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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
 the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
 the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
 marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

 marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
 marks are not deducted for errors 
 marks are not deducted for omissions 
 answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Answers will be marked according to the following general criteria. 

 

Band 8 
20 
19 
18 

Answers in this band have all the qualities of Band 7 work, with further insight, 
sensitivity, individuality or flair. They show complete and sustained engagement 
with both text and task. 

Band 7 
17 
16 
15 

A detailed, relevant and possibly perceptive personal response that engages 
both with text and task 
 shows a clear and at times critical understanding of the text and its deeper 

meanings 
 responds in detail to the way the writer achieves her/his effects (sustaining 

a fully appropriate voice in an empathic task) 
 integrates carefully selected and relevant reference to the text 

Band 6 
14 
13 
12 

A developed and relevant personal response that engages both with text and 
task 
 shows understanding of the text and some of its deeper implications 
 responds adequately to the way the writer achieves her/his/their effects 

(using suitable features of expression in an empathic task) 
 shows some thoroughness in selecting relevant references to the text 

Band 5 
11 
10 
9 

Begins to develop a relevant personal response that engages both with text 
and task 
 shows some understanding of meaning 
 makes a little reference to the language of the text (beginning to assume a 

voice in an empathic task) 
 uses some supporting textual detail 

Band 4 
8 
7 
6 

Attempts to communicate a basic personal response 
 makes some relevant comments 
 shows a basic understanding of surface meaning of the text (of character 

in an empathic task) 
 makes a little supporting reference to the text 

Band 3 
5 
4 
3 

Some evidence of a simple personal response 
 makes a few straightforward comments 
 shows a few signs of understanding the surface meaning of the text (of 

character in an empathic task) 
 makes a little reference to the text 

Band 2 2 
1 

Limited attempt to respond 
 shows some limited understanding of simple/literal meaning 

Band 1 0 No answer / insufficient answer to meet the criteria for Band 2 
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Annotations 
 

Tick Appropriate statement / interpretation 

Cross Error / Misinterpretation 

BOD Benefit of the Doubt 

Highlight Red (to indicate quotes on the left-hand margin) Blue (to highlight, 
inside the text, significant points in the response) 

On-Page Comment  Use this if you want to type in an annotation in a certain place on the 
script. 

Off-Page Comment Use this if you want to make a comment off the script – a note to 
yourself or to the PE (rare) 

^               Omission (to indicate when an expected comment or point is missing). 
Also, if a key word in a sentence has been omitted rendering the 
statement confusing or incomplete 

REP     Repetition 

?               Unclear / Confusing / Lacking sense 

NAR     Narrative (to indicate sections that are unnecessary or paraphrasing, 
or a simple transference of text or use of quote without due comment 
or explanation) 

DEV     Development / Going beyond the immediate text / Reading between 
the lines / Critical understanding of deeper meanings 

IR              Irrelevant. Comments that are not directly associated to the text / 
Comments that may be connected or derived from the text but end up 
becoming the main point of focus, forgetting the content of the extract 
or the relevant question 

Vertical wavy line  Extendable vertical wavy line (for margin use). Can be used in 
different colours to indicate different things. Usually used to mark long 
and repetitive introductions that fail to add significant ideas 

EVAL     Evaluation / Assessing implications of punctual and/or more general 
points of the material 
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Using annotations 
 
Remember that this is a literature not a language assessment: do not correct or comment on 
individual spelling and grammatical errors. (But you might comment if relevant at the end of the script 
– e.g. ‘Frequent errors obscure meaning.’) These may be factual comments or comments on key 
features of the answer related to the mark scheme e.g. well-developed/undeveloped, clear/unclear, 
insufficient/reference to text; needs to explain point; good ref to dramatic qualities; needs to expand; 
evidence?; detail; not answering question. 
 
Be careful to distinguish between an unusual opinion and a factual error. 
 
At the bottom of the script put a brief summary comment based on the mark scheme 
e.g. Competent answer with some evidence of personal appreciation; a couple of significant 
omissions. 
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Question Answer Marks 

Indicative Content 
 
The detailed questions are intended to help the candidate respond. Candidates are required to 
answer them but need not do so in a rigid sequence; some of the answers may be implicit in the 
essay, although it is expected that candidates will be able to spell out their views and interpretations 
with sufficient clarity. There is no prescribed application of marks to each question and the response 
should be marked holistically. Candidates who do not answer the prescribed questions will penalise 
themselves automatically, as the questions are central to the passage. 

