1 SO TR AL HE N8 3870 [BAE 54T H X5 1 1. and so on.

e  Working Mark Sheets
This year some incomplete Working Mark Sheets were submitted. These should be filled in with learners’ full

names, correct candidate numbers, the numbers of their Role Play cards, and signed and dated by the
teacher/Examiner.
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It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put against the names of the learners who are
included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners.

e Dispatch of the sample
Please ensure that the CDs are well packaged. CDs are particularly vulnerable to damage in transit, and
need to be carefully packed in strong containers, ideally in a plastic case inside a padded envelope. A few

centres sent their CDs in flimsy plastic or paper pockets. Avoid using staples to attach the centre label to
the soft plastic cover of the CD, as it can damage the surface of the CD and hence the recording.

Comments on specific sections

1. Role Plays

Overall, the Role Plays were conducted very well. Teacher/Examiners are reminded of the need for careful
preparation before the test. If the stipulated tasks are changed or omitted and/or extra tasks are added this
will confuse learners and it changes the nature of the examination. Marks can only be awarded for
completing the tasks as presented on the Role Play cards. Centres are reminded that on some tasks a short
response may be sufficient to attract a mark of three.

Each learner should be handed a single Role Play card and should complete both the Role Plays on that
card. Learners should be given the Role-play cards in random order, not 1,2, 3,40r1,1,1,2,2,2...
Please record the number of the card given to each learner in the space provided on the Working Mark
Sheet.

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the teacher/Examiner
before commencing the test. This is reassuring for the learner, and establishes that he/she is playing a role,
not merely answering for him- or herself. The introduction should NOT be read in English.

Learners should avoid answers in the Role Plays which are formulaic or neutral, such as %} | ‘yes’ or 7%& |
do not know’, as they give no indication that the learner has understood the question.

The question words which caused difficulty in the Role Plays in the November 2020 session were JLiX? how
many times?, and Z &} [H? how long?

Specific feedback on each question:

A Role Plays

° You are in a classroom talking to a sports teacher.
Less able learners found it difficult to answer the following: /R—/> 2 }H{(play sport) LIk ? How many
times a week do you (play sport)?

° You are in a Chinese restaurant talking to a waiter/waitress.
Most learners handled this well.

° You are on holiday. You are talking to a traveller on the train.
Less able learners found it difficult to answer the following: 7£(place )R {:Mi 5 2 Where did you stay in
(place)? and Ak * F(place)EZ * = = ? How long did it take to get to (place) by train?

B Role plays

° The summer holidays are about to start. You are looking for work. You are talking to a teacher.
Less able learners found it difficult to answer the following: /RE8 AT AFERI T/E? What sort of work are
you looking for? andR A8 LEWE )L T4 Z K 8] ? How long do you want to work there?

° You just came back from travelling in Beijing. You are talking to a friend.
Less able learners were unable to answer the following question with a past time frame:
PRIt = EEAIER 2 When did you go to Beijing?

° Yours friend telephones you to talk about the plan for this evening.
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Less able learners struggled to answer the following: 7R# X G 141t %l? What plans have you got
tomorrow?

2. Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation

The standard of work in this section covered the full range of performance.

Introduction to the Topic Presentation This must be introduced by the teacher/Examiner in Chinese, not
English, for example by saying Bl N 55 —#B4>. The learner should begin by stating clearly what his/her
topic is, for example ‘F /8 H /&...." as sometimes it is not obvious what topic is being presented. This

statement will also help learners focus on their topic.

Topics chosen

Many learners chose My Family, My Hobby, Sport, school Life, My Future, My Holiday.

More unusual topics included: My Favourite Malaysian Food, Mongolian Musical Instruments, My Hero,
Pandas, A True Friend, My Favourite Book.

Please do not allow learners to chose Myself or My Life for their Topic Presentation as this restricts the
possibilities in the General Conversation.

Timing Please note that the Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation should last a total of about five
minutes. In some centres much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were thereby
disadvantaged. In a very few cases the teacher/Examiner did not ask any questions after the learner had
finished the presentation. In such cases no marks can be awarded, as the mark scheme specifically rewards
responses to questions.

