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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 

is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 

features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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1 General Marking Notes 

1.1 Annotations in RM Assessor 

Annotation Meaning 

 
Stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the 
page. 

 
Use for Q3, or Q4, or Q5: Credit for good content point 

 
Omission (e.g., word missing from the sentence) 

 
Spelling / grammar mistake 

 
Error of Tense 

 
Repetition (of language or content) 

 
Benefit of the Doubt. Response not covered by the mark scheme, but the 
examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given. 

 
No benefit of the doubt. Response is not covered by the mark scheme and the 
examiner’s judgement is that credit should NOT be given. 

 
Indecipherable / Incomprehensible 

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and 
comments on, so please ensure that any annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by 
the mark scheme. 
 
Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum. 
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2 General Marking Instructions  
 
If a candidate has written down the wrong question number, e.g. they have clearly answered 
Question 2, but have written Question 1 on the script, place a ‘?’ next to the question number. 
You must enter your annotations and your mark against the question number that the candidate 
actually answered. 

Section A: 
Questions 1 
and 2 

Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section A. Check the 
script to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the 
correct row in the mark input box (e.g., if the candidate has answered Question 2, 
begin by selecting Q2b1) 
 
Content marks (1b1,1b2,1b3,1b4 or 2b1, 2b2, 2b3, 2b4) 
Annotate the script to show where candidate has covered each bullet point.  
Enter a mark out of 3 in the mark input box for each bullet point.  
 
Language marks (1L or 2L) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 18 in the mark input box. 

Section B: 
Questions 
3,4 and 5 

Candidates are instructed to answer one question from Section B. Check the 
script to see which question the candidate has answered and then select the 
correct row in the mark input box (e.g. if the candidate has answered Question 4, 
begin by selecting Q4Content) 
 
Content (3Content or 4Content or 5Content) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 
 
Style and Organisation (3S&O or 4S&O or 5S&O) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 
 
Accuracy (3Accuracy or 4Accuracy or 5Accuracy) 
Annotate the script as necessary. Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. 

NR (No response) 
 
After you have entered your marks for all the questions that the candidate has answered, CLICK 
ON COMPLETE so that ‘NR’ can be populated automatically for the questions that the candidate 
has not answered.  
 
If the COMPLETE button is not available, please input NR by hand for all the questions the 
candidate has not answered. (Pushing the # button puts in NR.) 

Rubric infringements 
 
Sometimes a candidate will misread the rubric and will answer more than one question in each 
section. 
 
Please mark all of the responses on each script. RM Assessor will automatically calculate the best 
mark that the candidate can achieve, within the acceptable rubric rules. 

Crossing out 
 
If a candidate crosses out an attempt, award marks for the final attempt. 
 
If a candidate crosses out an answer but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work. 
(Please note that a ‘second attempt’ could be a single word.) 
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Section A 
 
A1 Combination of Words 
 
 Marking principles: 
 

• grammatically correct combination 2 marks 

• grammatically incorrect combination 
• spelling error 

0 marks 

 

Question Answer Marks 

1 অতীত    2 

2 েদবিষর্         2 

3 িদগ�    2 

4 উ�য়ন     2 

5 িনে�জ               2 
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A2 Idioms, Proverbs and Words in Pairs 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. ((e.g., for Q6, if a candidate responds (6) নাচেত না জানেল উেঠান বাঁকা = 0 
marks).  

 

• correct number, phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be 
correct) 

2 marks 

• incorrect number or incorrect phrase 0 marks 
 

Question Answer Marks 

6 (2) সাত-পাঁচ         2 

7 (9) হাড় হাভােত 2 

8 (6) নাচেত না জানেল উেঠান বাঁকা 2 

9 (4) পাকা ধােন মই 2 

10 (8) মশা মারেত কামান দাগা 2 
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A3 Sentence Transformation 
 
Marking principles: 

• grammatically correct / appropriate sentence including the key word/s 
• full meaning of the sentence is conveyed  
• tolerate a single spelling error 

2 marks 

• only the essence of the meaning is conveyed 
• tolerate omission of punctuation mark 
• tolerate 2 spelling errors 
• tolerate omission of / error in key word 

1 mark 

• meaning of the sentence is not conveyed / is changed 
• more than 2 spelling errors 

0 marks 

 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above.   
 

Question Answer Marks 

11 েতামার পির�ম বয্থর্ হেব না ।  or similar  
(key words: েতামার, না) + a negative structure   

2 

12 গুরুজনেক েক না ��া কের?  or similar 
(key words: কের? + an interrogative structure. 

2 

13 অধয্াবসায় থাকেলই তুিম জীবেন সফল হেব। / অধয্াবসােয়র অভােব তুিম জীবেন বয্থর্/অসফল 

হেব। or similar 
(key words: অধয্বসায়,  হেব) + an affirmative/ future verb form 

2 

14 েছেলিট অলস িক�/তেব েলখাপড়ায় েস সবার েসরা/ওপের। or similar  
(key words: অলস, েসরা) + complex structure   

2 

15 বাবা আমােক বলেলন, “�ুেলর কাজ আেগ/�থেম েশষ কের েখলাধুলা কেরা।’’ or similar 
(key words: �ুেলর কাজ, েখলাধুলা, কেরা/করেব + a polite form of reported speech.   

