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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key messages

The candidates were generally well prepared for the examination, their performance varied from excellent to
a few unsatisfactory. Most candidates answered all questions best to their ability. Candidates are
increasingly responding to questions in their own language with minimum lifting from the text. In order to
raise the standards, candidates need to ensure to:

Pay more attention to spellings, vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Follow the word limit prescribed for each question.

Read the question carefully before answering it.

Comments on specific questions

Section A
Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

Candidates read a passage to identify and select relevant information, show understanding of the connection
between ideas, opinions and attitudes and understand what is implied but not directly stated. The answers
can be one word/short phrase.

Questions 1-5 are answered well by a majority of candidates. Some candidates have missed the point that
Sarojini Naidu was the first Indian lady to have become the president of Indian national Congress. Question
6 is answered correctly by only a very small number of candidates. Candidates had to infer the answer from
the text as it was not directly stated, which is found to be too challenging for most of them.

Exercise 2 Questions 7-15

Multiple matching: candidates read a series of short paragraphs followed by a series of sentences, then
match each sentence to one of the paragraphs. The good candidates have performed well, but some weaker
candidates have found Question 10 challenging.

Exercise 3 Questions 16—19

Candidate read a longer text and make brief notes under a number of given headings. Most candidates have
performed well in this exercise. Candidates have mostly engaged well with the topic of cause and effects of

pollution. The sentence ‘&TeT & &2Thl & is misunderstood by many of them as one of the pollutants in homes.
Exercise 4

Question 20 — Candidates write a paragraph-length summary of no more than 100 words about an aspect of
the text in exercise 3. Exercise 4,5 and 6 assess their reading and writing abilities so Language marks are
awarded separately from the content marks. Most candidate have managed to adhere to the prescribed word
limit while summarising the main points from the text. The weaker candidates tend to lift big chunks of the
text which does not show their own writing skills or ability to identify the main points of a text.
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Exercise 5

Question 21 — Candidates write a short functional prose of approximately 120 words as a note in response
to a series of 3 prompts. Candidates have mostly performed well in this task and produced notes to address
all three prompts in separate paragraphs. However, their written work has errors in spelling of everyday
vocabulary and grammatical structures. It is also important to stick to the word limit of the task.

Exercise 6

Question 22 — Candidates write a longer piece of continuous prose of approximately 200 words. The topic is
found to be engaging for almost all the candidates. Some scripts have included candidates’ strong views
for/against the given statement and make good reading. Most candidates have discussed both sides of the
given statement and provided a logical conclusion. The quality of written work is variable. More attention to
spelling and a range of correct grammatical structures will further raise the standards of IGCSE Hindi as a
second language.

Based on the analysis of the scripts, some areas of strength and weakness are as follows:
Almost all the questions are attempted by a majority of candidates.
Summary writing skill is generally improved.

Candidates show some understanding of basic grammar and vocabulary but need more practice with
complex structures and expressions. Additionally, they will benefit from more guidance on organizing their
thoughts and ideas cohesively. Some of the common spelling errors occur due to incorrect use of short and

long vowels in words such as, T, T, (Tdl foh wae (Tal S BHd), SHATT (SHTAT), STol FaT foh ™A (STeT
AT T ST, AT (7f¢aT) Some spelling errors completely change the meaning of words , such as, w&el

g STl § (F@ STl §), ISl (I, &Tel (3Tef), Tell (STell), AT (GoT), 1T (fe2).Correct spelling of
common vocabulary and grammatical structure will further raise the standards in this syllabus.
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3R 6 3T oot 3R for@sr Fr &N T Theled I & SHAT HIWT F 3 HTT & 3R T 3T A
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

“ Paper 0549/02

Key messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:
o Write their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood.
o Take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 3.

General comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of ability was observed. Most
candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

For this component, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed

for accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning or the meaning is
unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on specific questions

Exercise 1 — Questions 1-6

The majority of candidates performed reasonably well on this exercise. Questions 1-6 require short
answers, and most candidates fared well. There were variations in spelling of some words. Some of the
words are part of basic vocabulary and candidates are expected to be able to spell them correctly. Marks
were awarded if the misspelt word did not change the meaning, but not for answers where it changed the
meaning such as, for example, instead of ‘naami’ — famous person candidates wrote ‘nani’ which means
grandmother.

Question 1

This was mostly answered correctly, some variations in the spelling of sITHY. Marks were awarded if the
misspelt word did not change the meaning.

Question 2
Most of the candidates answered correctly.

Question 3
Required words were SI&d 4T AT QToll 78T &AT| Most of the candidates achieved the mark in this question.

Question 4

There were many variations of this word. Marks were awarded if the misspelt word did not change the
meaning. This was accessible to the majority of candidates.

Question 5

Some candidates answered correctly with spelling errors, however some lost their mark because they wrote
§14T, A19T instead of - 919

BB Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education ©2023




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language March 2023
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Question 6

Some candidates answered correctly but some lost the marks writing only S[df instead of H&Y 3¢ 4T TS &
oI &Y S|
Question 7(i)—(viii)

Candidates were required to fill in the blank spaces with the appropriate word. There was a variation of
answers in this section but most candidates picked up the words from the audio well and answered the
question properly and score the marks. As in the previous section, accuracy of spelling was a major issue.