Topic Conversation

The teacher/Examiner should introduce this section in Chinese, for example by saying
PUERE AR LA AL

In some centres it was evident that the opening sections of the Topic Presentation had been memorised: this
type of rote learning misses the point of the Speaking Test, and will not allow learners to show the full range
of their ability in Chinese. Learners should be encouraged to speak spontaneously, and not to memorise
speeches.

The teacher/Examiner should listen carefully to the learners’ presentations, and then lead them skilfully
through the Topic Conversation by asking appropriate questions, allowing them both to develop their topic,
offer opinions and to demonstrate their language skills. In the Topic Conversation, the teacher/Examiner
should not ask questions, which require candidates to merely, repeat information from the Topic
Presentation. Learners must be given the opportunity to answer unexpected questions to score high marks.

Most centres handled the transition from the Topic Conversation to the General Conversation well, but some
centres are still not making clear the ending of the Topic Conversation and the start of the General
Conversation. This can be done by saying ‘BIEHENEE =5

Time-frames: The teacher/Examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (e.g. ‘When did you
begin to...?’) AND about the future (e.g. ‘When do you plan to....?").

Learners who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes.

In answer to a question such as ‘How long (a time) did you do (an action)?’ saying a length of time such as
‘Z4F, ’is not by itself sufficient to show that a learner can convey a past time-frame meaning. In such a
case, a verb is also required, for example’ 2% 7 =4F. °

Teacher/Examiners should ask more questions, until learners have showed they can convey meaning using
both past and future time frames successfully.
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3. General Conversation

Timing: Please note that the General Conversation should last about five minutes: in some centres
much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were disadvantaged. In most cases, however, it was
carried out well.

Questions asked: In a few centres identical questions were asked of all the learners. This is not in the spirit
of the examination and makes the whole exercise artificial and lacking in spontaneity. Each learner should
be asked different questions at an appropriately challenging level, according to their ability. The
teacher/Examiner should judge the appropriate level of question for the individual learner. A weak learner
might be asked What sports do you like? but a more able learner might be asked Why do you think exercise
is important?

The General Conversation should be based on the individual learners’ responses and so should not be over-
rehearsed or prepared beforehand. Please note that two or three of the Defined Content topics should be
covered during the General Conversation.

It is better to ask questions in depth on a few topics rather than a large number of unrelated questions.

There is no ‘Presentation’ in the General Conversation. The General Conversation involves the
teacher/Examiner asking the learners a series of questions on two or three topics.

Time-frames The teacher/Examiner MUST include questions BOTH about the past (‘When did you
begin...?’) AND about the future (‘When do you plan to....?’). If this is not done the learners will be
seriously disadvantaged. Learners who do not produce BOTH past AND future time-frames cannot
be awarded more than 6 marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the
Teachers’ Notes.
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE MANDARIN
CHINESE

Paper 0547/42
Writing 42

Key messages

¢ Avoid using pinyin for Question 1 and throughout the paper. Since this is a writing examination,
Chinese characters should be used as a default and both English and pinyin should be avoided

o Elaborate with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication for
Question 2.

e Avoid usage of pinyin for Question 2; this will lead to losing communication marks. Use synonym or
alternative words to replace the characters candidates do not know.

¢ Read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay attention to different
time frames.

e For Question 3, candidates need to indicate their chosen question of a, b, or c clearly on their answer
sheet.

General comments

The overall standard of responses seemed to be very high. It was pleasing to see that the messages in last
year’s Principal Examiner report were very well received and the centres followed the suggestions, which led
to a good and consistent performance across all questions. Most of the candidates tackled the tasks well and
not only answered the questions, but also produced detail and additional information for Question 2 and
Question 3. Some candidates showed higher proficiency in the language and used more complex structures
and more difficult characters, which reflected their linguistic ability. Centres are reminded that Cambridge
also offers qualifications in First and Second Language Chinese should this be suitable for particular
learners.

