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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the fu ll mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
 
Science-Specific Marking Principles 
 

1 Examiners should consider the context and scientific use of any keywords when awarding marks. Although keywords may be presen t, marks 
should not be awarded if the keywords are used incorrectly.  

2 The examiner should not choose between contradictory statements given in the same question part, and credit should not be awarded for 
any correct statement that is contradicted within the same question part. Wrong science that is irrelevant to the question should be ignored. 

3 Although spellings do not have to be correct, spellings of syllabus terms must allow for clear and unambiguous separation fro m other 
syllabus terms with which they may be confused (e.g. ethane  / ethene, glucagon / glycogen, refraction / reflection). 

4 The error carried forward (ecf) principle should be applied, where appropriate. If an incorrect answer is subsequently used in a scientifically 
correct way, the candidate should be awarded these subsequent marking points. Further guidance will be include d in the mark scheme 
where necessary and any exceptions to this general principle will be noted. 

5 ‘List rule’ guidance 
 

For questions that require n responses (e.g. State two reasons …): 
 

• The response should be read as continuous prose, even when numbered answer spaces are provided.  

• Any response marked ignore in the mark scheme should not count towards n. 
• Incorrect responses should not be awarded credit but will still count towards n. 

• Read the entire response to check for any responses that contradict those that would otherwise be credited. Credit should not be 
awarded for any responses that are contradicted within the rest of the response. Where two responses contradict one another, this 
should be treated as a single incorrect response. 

• Non-contradictory responses after the first n responses may be ignored even if they include incorrect science. 
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6 Calculation specific guidance 
 

Correct answers to calculations should be given full credit even if there is no working or incorrect working, unless the question states ‘show 
your working’.  

 
For questions in which the number of significant figures required is not stated, credit should be awarded for correct answers  when rounded 
by the examiner to the number of significant figures given in the mark scheme. This may not apply to measured values.   

 

For answers given in standard form (e.g. a  10n) in which the convention of restricting the value of the coefficient (a) to a value between 1 
and 10 is not followed, credit may still be awarded if the answer can be converted to the answer given in the mark scheme.  

 
Unless a separate mark is given for a unit, a missing or incorrect unit will normally mean that the final calculation mark is  not awarded. 
Exceptions to this general principle will be noted in the mark scheme. 

7 Guidance for chemical equations 
 

Multiples / fractions of coefficients used in chemical equations are acceptable unless stated otherwise in the mark scheme.  
 

State symbols given in an equation should be ignored unless asked for in the question or stated otherwise in the mark scheme.  
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Question Answer Marks 

1(a) 
 

 
 controls cell activities 

nucleus   

  site of photosynthesis  

 

vacuole   

  supports the cell 

 
;; 

one mark for each correct line 

2 

1(b)(i) testes ; 1 

1(b)(ii) magnification = image length ÷ actual length ( in any form) / actual = 9 ÷ 2000 ; 
= 0.0045 (mm) ; 

2 

1(c)(i) oviduct ; 1 

1(c)(ii) zygote ; 
embryo ; 
uterus ; 

3 
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Question Answer Marks 

2(a) 
 

number of protons number of electrons number of neutrons 

3 3 4 

;; 
3 correct = [2] 
1–2 correct = [1] 

2 

2(b) loss of one electron (from its outer shell) ; 1 

2(c)(i) 4Li + O2 → 2Li2O ; 1 

2(c)(ii) oxidation circled ; 1 

2(c)(iii) idea that heat is transferred from reactants / temperature (of reaction mixture) increases ; 1 

2(d) second box ticked (It is a mixture.) ; 1 

2(e) too reactive / melting point too low / too soft ; 1 

2(f) (aluminium is a) finite resource / will run out / non-renewable ; 1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

3(a) (nuclear) fission ; 1 

3(b)(i) 
 ; 

1 

3(b)(ii) protects the circuit ; 1 

3(b)(iii) damaged insulation OR 
bare wires ; 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

3(c)(i) R = V  I in any form ; 

240  13 = 18 OR 18.5 ; 

 / ohms ; 

3 

3(c)(ii) lamp and kettle need / take, (very) different currents ; 
in series would have the same current / cannot have different currents ; 

2 

   

Question Answer Marks 

4(a)(i) white blood cells ; 1 

4(a)(ii) pulmonary artery ; 1 

4(a)(iii) gland ; 
target ; 

2 

4(b)(i) trachea ;  1 

4(b)(ii) diaphragm labelled ; 1 

4(c)(i) diffusion ; 
through stomata ; 

2 

4(c)(ii) decreases ; 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

5(a) (grey shading) nitrogen  
(dots shading) oxygen  
(white shading) noble gases / named noble gas  
(white shading) water vapour  
(white shading) carbon dioxide  

;;; 
5 correct = [3] 
3–4 correct = [2] 
1–2 correct = [1] 

3 

5(b) carbon monoxide: 
headaches / tiredness / confusion / toxic ; 
 
oxides of nitrogen:  
acid rain / damages buildings ; 

2 

5(c)(i) calcium carbonate → calcium oxide + carbon dioxide ; 1 

5(c)(ii) 1–4 ; 1 

5(d) shared pair of electrons ; 
3 lone pairs in Cl and no other electrons in H ; 

2 

   

Question Answer Marks 

6(a)(i) Q ; 1 

6(a)(ii) weight ; 1 

6(a)(iii) moving at constant speed (so forces must be balanced  / equal and opposite / zero resultant force) ; 1 

6(b) 50 (N) and along fishing line ;  1 

6(c)(i) speed increasing with time / accelerating ; 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

6(c)(ii) stops (suddenly) ; 1 

6(d)(i) effect on the ice: melts ; 
effect on the temperature of the fish: decreases / goes down ; 

2 

6(d)(ii)  = m / V in any form ; 
mass of ice = 6900 – 2300 / 4600 (g) ; 

 (= 4600  5000) = 0.92 (g / cm3) ; 

3 

   

Question Answer Marks 

7(a)(i) feeding ;  1 

7(a)(ii) water ; 
glucose + oxygen ; 

2 

7(a)(iii) 
 

less carbon is available for animals   

the rate of food production in plants decreases  

the carbon dioxide concentration in the atmosphere increases ✓ ; 

more carbon is available for plants  
 

1 

7(b)(i) food web ; 1 

7(b)(ii) carnivore: (African wild) dog / lion ; 
tertiary consumer: lion ; 

2 

7(b)(iii) arrow drawn from gazelle pointing towards lion ; 1 

7(c) oxygen / water / moisture ; 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

8(a) unsaturated:  
contains a double (C=C) covalent bond ; 
hydrocarbon:  
contains carbon AND hydrogen only ; 

2 

8(b) arrangement: 
far apart / not touching / random ; 
 
motion: 
move quickly ; 

2 

8(c) solid AND  

−190 °C is less than melting point / melting point is higher than −190 °C ;  

1 

8(d) combustion ; 1 

8(e) addition ; 
units / molecules ; 

2 

   

Question Answer Marks 

9(a)(i) electromagnetic ; 
higher ; 
in this order ; 

2 

9(a)(ii) idea that both need a (material) medium to transfer energy ; 1 

9(b)(i) conversion 120 days to (120  24) / 2880 hours ; 

average speed = total distance  total time in any form OR 6.9  1010  2880 ; 
2.4  107 (km / h) ; 

3 

9(b)(ii) kinetic ; 1 

 