There were too many variations in spelling of words like in JaTfareirer, TS, @rfgcy, 3R w31 Question 7(ii)
was the most challenging. A very few candidates gained the mark in this question.

Questions 8-15

These questions were intended to be more challenging. Attention to detail and use of precise vocabulary
were both required. Some still offered one or two-words answers with insufficient detail which led to marks
being lost.

Question 8

Most of the candidates were able to answer this question but weaker candidates were not able to answer the
question correctly.

Question 9

Majority of the candidates answered well in this section as they chose the correct wording to fit in.
Question 14

Many candidates achieved a mark in this section successfully.

Question 15

This was mostly answered well with variations in spelling.

Questions 1623

Q16-23: Were multiple choice questions, candidates needed to select the correct answer out of three
choices. Most candidates managed to score marks. Some candidates ticked and crossed in more than one
box and lost marks.

There were a very few of candidates who didn’t attempt the questions. Most candidates got on an average
3—4 questions ticked correctly but the main questions that candidates answered incorrectly were 19, 20, 21
and 23 this shows that they found these questions difficult to have correct answer.

Summary

Candidates should listen to the recording very carefully and develop techniques and strategies to enable
them to identify and select appropriate detail for their answers. There is a need to work on emerging Hindi
vocabulary to access some questions and also to focus on sounds and letters, paying particular attention to
similar sounding letters. Teachers should also try dictation activities with their pupils regularly in class.

Candidates should gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises in class and attempt past papers
under timed conditions. This would certainly help to raise the overall standard.
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geeT 3
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W 10-11

o qleTdl e I & H Tl Wl FO A AT AR actelr B I & HROT A=A 376 @i fem
W 12
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e 15

&l F TEaTd F WY SHHT SR T 3 &A1 =T A

e 16-23
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mﬁaﬁﬁr%DW@W%Dqu eI @ Gelell «MMeT HR Tohotterl 3R 0TI 0 faehf@e hear
AT aifeh I 39= 3R & fv 3ugerd fqavor &1 ggare 3R a2 Wﬂ%liﬁq?c‘rﬁﬁqgﬂﬁé?%v
3T TRET QrscTdell il 9aly U HTH ey I HTATSdT § JUT eafaar 3R 306/ ov Y & &hfga =
T T AT T aTel IERT W AAT €17 S Fr 3732 B
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/03
Speaking

Key messages

The Speaking test is an optional component and has three parts:

Part 1: Candidates give a 2—-3-minute presentation on a topic chosen from the list of topics prescribed in the
Syllabus. Candidates may prepare a single cue card, containing a maximum of five headings and some
illustrative material to bring into the examination room. Any additional written support or script for their
presentation is not allowed.

Part 2: Candidates have 3—4-minute discussion with the examiner about the Presentation to further assess
their knowledge and understanding of their prepared topic in an interactive manner.

Part 3: Candidates engage in a 3—4-minute conversation with the examiner about at least two general topics

from the syllabus (one from areas A—B and one from areas C-E). Candidates are not given prior
information/choice about the topics.

General Comments

Most candidates performed well in the Speaking test in this year's examination. Candidates who did well
were well prepared for the three-part examination and followed the guidelines set out. If a large number of
candidates appear from a centre and several internal examiners are engaged in the assessment process, it
is important to ensure consistency of approach in them. Some examiners introduced the candidates,
explained the composition of three-part examination and gave them the opportunity to perform best to their
ability without prompting, interrupting or attempting to complete their sentences for them. This showed best
practice by the examiners.

The recordings were consistently of a good quality.

Comments on Specific Questions

Part 1: Topic Presentation

Candidates who did well made a well organised presentation. They covered the topic area comprehensively
to make it lively and interesting. They used topic appropriate vocabulary, simple and some complex
grammatical structures to present ideas, opinions and facts. Their pronunciation and intonations were good.
Weaker responses tended to use English words frequently.

Part 2: Topic Conversation

This part of the Speaking Test is designed to stretch and challenge the candidates on their prepared topic. It
should not be a repetition of the Presentation. Ideally, the questions should be well thought out to achieve
this objective. Some of the questions fell in the category of repetition of the Presentation.

