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Answers will be marked according to the following general criteria: 
 

Band Mark  

1 18–20 Detailed, well-written, well-organised answer, paying close attention to author's 
use of language. Shows appreciation of structure and complete comprehension 
of passage; has no significant omissions and conveys a sensitive personal 
response. 

2 15–17 Detailed answer, paying close attention to author's use of language. 
Understands or convincingly interprets all essentials of passage; few 
omissions. 
Conveys clear personal response but may be a bit cut-and-dried. 

3 12–14 Competent answer with some attention to language. May be some 
misunderstandings and significant omissions, but conveys some personal 
appreciation. 

4 9–11 Attempts to respond and does pay attention to some details of language, but 
there are significant misunderstandings and substantial omissions. May 
misrepresent author's intentions trying to apply some rigid preconception, or 
note use of literary devices without explaining their effect. Answer probably 
rather short. 

5 6–8 Tries, but has not really grasped what passage is about. Offers a few ideas, 
some of them irrelevant or plainly wrong. A few glimmers are perceptible. 
Short, scrappy. 

6 4–5 Short, scrappy answer; confused; little response to passage, but candidate has 
at least read it and tried to respond. 

7 2–3 Scrawls a few lines; has attempted to read passage, but clearly doesn't 
understand it. 

8 0–1 Nothing to reward. 

 
 
The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to 
answer them, but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the 
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations 
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the response 
should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions will penalise 
themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage. 
  



Page 3 Mark Scheme Syllabus Paper 

 IGCSE – May/June 2014 0488 31 
 

© Cambridge International Examinations 2014 

Extract by Joséfina R. Aldecoa (Mujeres de Negro) 
 

Lea atentamente el siguiente pasaje extraído de la novela 'Mujeres de Negro', de la escritora 
española Josefina R. Aldecoa (1994). Luego conteste la pregunta. 
 
The extract in question is set in the first part of the 20th century and it is hoped the candidates will be 
in a position to understand the language of the passage almost in its entirety, therefore being able to 
gain a general understanding of the extract and convey an appropriate response to the quality of the 
writing. The questions are designed to help them do so.  
 
¿Hasta qué punto y cómo ha logrado la autora inspirale a usted, a través de la narradora, un 
sentimiento de admiración hacia Doña Gabriela, en este fragmento?  En particular, debe 
considerar, en detalle, los siguientes aspectos: 
  
El significado del incidente con las mujeres campesinas. 
 
This question should be answered referring to the first paragraph in the extract. The best answers will 
explain the context in which the incident took place, then, what the incident was about and, finally, its 
significance.  
 
The context: the peasant women were extremely grateful to Doña Gabriela for the work she was 
doing for their children, teaching them to read and write. They were very humble and timid people 
(cabezas inclinadas/ sentadas en el suelo/ arrebujadas en sus vestidos/ apoyadas en la pared/ 
queriendo pasar desapercibidas/ brazos cruzados/ manos ocultas/cuerpos temerosos, encogidos/ 
etc. are some of the indicators of this timidity) and would have not dared to approach the teacher - 
their landlord's wife – and talk directly to her, even if it was to say thank you. Thus, they used to 
gather at the entrance of the hacienda-house just to show their presence and, silently, convey their 
gratitude or, as the narrator puts it, their 'reconocimiento silencioso'. 
 
The incident: Fulgencio, the hacienda's foreman, happened to come by the hacienda-house one 
morning, and seeing the women there waiting to catch a glance of the teacher, ordered them to go 
away, in an unpleasant and aggressive manner ('gritó una orden escueta, acompañada de un gesto 
enérgico').  
Unfortunately for him, Doña Gabriela, the teacher, caught him in the act and immediately asked him 
why he had done that. She had also managed to perceive the 'gesto iracundo', and 'rabia' that 
accompanied Fulgencio's actions.  
 
