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Answers will be marked according to the following general criteria: 
 

18-20 Detailed, well-written, well-organised answer, paying close attention to author’s use of 
language. Shows appreciation of structure and near-total comprehension of passage; 
has no significant omissions and conveys a sensitive personal response.  

  
15-17 Detailed answer, paying close attention to author’s use of language. Understands or 

convincingly interprets all essentials of passage; few omissions. Conveys clear 
personal response but may be a bit cut-and-dried.  

  
12-14 Competent answer with some attention to language. May be some misunderstandings 

and significant omissions, but conveys some personal appreciation.  
  
9-11 Attempts to respond and does pay attention to some details of language, but there are 

significant misunderstandings and substantial omissions. May distort passage by 
trying to apply some rigid preconception, or note use of literary devices without 
explaining their effect. Answer probably rather short.  

  
6-8 Tries, but has not really grasped what passage is about. Offers a few ideas, some of 

them irrelevant or plainly wrong. A few glimmers are perceptible. Short, scrappy. 
  
4-5 Short, scrappy, confused; little response to passage, but candidate has at least read it 

and tried to respond. 
  
2-3 Scrawls a few lines; has attempted to read passage, but clearly doesn’t understand it. 
  
0-1 Nothing to reward.  
 

This year we are changing the format so that candidates are invited to consider 'set' questions.  It 
is hoped that this will help candidates, especially the weaker ones, focus on some more fruitful 
approaches to the passage.  Candidates are not obliged to answer the set questions and must not 
be penalised for not doing so; however, it is likely that the vast majority will do.  Those who do not 
are, unless very competent and confident, likely to shoot themselves in the foot by failing to 
address central aspects of the text, which is what the questions are designed to focus on. 
 

There is no intention to assign a set number of marks to each set question: the response must be 
considered holistically.  Candidates are allowed, but not obliged to go beyond the set questions, 
and those who do so are likely to be the better ones, but this should not be assumed, and it will be 
perfectly possible to gain a mark in the 18-20 band without 'going beyond'. 
 

(a) Bastián and Gaudelia have come on the recommendation of 'Cucho' to buy land in order to 
start a banana plantation.  They have a letter of recommendation from Cucho to the boss or 
owner (presumably) of a place 'Semírames'.  This is 'fact' that can be deduced from a 
tolerably careful reading of the passage; its presence should not be highly rewarded, but its 
absence will probably indicate careless (mis)reading.  Candidates may go on to deduce that 
Bastián and Gaudelia, while obviously of quite humble origin, are ambitious and anxious to 
better themselves by setting up this new enterprise. 

 

 Bastián and Gaudelia feel rather lost in this new environment: the unfamiliar light effects 
confuse them (or at least, Bastián) and they can't see any of the plantations they were told to 
expect.  But they know what they want and are quite capable of asking for and following 
directions. Bastián notices the unfamiliar forest plants and also the brilliant birds along the 
path, and seem to be mildly interested in them (since he points them out to Gaudelia) but 
neither expresses any great aesthetic or biological enthusiasm.  They are far more 
impressed by the banana plantations when they actually reach them: the contrast between 
this vivid green, live yet regimented world and the native forest is stunning.  As yet, however, 
they make no value judgements – they are still cautious and haven't yet had time to adjust to 
the changes they have experienced. 
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 The author seems to want us to feel enough sympathy for Bastián and Gaudelia to take an 
interest in their fortunes, but not much more than that: the tone of the passage is not strongly 
emotional.  The fact that Bastián is frequently referred to as 'Bastiancito', however, seems to 
invite the reader's sympathy.  Their simple faith in Cucho and their willingness to seek their 
fortunes in an unfamiliar environment are also positive traits.  Average-to-good candidates 
will probably note that the author differentiates between the two of them.  They are obviously 
man and wife, but it can be deduced that Gaudelia is subservient to Bastián (always atrás), 
though not browbeaten by him: this is a joint enterprise.  Bastián has more knowledge of the 
world, more get up and go (he recognises the cardinal birds), but he does not boast about 
this, rather he shares his knowledge with Gaudelia.  The mere fact that the whole passage is 
written from Bastián and Gaudelia's point of view forces the reader to identify with them. 

 
(b) The first set question aims to focus the candidates' attention to one of the most striking 

aspects of the passage.  Bastián and Gaudelia arrive just before dawn, which is represented 
as a 'soaking' darkness (the synaesthesia dew / darkness is made quite explicit) passing into 
soft shades of lila, azul, rosa, oro – good candidates should notice that this procession of 
colours is not random, it takes us from near-darkness to bright sunlight. Bastián and 
Gaudelia then pass through the steam from the train, which obscures everything (implies 
synaesthesia again: whiteness / wetness), but clears to the strongly contrasting world of the 
forest, where the colour is provided mainly by the birds.  Finally there is another vivid 
contrast between the neutral background of the forest itself and the green(s) of the 
plantation.  In describing the latter, the author simply lets himself go, and hopefully even 
weak candidates will be able to respond to this. 

 
 Pleasant or unpleasant?  This specifically invites a 'justified personal response' from the 

candidate; I don't think the author nudges us very hard in either direction.  There is nothing 
specifically disagreeable about the description, and nature-loving candidates will probably 
react favourably to the description of the forest, but there is the odd menacing detail 
(manchas de tigre, una gran mancha roja).  The splendour of the colour in the plantations is 
also likely to appeal to many, thought intensely regimented aspect of the plants may repel.  
Some candidates may note that Bastián and Gaudelia, if not given a hostile reception, are 
not welcomed either: it is not a place where newcomers will instantly feel at home, and it is a 
place of work rather than leisure.  As usual, any comments will be accepted which are 
backed by detail from the text. 

 
 Candidates who accept the invitation to add other comments will of course be judged on their 

merits, with a completely open mind.  Such comments may of course be added either at the 
end, or at any suitable point.  As usual, again, reactions that differ radically from those 
anticipated above, or from the examiner's personal views, will be accepted so long as they 
are backed by reasonable reference and argument. 
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