The overall performance was good to very good. Most candidates responded spontaneously and
thoughtfully. They used sufficient range of precise vocabulary and errors did not impede communication. The
questions were generally relevant for the topic and age of the candidates. They are expected to respond
without any prompting from the examiner, but this was not followed consistently. General knowledge
questions and questions which can be answered by one word (Yes/No) should be avoided in this section.
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Part 3: General Conversation

This part of the Speaking test assesses the conversational skills and fluency in Hindi. The guidelines to
choose one topic from areas A to B and another one from C to E need to be followed consistently. Instead of
following the syllabus, some candidates were asked what they would like to talk about. General conversation
topics cannot be a repetition of the Presentation. This part of the Speaking Test needs to be structured
carefully in line with the Syllabus. In order to provide the candidates a fair opportunity to show their true
ability to use Hindi in an interactive situation, it is important to resist from prompting or summing up for them.
Questions need to be planned with a view to provide opportunity to use a range of grammatical structures
including a variety of tenses and some complex sentences to express ideas and opinions.
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f&dr qudt swr & w9 A

Paper 0549/03
wHTYOT TdaT

&I HeA

HHYUT W& Ueh Jhfedss Hesh § 30T 3gd dieT 99T &

o7 1: oA A AU fawal f gt & @ g 10 fawy ) ot gan 2-3 ffee i v wEgid|
e qleT et A I & AU Hf¥hdH gra MRt R T T e & 3ere”or arr wh 7 #wS
IR X T § 37 T dfa & v w1 wfaRea *fEa Aeg ar a@ @& #ir segafa 7@

T 2GR T favT Hftd STeTehRY &l 3R 3Mehelel e & foIv wdeteh & A1y 9 dfa & favg &
HTAT 3-4 Ade fr areaRe aR=E=r|

1T 3: GETT ST 9eTH o ATYT UISThA H HH I HA & AT A9dr WX (Th AV Iodshd & aug

s v ¥ 3R o vy w3 W W) 34 e & ardie| Wl # v & qF gEenaae &
3T At G I £

AT _foaforat

38 a¥ T qlieT # e qleniiE F ot qdeT A e gEgia & o adentiat fr gegfa
3T A 3 e ameT Fr qdeT & AT 3l R ¥ R ¥ 3R FUIRT Renfadedt & areer Rar
ur| Ifg T g & T2 FEAT # W gia § 3R Te F A’ ARk wieTe 3Tehclel Ifhdm H ofer
i €, 37 it F ered gl Hecael ¥l Fo et o qdentdiat @ Ry fn, dier-amr S
TTETT T AT T SATET AT AN Iog e Hevel, Tehiae AT 3eofeh dTeFAT &l QU Fel &l JAE U
TS 379 &THTT & AR FAASS Fedlel el I e a1 udiefehl T $H YR HT cFagR Halad
FITH T 3EIE]0T &

HHTYOT kT RepifSar T aqureaar AW &1 § e A

s
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RAfAse weat @ feouforat

smar 1 fawar gegfa

3T S e aTel TRIETTE A SEqic geaaeyd Y| 3eglel favg-ae] @l faEdR qdeh Jedd A
39 Shad 3R U S 7| 3egled 39aT fAaRy, a3 3R qedl A yedd e & v favg-3uged
Aeaell, Tel AR Fo Sifee A0S AT F1 ITAT fhdT| 37ehT 3TaroT 3R eafd 3es Al
HAGR FEITAT 7 TR-IR 7S Al 1 TAT Al T GGy &

19T 2: AYY Fratema

HHTSOT GUET & 19T AT 3Ry ANt § 37 T4 g0 vy | 9o @ Y 388 @ g
SR FT 3ol FAT §1 $H AT 7 JUH 81097 A 56 dfa & oRIghy 767 gl amfiwl et w7 3,
SH 38T HT IS A & [T 9e&1 T IS e @ FraT STl "1gy arfeh Yegfcd & gl 78 ard
aIETS o SiV| & Y8 T TR&T T 1 T G&Jfd hr GeRighy v Soft & 3ma g

aﬁrﬁwqﬂﬁrﬁmwmﬂaﬁwqud 3reoT o1l AfReer gdeTfiEr & e 3R S-adHsEeR
Srard feU| Segie waed AT # Hh Aeeraeh S U fhar 3R IS A ifdeaid Hr et wAgr
fRar| wesT 3 alk 9 adienfiar & vy 3R 37 & v gafas O 398 e fr et & & o
gt O f9ar ey Terdar & 3R &, Afhad SHHT TRMaR Ureled 1gT fham /T 1T AT & 92T
3R T v ST 3T TS U (B1/AeT) H AT ST TehaT &, 399 39 WS H §9«T AU

T 3: AT dIadid

THTYOT G&TT T g AT By H Hareg-anierel 3R Ta1g T 3l T &1 T Siddid & o Th
T A @S TATMARGE A WA S H A Yool & oA & AGUT &1 TIMAR ITefal el
3TALThAT g1 ITSTHRH Pl UTele] el o Folld, @Eﬁm@@wﬁ?a‘maﬁﬁmm
AN | FHAT STl & AT JEdfd T eRIghy o€l 8 Hehcl | FHIVOT GAET & $H 9T T TSTHA H
3IET HIGUAIGaeh TRAT Fal S IMaRIehall &1 TETIGT T U Farereas Fafa & & &1 3wz
el T AT arETden &TAAT ETeT & 3 3HawR el el & v, 3ad fov qdiete garT 3R
T qU A AT AShY fspros @ S<ar 3Taedsh g1 9l i @aer # 36 a1 1 el @l
3TaeTH ¢ o 3ot 3 3 & fAT gliendf it e far suea aa @67 e #a ik 3o
HTYTST aTFIT T IUART el HT TR A |
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