The significance: Evidently for Doña Gabriela there was something wrong in what she had just 
witnessed. She did not consider that Fulgencio had treated the peasant women fairly, even after 
Fulgencio produced a rationalisation of his acts (to prevent the peasants from taking liberties with the 
'patrona'). It is interesting to notice that such a concern was not in the minds of the actual hacienda 
owners, but that it was Fulgencio, another peasant, who was trying to prevent his fellow peasants 
from coming close to the owners. She was so dissatisfied with Fulgencio's attitude and actions 
towards the women that not only did she challenge the foreman on the spot but, later on, took the 
matter to her husband. They appear to have argued about the incident as it is presumed her husband 
would have considered the matter to be within Fulgencio's domain. Doña Gabriela not only showed 
she had a completely different attitude towards people, showing them respect and consideration, but 
also that she was prepared to intervene to make things better. She went to talk to her husband and 
interfered about something that, traditionally, would have been considered none of her business, 
because she was a woman and because those matters were the hacienda's affairs.  
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Las acciones y la actitud de Fulgencio, el capataz, hacia los trabajadores de la hacienda. 
 
This second question develops from the previous one. The clashes between Doña Gabriela and 
Fulgencio continued until a very serious discovery took place. The children from the hacienda told 
their teacher that their parents were constantly indebted to the hacienda's shop that sold goods to the 
peasant families.  
 
Although this was part of the way the hacienda operated and the landowner had given his consent, he 
was not really up to date with the functioning of the shop which was totally under Fulgencio's control. 
The fact was that the peasants were caught in a vicious circle of debts with the hacienda, having their 
wages reduced or not paid at all with the pretext of paying their always (artificially) growing bills. ('Las 
cuentas se engrosaban dia a dia por encima de las compras reales'). When Octavio, persuaded by 
his wife, decided to investigate the matter, he discovered that the accusations were founded. 
Fulgencio had been taking advantage of the peasant families who had been subjected to a near-
slavery situation. Certainly this demonstrates how Fulgencio viewed his fellow peasants. He himself 
was a peasant and was the son of the previous foreman of the hacienda who, according to Remedios, 
had been a totally honest man. However, Fulgencio used his position to advance himself – by robbing 
them – and took advantage of the poor families on account of their illiteracy and inability to come 
forward to protest. It is also important to emphasize that Doña Gabriela had assumed the role of 
teacher in the hacienda and was teaching the children precisely to overcome illiteracy. She was also 
open and flexible to listening to the children and believing their stories. All this shows not only her 
remarkable personality but also the fact that she was ahead of her time and was the motivational 
force behind her husband. 
 
 
La reacción de Octavio a las demandas de su mujer. 
 
It took a brave, open-minded and liberated woman such as Doña Gabriela to pinpoint the first signs of 
wrong-doings but it is unquestionable that Octavio responded positively to her concerns. Initially it 
may have proved more difficult on account of Octavio being used to delegating and putting all his trust 
on his subordinates but, gradually, Octavio listened more and more to the complaints/concerns of his 
wife and, eventually, backed her up fully by investigating the shop accounts, confirming the 
irregularities and finally sacking the foreman. It is important to mention that the story takes place at a 
time when most haciendas were traditionally run, and peasant families, in many places, found 
themselves irremediably caught in near-slavery situations and exploitation of the kind revealed in this 
account. 
 
 
Usted puede añadir cualquier otro comentario que le parezca pertinente. 
 
It is rare for candidates to follow up this suggestion and they should not be penalised if they do not. 
However, any interesting comments should of course be taken into account.  
 
Candidates may find some of Fulgencio's attitudes and actions defensible or may consider that 
Octavio was also responsible for not giving sufficient attention to the hacienda's affairs, etc. 
Candidates may elaborate within these lines or follow alternative interpretations. The only requirement 
here is to be consistent and avoid flagrant contradictions or uncommitted/unexplained statements. 
Ideas should be clearly stated, well-argued and convincing to be given the marks. 