Candidates are reminded that responses must be relevant to the questions, and that all the bullet points
need to be addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Memorising a big chunk of a general
passage e.g. about oneself or family, trips, daily routine etc. is not a good practice, and no marks can be
awarded. Candidates should read the scenario and questions carefully, especially the timeframes and key
words which are included in the defined content booklet. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), it should be
remembered that a composition requires a certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the
question, and variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long but less varied
essay will not be awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater variety and interest. Candidates are,
however, reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3, they will not
produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks. However, in

Question 2, candidates should understand the importance of elaboration with simple sentence structures to
achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication. Condensed long sentences with many syntaxes will not
necessarily score high marks.

Some candidates crossed out correct sentences and forgot to write them again when they produced the final
draft, therefore, some marks were lost. Candidates should check their work again after crossing out
sentences and make sure that all the bullet points have been attempted and not be afraid to exceed the word
limit.

[t Cambridge Assessment
%}’ International Education © 2020



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Candidates should circle or write clearly which option they attempted to write in section 2 Question 3 since
there were 3 choices. They should write the story according to the scenario but there was no need to copy
out the scenario lines. For the letter writing option (a), candidates needed to pay attention to whom they were
supposed to write.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Candidates were asked to list five places they enjoy going to at the weekend. There were many excellent
answers and most candidates were able to list # ki, 2z, AE. BHE. @@, WEKP., RIE. W
s, BB F 5 0¥ Ketc. This showed that candidates have been taught well on topics and exam
techniques. Some regional variation of words e.g. ¥3% . 4 1% were accepted.

On the other end of the spectrum, a few wrote in pinyin or English entirely, thus no mark was rewarded.
Verbs were not accepted e.g. A%, ¥. b jing, aTEHR. A, FEALTE. 47K, Candidates
are advised not to list more than two words with the same suffix in one category, e.g. M %E. MAEX. €&
4545 % etc. which were only awarded maximum two marks.

Adding or missing strokes of the characters was tolerated but if there were missing radicals or wrong radicals

which created a new character with a different meaning, the mark could not be awarded. The common

mistakes when writing characters were: (7% (F3%) . L/ (&) . &% (F) | Hahz GRike)

BE GRE) By ) . 2 GR) B, Ry ) . £r OU1) . £ (L) B, 2B/ (B) . &
(&) 2

Some candidates wrote characters with the same pronunciation instead of correct ones, e.g. &/ L& /5 &
(AE) . BE&E UB) . T () B, 2o (BT) . £E UT)  RE/E/ME GE) L me (B) . B
(&) . e (A) . FHE () . RE (&) |

Some candidates misunderstood the location words and wrote #& . H &2, £8¥dr, La (&) . KA
() . +@&

Some of answers were not places: B, w4k, w&., BfH. ©xiF
A few candidates used pinyin rather than characters and even some English words e.g. dongwu® . play#%

Candidates must read the instructions both in Chinese and English carefully. If there is any doubt in the
Chinese instructions, read both the English ones and the example to help avoid confusion. There were a
handful of candidates who did not read the questions carefully and wrote 4k % 4& which was in the example
and &k 49377 which appeared in the rubric. Copying the example or characters from the rubric and
answering the questions in pinyin or English was not awarded marks.

Question 2

The question required the candidates to write about a typical day during their holiday. The overall
performance for this question was very good. Most of the candidates understood what was required,
produced lots of detailed and interesting information for each task. Apart from addressing the bullet points,
many candidates also provided extra information which could be awarded extra marks. However, candidates
need to be aware that extended sentences should be related to the tasks, not a free, unrelated elaboration.
With guided questions, candidates who were less able could produce some simple answers except for the
second task ‘where do you go in the morning’ which proved trickier.

Some able candidates, despite scoring a full mark for the Language, did not manage to score full marks for
the Communication as their sentences were very condensed and they did not give enough extra information
to be awarded. Therefore, it was a pity that potential marks were lost.

A few candidates were worried about the suggested word count and deleted parts of what they had written,
in order to come under the limit. They counted precisely and wrote down the exact number of characters they
used. However, this had the danger of not providing enough pieces of information in Question 2 and losing
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communication marks. Candidates should not worry about the word count if the minimum word limit has
been reached. It is shame to see some candidates crossed out correct sentences which contained more
information due to the worry of exceeding the word limit.