1 Lea atentamente el siguiente extracto del cuento La Perla Rosa, escrito 
por la autora española Emilia Pardo Bazán entre 1871 y 1900. Luego, 
conteste la pregunta: 
 
¿Hasta qué punto ha logrado la autora impactarlo/la a usted como 
lector/a con lo que acontece en este relato? ¿Cómo lo consigue? En 
particular, debe considerar, en detalle, los siguientes aspectos: 
 
 Lo que sugiere la historia acerca de la relación entre el protagonista 

y su mujer 
 
From the initial information we learn that the main protagonist is a man who is 
devoted to his wife and goes to extremes to try to satisfy her whims. However, 
many hints during the story reveal that their relationship is not on an equal 
footing, as his wife does not reciprocate his affection. The following phrases 
are telling: 

- ‘regalo tenemos’ 
- ‘En la efusión de su agradecimiento me sobó la cara y hasta me 

besó’ 
- ¡Puede que en aquel instante me quisiese un poco! 
- ‘cada visita que hacía a nuestra modesta casa…y hacía bastantes 

desde algún tiempo acá’ 
 
From the above quotes it transpires that the relationship between the 
protagonist and his wife Lucila is not reciprocal. He is very much in love with 
his wife, constantly bringing her presents in his efforts to please her and she 
can easily guess from his attitude when this is the case. At no time in the story 
do we learn of any reciprocal affection of Lucila towards her husband. 
 
More revealing, indeed, is the sentence ‘En la efusión de su agradecimiento 
me sobó la cara y hasta me besó’. The word ‘hasta’ tells us that kissing him is 
not something that she does often. 
 
The protagonist even confesses that ‘¡Puede que en aquel instante me 
quisiese un poco!’ By his own admission he is telling us about his wife’s lack 
of feelings towards him and that she does not really love him. Candidates may 
comment on Gonzaga’s frequent visits to their house. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1  El papel que Gonzaga Llorente juega en la historia y lo que esto 
revela acerca de su carácter 
 

The main points to consider are based on the following quotes: 
 ‘antiguo condiscípulo y mejor amigo Gonzaga Llorente’ 
 ‘el elegante Gonzaga, tan al corriente de la moda, tan lanzado al mundo, 

tan bien relacionado’ 
 ‘Gonzaga, con su simpática franqueza, abrió la cartera y me entregó 

varios billetes’ 
 ‘no debí aceptar el préstamo’ 
 ‘volví con afán a mis quehaceres, pues deseaba saldar cuanto antes el 

pico’ 
 ‘llamaba a la puerta de Gonzaga’ 
 ‘esperaba que Gonzaga, con su influencia y sus altas relaciones, me 

ayudaría’ 
 ‘ya había visto brillar sobre el ribete de paño azul’ 
 ‘¡la perla, la perla rosa!’ 
 
The above tell us about the high regard in which the protagonist holds 
Gonzaga. He considers him his best friend. He perceives him as elegant, 
fashionable, influential, well-connected and generous - Gonzaga even lends 
him some money to pay for the pearls. Obviously, Gonzaga has a much 
higher social and economic status than the protagonist. All of these are 
features that the protagonist himself does not possess, but which make him 
even more grateful to Gonzaga for offering him his friendship. The protagonist 
even hopes that his good friend, due to his influence and social connections, 
will be in a position to help him recover the lost earring. However, while in 
Gonzaga’s house, waiting for him to get up, the protagonist finds the earring. 
He opens his eyes, and he begins to see things more clearly: Gonzaga has 
not been a real friend to him. On the contrary, he took advantage of their 
friendship to start a relationship with Lucila, who herself, as revealed in the 
previous section, has little affection, if any, for her devoted husband. 
 
 Lo que usted opina acerca de la reacción del protagonista hacia su 

mujer después de encontrar la perla perdida 
 
What is interesting is that the story tells us about the protagonist’s reaction to 
his wife, but nothing is said about his reaction to Gonzaga and whether or not 
he confronted him. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 The protagonist’s reaction towards his wife is very revealing. It is obvious that 
he was upset that his wife had been having an affair with his ‘best’ friend. It 
must have been hurtful to realise that his wife had taken advantage of him. He 
must have felt really foolish, in retrospect, after considering the lengths he 
went to in order to satisfy her whims. He may regret the way he behaved 
towards her, going out of his way to buy her jewels. As already mentioned, 
deep down, he sensed she did not love him, but this may have been evident 
to him only in retrospect, as the story has him recounting his experience to a 
friend. After discovering the earring at Gonzaga’s house he becomes angry 
and goes home to confront his wife. 
 
Some candidates may be inclined to offer alternative interpretations to the 
ending of the story. For example, they may consider that he ought to have 
reacted much more decisively towards Gonzaga. Some candidates may 
comment that the protagonist directs his fury exclusively towards his wife but 
not to his friend and this could be the result of male chauvinism – the belief 
that it is acceptable for men to break the rules, but women should be 
punished. He may have 'excused' his friend. 
 
Candidates may refer to the significance of the protagonist asking Lucila to 
put the earrings back on: does this have a symbolic meaning such as 
dispossessing Lucila of something he felt she did not deserve? Notice he is 
destroying something of significant monetary value, something that he bought 
with great sacrifice. Even at this point he is not thinking 'materialistically'. 
Money is not on his mind. 
 
Usted puede añadir cualquier otro comentario que le parezca pertinente. 
 
It is rare for candidates to follow up this suggestion and they should not be 
penalised if they do not. However, any interesting comments should of course 
be taken into account in the overall mark – provided these do not distort or 
contradict the main story line and candidates do not end up either 
contradicting themselves or not adopting a clear line of interpretation. If 
additional and reasonable ideas are offered, generous reward should be 
considered, although this section alone should not be substitute for the 
required response to the preceding ones. 

 

 


