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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 Footer:  
File name with no path on left  
Candidate details on right 

2 

2 Rows 1 & 13: 
Correct cells merged and centred 
Grey background 
Bold and italic, 16 point 
 
A6:C11: 
Merged cells 
Right aligned 
Wrapped as shown 
 
Row 14: 
Centre aligned horizontally 
Centre aligned vertically 
Wrapping as shown 
 
Cell borders as shown 

10 

3 Landscape, fully visible with row & column headings 1 

4 B3 AVERAGE( … ) 
 … B15:B45 
B4 AVERAGE( B46:B73) 
C3 AVERAGE( E15:E45) 
C4 AVERAGE( E46:E73) 
D3 AVERAGE( H15:H45) 
D4 AVERAGE( H46:H73) 
All 6 =ROUND( … ,1) for all 6 formulae 

8 

5 D6 =COUNTIF(C$15:C$73,">0") 
D7 =COUNTIF(F$15:F$73,">0") 
D8 =COUNTIF(I$15:I$73,">0") 

3 

6 D9 =COUNTIF(C15:C73, …) 
  ,">7.5" 

2 

7 D10 =ROUNDUP( …,0) 
 AVERAGE(D15:D45) 

2 

8 =COUNTIF(D15:D45,"<5") 1 

9 Printout 
Landscape row & column heads fully visible 

1 

10 Values 2 
Cells A1:D11 only 
Portrait orientation & single page fully vis 
No row & column headings 

3 
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Question Answer Marks 

11 Chart 
Appropriate chart type 
Appropriate title 
Month as category axis with axis title 
Sunshine plotted with correct values 
… on primary value axis with axis title 
Rainfall plotted with correct calculated values 
… on secondary value axis with axis title 
… maximum scale set to 100 
Appropriate legend, chart easily read, no truncation/overlapping 

9 

12 CSS: 
All 4 correct styles selected 
Using single selector 
Font-family: Calibri 
, "Helvetica Neue" in speech marks 
, sans-serif;  
Correct CSS syntax with selector { } 

6 

13 Head section: 
<head> 
<title>Weather Data</title> 
<meta …> 
… charset= … 
… "ISO-8859-1" 
<meta name= … > 
… "author" … 
… content="TawaraWeb A Candidate" 
<meta name= … > 
… "description" … 
… content="Weather data for the Tawara region"> 
<meta name="viewport" …> 
… content="width=device-width … 
…, initial-scale=2.0" 
<meta name="keywords" … > 
… content=" … " 
… Tawara … 
… comma separator 
… weather  
<base … > 
… Target="_blank" 
</head> 

22 
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Evidence document 
 
Layout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Rows 1 & 13 Correct cells merged and centred  1 mark 
 Grey background 1 mark 
 Bold and italic, 16 point 1 mark 
A6:C11 Merged cells 1 mark 
 Right aligned 1 mark 
Row 11 Only row 11 wrapped as shown 1 mark 
Row 14 Centre aligned horizontally 1 mark 
 Centre aligned vertically 1 mark 
 Wrapping as shown 1 mark 
All Cell borders as shown 1 mark 
Print Landscape, fully visible with row &  
 column headings 1 mark 
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Footer File name with no path on left 1 mark 
 Candidate details on right 1 mark 
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Formulae 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

B3 AVERAGE( … ) 1 mark 
 … B15:B45 1 mark 
B4 AVERAGE( B46:B73) 1 mark 
C3 AVERAGE( E15:E45) 1 mark 
C4 AVERAGE( E46:E73) 1 mark 
D3 AVERAGE( H15:H45) 1 mark 
D4 AVERAGE( H46:H73) 1 mark 
All 6  =ROUND( … ,1) for all 6 formulae 1 mark 

D6 =COUNTIF(C15:C73,">0") … 1 mark 
D7 =COUNTIF(F15:F73,">0") 1 mark 
D8 =COUNTIF(I15:I73,">0") 1 mark 
D9 =COUNTIF(C15:C73, …) 1 mark 
 … ">7.5" 1 mark 
D10 =ROUNDUP( … ,0) 1 mark 
 AVERAGE(D15:D45) 1 mark 
D11 =COUNTIF(D15:D45,"<5") 1 mark 
Formulae p/o Landscape row & col heads fully visible 1 mark 
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Comparison of rainfall and sunshine in January and 
February in Chelsmy

Average hours of sunshine Total rainfall in mm

Values 2 Cells A1:D11 only 1 mark 
 Portrait orientation & single page fully vis 1 mark 
 No row & column headings 1 mark 

Chart Appropriate chart type 1 mark 
 Appropriate title 1 mark 
 Month as category axis with axis title 1 mark 
 Sunshine plotted with correct values 1 mark 
 … on primary value axis with axis title 1 mark 
 Rainfall plotted with correct calculated values 1 mark 
 … on secondary value axis with axis title 1 mark 
 … maximum scale set to 100 1 mark 
 Legend relates to data & chart has no 
 truncation/overlap 1 mark 
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h1,h2,h3,p  {font-family:Calibri,"Helvetica Neue",sans-serif} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
<head> 
<title>Weather Data</title> 
<meta charset="ISO-8859-1"> 
<meta name="author" content="TawaraWeb A Candidate"> 
<meta name="description" content="Weather data for the Tawara region"> 
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=2.0"> 
<meta name="keywords" content="Tawara, weather"> 
<base target="_blank"> 
</head> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head section <head> 1 mark 
 <title>Weather Data</title> 1 mark 
 <meta … > 1 mark 
 … charset= … 1 mark 
 … "ISO-8859-1" 1 mark 
 <meta name= … > 1 mark 
 … "author" … 1 mark 
 … content="TawaraWeb A Candidate" 1 mark 
 <meta name= … > 1 mark 
 … "description" … 1 mark 
 … content="Weather data for the Tawara region" 1 mark 
 <meta name="viewport" …> 1 mark 
 … content="width=device-width … 1 mark 
 …, initial-scale=2.0" 1 mark 
 <meta name="keywords" … > 1 mark 
 … content=" … " 1 mark 
 … Tawara … 1 mark 
 … comma separator 1 mark 
 … weather 1 mark 
 <base … > 1 mark 
 target="_blank" 1 mark 
 </head> 1 mark 

CSS All 4 correct styles selected 1 mark 
 font-family:Calibri 1 mark 
 , "Helvetica Neue" in speech marks 1 mark 
 , sans-serif;  1 mark 
 Correct CSS syntax with selector { } 1 mark 