For task 1, most of the candidates recognised the question word JL.% and were able to replace the question
word with an exact time. However, some candidates wrote Arabic digits e.g. 7 /& instead of Chinese
characters £ & which should be avoided.

Task 2 was not so well attempted though " JL (where) was not a difficult question word. Some candidates
did not answer directly and clearly with a place word e.g. &A=& 8948481 14T 3R, e L FRE, REE
Jis 5 3X,..

In task 3, some weaker candidates found the sentence structure more challenging with the word % and they
simply copied down the question word in their answer e.g. #& 49 K 4 &A= X 4% or they just
recognised & so they wrote & F=R A—A"CHF R or £A1E KL F 4R instead of answering ‘who cooks
lunch for you’. However, #1114 7 *F B £ /T ¢ #4149 F 4% was tolerated since it implied that chefs in the
restaurant cook for us. Apart from difficulties in understanding the task, many candidates were able to extend
their answers with extra information e.g. KEXCF A, RIFre; BB FBRARIT T, ABRDIR, F A,
A#, &A% C etc. which scored additional marks for communication.

Task 4 and 5 were well answered. For task 4, a majority of candidates were very familiar with different
activities they like - &3, @@, &4 . FLEKIFX etc. were popular answers.

For task 5, similar to task 4, the majority of the candidates wrote 3£ {T or #XiZ %) with a future tense
particle 2. &, 47 # etc., however, a handful of candidates were more careless writing ‘ FA~Z#7’
instead of ‘F/MEH#’ . Some candidates mixed up the characters ‘L’ and ‘T’ , using past/present
tense instead of future tense, or ‘& _EAMBHE’ instead of ‘&K TAMBHR . Some candidates did not omit

“#%° when talking about specific activities e.g. & TAMEIIT H A R E A K 694848 ; 17 H 4T E 2K which
affected their language marks.

Candidates are advised to answer the questions first then elaborate with the relevant questions. Copying out
rubrics without extra information will not be awarded extra marks, e.g. iX & &EH 24— X, however, &K
P ey — RIEF 4, KRFEEAK allowed 2 marks for task 1.

Some good examples with good idioms and structures were:

o BIBARMT RS RECHER, BRAZCHNETFET. RRKLET.

o HRWMAWAITEREL, FXRAAK, A —RHFHTA. ILRRRERNEFHZ —. LI, KL
TEKEG—X,

o THAFHAMRARITITHR, BREAHMAMNE EFITREK, BA-F B RKABI KA RGN A E &
W, AR RKRECEREESE,

o ARZLGMANF—RENBRY, LRAAXA —HBRNBZAAEZANT, hETLEWT RV,

e Candidates are reminded that a list could not score more than three marks. If one of the tasks was
missing, the maximum communication mark was 9, no matter how many extra marks were gained from
other bullet points. If two of the tasks were missing, the maximum communication mark was 8 and so
on. Candidates are reminded that this is a writing exam, and Chinese characters should be used as
standard, and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words, e. g. ‘& F &
ER#EHA youyong' 5 CTFAMBIRITERRA—LEIGyod ; EFBEERE
supermarket’ which are sentences which cannot gain communication marks. These sentences could
be replaced by & T 4 & &k 09 F A& 3 if # K is difficult to write or L 44845 3 & % 7 3% instead of
supermarket. Pinyin and English words do not count towards the communication mark.

A handful of candidates simply copied out the tasks and swapped 1% with # in the sentences, so no marks
were awarded.

Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters, some common mistakes were:

AB for ‘AN & ME for AAE, 4THEIK for 47K, &K for 2K, & for 4k, LiR for Hik.
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Accuracy of language was generally good; simple and straight-to-the-point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors and candidates could improve their performance by placing
emphasis on the following:

¢ 8>

The most common mistakes were using ‘#=" | &£’ incorrectly.

1. ‘4= is wrongly used to link adjectives/verbs/sentences: e.g. & /L&A kA KL-FIR; K TFEBBHIE
Fa it AR

2. Using ‘A&’ with adjectives: e.g. #3473 49 F IR 2 AREF; F A REFC.

3. Some candidates attempted using pinyin or English instead of characters: e.g. 4 yao =P B A H XA K
AP E; MAFEE fujin; ¥+ EFEA42 K which is RAREF; XAET AT healthy; R TFTFERE
% drama and movie.

4. The same sentences repeated from questions or just changing the question word 1% to #&: e.g. &J/L.&
AR EA MR

5. Carelessly missing characters or writing wrong characters, even some of the characters which were on
the scenario or tasks: e.g. KAIFAANF H AR R TFRERGEHRAEEK; TAMBRIGRITHATH
;RSB IR.

6. Missing characters or words: e.g. ¥ B Z4F3 7 A S 4f; KMEE KR,

Section 2
Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one out of three options to write about. The types of questions were
similar to the previous ones in the past few years so the candidates were familiar with the format and were
able to opt for the one they felt most confident about. Question 3 (a) ‘Write about a club you have joined’
and Question 3 (c) ‘You found you lost your school bag after getting off the tube’ seemed to be the most
popular choices. Using a letter format was not required as it had been in previous years to score
communication marks, therefore, extra and detailed information for the bullet points were required to score
the full communication marks. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count.
Expanding on the bullet points was likely to score more marks for language than writing general opening and
ending formalities e.g. ‘FA XA KEMRE T o RFARFD? REED? ; “BRERFHEFD? AR FK
&, 77 F4=& ! " which can be pre-learnt and would not attribute much to the final scores.

Many candidates demonstrated a high proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in terms of Communication,
Accuracy of Characters and Grammar and Structures. Some candidates even used complex structures and
difficult or unusual characters which reflected their linguistic ability as higher than the level that a foreign
language paper in IGCSE requires.

While nearly 42 per cent of candidates chose Question 3 (a), 35 per cent of candidates who opted for
Question 3 (c) wrote very interesting and complicated stories. 3 (b) was chosen by 23 per cent which were
higher than that in last year, perhaps due to familiarisation with playing computer games. There were many
excellent essays showing great language skill and great abilities of creative writing.

Many Chinese idioms were well used in essays: e.g. &4 &4 . F'& £ . AL A%, plus some advanced
words: 3%k, FARGRM, BAEFER, ABMK, ZATE, EFlS, RBAM, SR, Al
R, RTBMA, BHEALATS, BIEEENFIEEMES, FETRGERETRABELREE ete.

Candidates who scored highest tended to have a range of sentence patterns, and examiners were pleased
to see that ik, £, %, #%, 4 were used in some of the essays from part 1 of the defined content booklet.
Many candidates were able to use conjunction words and complex sentences, like & 7 -+ i&; X ---3L;
Tt ooy Hoeers ZAR AR Z eees Loee X oee

(a) For 3(a), the task was to ‘Write about a club you have joined’. There were a number of excellently
written works. Most candidates covered the bullet points very well and they were able to give
justification for task 3 and 4. It was not seen as difficult for the majority to provide answers for
‘when, what and how’ in task 1 +2 + 4. For task 3 ‘474 /3<%’ , candidates needed only answer
either advantages or disadvantages, but most of candidates managed very well with both aspects.

[t Cambridge Assessment
%}’ International Education © 2020



(b)

Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Foreign Language Mandarin Chinese November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Simple answers from ‘iR4Fit. A EL. AR, FO. KRN A to advanced answers e.g.

GERRBRIIBRR, B, KEFEZIRMEE were seen in the scripts. For disadvantages, % 7k .
. fFetm, ™MEE. ik XF X RGP £ were popular answers. There were some very
impressive words to describe how the candidates were in the club for task 4 e.g. &g . A& . #
Sy R AR, AERRAF, SRR SH, L kiR % B k. Different extracurricular
activities were mentioned in task 5 e.g. £ L HE, PER/ K/ EHE R, G, @3 etc, afew
candidates also wrote ‘#4k%E4 40, BAA0iX AME R etc. which were all qualified to score
communication marks.

Examiners were pleased to see that the majority of candidates paid attention to whom they should
be writing and addressed it to %347 correctly this year. A small number of candidates used the
present tense for task 1 and wrote ‘ &\ & F45 5418 K3 instead of answering it in the past.

The future tense was dealt with very well this year since there were two words #1-. 47 in task 5
to remind candidates it should be answered using a future tense.

Characters and Grammar

Most candidates understood grammar very well and wrote sentences, even complex ones,
correctly. Most essays showed that candidates have no problem using past, present and future
timeframes e.g.

o NRZLMA, FVEXABT. A, FAAARARXRFAT HABRI, WETIRS L3
RetE, FHEFEL—-FFL

o REASABRIGILEENAMITR T ALK, LI, ROEIRIELES T R,

o BARA UL, EREHFHSIBRIA LS ATFL,

e Pinyin was used significantly less this year, however, there were a number of homophone or
near homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such as 4 X (#E) . & X
() oo () R ke (&) L F G L R&/# (1) L B (B) L HKR () LR
(#H) 2, AR (BA) , 2x (BE) . 2 () k. 4%k UK . 8% K . ®HE
Ug) =8 (FF) . % @) MA. AL GFEx) & GF) . FJL () . L (5)
FoFE GEA) L8 (B) 850 A (&) #HA (&) # etc.

Although the majority of grammatical structures were used correctly and impressively, there were
some common mistakes as below:

e Tenses: Similar to last year, misunderstanding the questions and using future tense instead of
past happened in some centres: used future tense instead of past: talked about their plan to
join a club e.g. KA T AN ZHAFF 45 £ A R AR K3,

e  The use of present tense throughout.

e When talking about a time, mixingup ‘E’ and ‘F’ : &TAH S TIEFR,

e Misuseof ‘#=’ , &’ and ‘A&’ inadjective sentences: e.g. Rl FMARER; &AW T 4T
M R a3 R IR R BRI EIK,

e When a place word was involved in a sentence: e.g. #& 47 £ 3L R EF K,

e  Time word wrongly positioned: #& %72 7 & £ 38 LA~ 2 #7,

The task was to express views on playing computer games. 24 per cent of the candidates
answered this task and generally performed very well in Communication, Accuracy of Characters
and Grammar and Structures. However, a few candidates did not answer task 3 ‘how long you
played for’ and lost the communication mark.

Task 1 was tackled very well with the past tense timeframe. However, less able candidates wrote
M9 FFF 45 rather than AW ¥ FF45. For task 2 ‘Who you usually play computer games with’, the
majority of candidates answered the question well and with friends or classmates or some family
members were common answers. Similar to last year, ‘% K&’ caused problems when some
candidates were writing an answer for task 3 ‘How long you spent to play for last time’ and simply
answered with ‘=B’ or ‘XX ANBEFHE /XX ABH4E’  instead of ‘= 8+’ . In addition, some
candidates just talked about how they usually play for three hours a week rather than a specific
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length of time on the last occassion. It is very pleasing to see the majority of the candidates
understood ‘#F4’ and ‘¥4’ and produced good reasons to back up their opinions.
However, simply writing ‘ A %F 4 #=3 4’ and not writing details cannot score marks. Candidates
are encouraged to answer the questions with greater details and follow the patterns and tense
frames which will achieve better results in both communication marks and language marks.

Characters and Grammar

The range of characters seemed very impressive. Candidates could expand the range of
vocabulary and sentence patterns on different opinions. Some good examples were:

o TREMMALEMAZEN KR, CLZB Y ENNT ik,

o AIFRAE AR A L A NAEA,

o AWEFXEARASFEENLIL, XTUFIRTMRE S A TFTENERH L EF
o REBACIHHERAMGRAAELY —FH, RALTEIATRTARAT,

o  NIRREIR—HHTHRA

o NUAHRAL—ABBITHL, HAREER

o MEMH, MHHFEILHF

o RATARK B EITAH WA,

However, some common errors were:

e  Wrong characters: X & (F) . 2#t

e Producing incorrect lengths of time: e.g. =8 id]

e  Wrong word order: ¥ KAk — A2 =] K3t

e Wrong syntax: 5ti5 & & R4F K AGIREE, K LRI T & SR BB E A KANEA FR
e Misuse of T: 4RI 7T & miF & a, T ARG S M A

e misuse of F: HAILAYRF O

(c) This topic was the second most popular task that candidates attempted. About 35 per cent of the
candidates opted for this task which was to write about a story of ‘What happened after you
discovered you lost your school bag after getting off the tube’. The overall standard was high and
very encouraging. There were some very creative, well-constructed and well-written interesting
stories which successfully demonstrated an ability to communicate fluently, and with a high level of
grammatical accuracy. A vast majority of the candidates observed the rubrics and responded to
each question accordingly. The language proficiency of the candidates related to 3(c) was
generally good. Some were extremely good in all three areas (Communication, Accuracy of
Characters and Accuracy of Grammar and Structures). And on the other hand, some candidates
needed to use pinyin to make the whole story complete and coherent.

Communication

Most candidates answered ‘What the school bag like and what is in the bag’ without difficulties. Task 3 ‘Who
you travelled with’ also answered well. However, some of the candidates did not respond to the fourth bullet
point 7% 3t #% & 1% /& 2 7 directly and wrote & 8911 & FF K &P THEAR or HAEIFRLERIT RS,

Candidates scoring highly were those who wrote a good story using a wide variety of vocabulary and
sentence structures. Candidates are advised not to copy out the scenario line before starting their story, nor
write too much for the pre-setting of the story. Pre-learnt passages should not be applied in teaching practice
and it is very pleased that those kinds of essays were not often seen this year.

For the last question ‘Bk X4 7+ 4%’ , manyresponses ended well with ‘someone found my bag and
handed it to the tube service desk’ or ‘my teacher kept it for me’ or ‘my classmates took it by mistake’ or

‘BREAETEEBIGIRAEA . But some answers wrote ‘& Rk KA &M HE AN T’ which demonstrated
that candidate did not understand the task and could not write a complete story.

Some very good examples below:
o RKROIZBRTAKNTMN., ©lE, B, THKRGFR, .
o AR ARIER, LT ARRE.
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o RIA — A AR L, 8- MR 4nil & KA, .

RAKAG IR E WL kb LR R A XA AR RiTRGPB .

BRI B 2A B PEORLT.

RALF AT AR R T R P LRI, e HEARRBEEYW, PO LANERWRERFFREGE
eSS

T A, ZRELLEFTRAMNEZGPOLEAET LN, wFh, BOLA KRB LA, LEHAIE R B
KB RGP E.

IHAR S IAME, RbslefPHaLRET.

B AR BARAZ IR R 09 T B An B 0 TAEA R
FETEANHENE, BABHLSKRE, FAMREERTAGYH S

Characters and Grammar

Many candidates displayed an impressively wide range of characters and idioms, e.g. @ 818, X kK Ui
. Be LT HEE DL etc.

The common mistakes were : wrong characters e.g. #F (£) 7. — (L) B. &5 (&) . & (F=) M
A KRR UB) AN (A) L A (R) L 3 (%)

etc.

The most common grammar errors were:

Used present tense throughout the writing, Question 3 was recounting a past event so the whole story
should be in past tense setting.

Misuse of ‘A=’ and ‘&’ : e.g. KayP ORI KAtRAH; KAEF K,

Wrong sentence pattern used when describing the colour of the bag: e.g. K& PH e &

Mixed up 49/4F /3

Use of wrong characters and mixed with pinyin: e.g. % (GE7) —/A~EF; 20F4 (3F) KHL&KE T,
HEMEtuPpiE— () B.

Wrong grammar: e.g. ##PEHZEIL, KkZ@IL; ARNAERGED; RAROPET.

Word order: e.g. K& H &R T Exsk L

Some essays used pinyin and English: e.g. ihui bang Ffind & 494 &,

Wrong grammar with verbs or adjectives: e.g. & # /&I &

Include question word in the answer: e.g. &Ik —AE4G, E&, Wy, FFLH%,

Wrong syntax: e.g. B R E R PO ; ARLT RO EE; NHALERG PO, A (4) x4,
WBIHFET RGP ORET; BIBETRE K,
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