2 
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A4 Cloze Passage 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a number or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. (e.g.,) for Q16, if a candidate responds (3) আধুিনক = 0 marks). 
 

• Correct number/phrase, or number and phrase (if both are written, both must be 
credited) 

2 marks 

• Incorrect number / incorrect phrase 0 marks 

 
 

Question Answer Marks 

16 (6) সৃি�কতর্ােক        2 

17 (3) �কাশ    2 

18 (14) অনুধাবন     2 

19 (7) উৎপি�   2 

20 (1) মমর্�শর্ী  2 

21 (2) মূলয্বান 2 

22 (8) গেবষণা 2 

23 (10) পিরেবশন    2 

24 (13) সংরক্ষণ 2 

25 (4) �হণ       2 
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Section B 
 
B5 MCQ Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates may respond with either a letter or a phrase (or both). Tolerate spelling errors. If 
candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. (e.g. for Q26, if a candidate responds (D) but incorrect statement এটা হে� 

েলখেনর শি�। = 0 marks). 

• Correct or number (if both are written, both must be correct) 2 marks 

• Incorrect  or  in the wrong place 0 marks 
 
 

Question Answer Marks 

26 (D)  2 

27 (B)  2 

28 (B)  2 

29 (C)  2 

30 (D)  2 

31 (B)  2 

32 (A)  2 
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Section C 
 
C6 OE Comprehension 
 
Marking principles: 
 
Candidates must write in their own words, i.e. not ‘lift’ (copy word-for-word) material from the text. 
There is a maximum of 6 marks available for each question. A maximum of 4 marks are awarded for 
Content, according to the examples in the mark scheme below. A maximum of 2 marks are awarded 
for Language according to the banded marking principles below. 
 

• clear, appropriate language and vocabulary 
• in the candidate’s own words (no lifting) 
• tolerate minor spelling errors 

2 language marks 

• partially successful communication of the answer 
• spelling errors and 
• occasional lifting 

1 language mark 

• inappropriate use of language 
• limited/inappropriate vocabulary 
• meaning is confused/ambiguous/obscure 
• basic errors which impede communication 
• heavy reliance on lifting 

0 language marks 

 
 
Content marks are to be awarded as follows:  
 

Question Answer Marks 

33 েলখেকর কেলজিট স�েকর্ কী বলা হেয়েছ? চারিট িবষয় েলেখা। (Any four from the 
following or similar wording) 

 

 • কেলজিট বাংলােদেশর দিক্ষেণ  1 

 • সমুে�র ধাের / বে�াপসাগেরর কােছ  1 

 • (কেলজিট) সমু� েথেক িবশ িকেলািমটার দূের   1 

 • এর আেশপােশ কেয়কিট �ীপ আেছ  1 

 • (কেলেজ) ছাে�র েচেয় ছা�ীর সংখয্া েবিশ 1 
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Question Answer Marks 

34 এলাকার েছেলরা কী কের? চারিট িবষয় েলেখা।       

 • েছেলেবলায় ছা�রা �ানীয় �ুেল েলখাপড়া কের  1 

 • �ুেলর বাইের বাবামােয়র শাসেন বেড়া হয় / একেঘেয় সময় কাটায়  1 

 • �ুেলর েলখাপড়া েশষ কের তারা ৈবিচ�পূণর্ জীবেনর �াদ েপেত চায় 1 

 • �ানীয় কেলেজ না পেড় বেড়া শহেরর কেলেজ / িভ�/অনয্ রকম পিরেবেশ পড়েত চায়  1 

 • অবসর সমেয় নতুন নতুন ব�ুেদর সােথ আন� কের সময় কাটায় 1 

35 অনলাইেন েলখাপড়ার েক্ষে� িশক্ষাথর্ীেদর কী কী সমসয্ার কথা েলখক উে�খ কেরেছন?  

চারিট িবষয় েলেখা। (The following four or similar wording) 

 

 • েবিশরভাগ / অেনক সময় ই�ারেনট সংেযাগ না থাকায় িশক্ষাথর্ীরা অনলাইন �াটফেমর্  

ঢুকেত পাের না   

1 

 • েমইল বয্বহাের অসমথর্ / িব� হেল িশক্ষেকর েনাট তারা পায় না  1 

 • বািড়েত �যুি�র সুেযাগসুিবধা / কি�উটার / লয্াপটপ না থাকেল অনলাইেন পাঠ েনওয়া  

স�ব না   

1 

 • �ােমর / �তয্� অ�েলর গিরব ছা�ছা�ীরা আিথর্ক কারেণ অনলাইেন েলখাপড়ার খরচ 

বহেন অসমথর্ হয়  

1 

36 েলখেকর কেলজ অধয্ক্ষ ছা�ছা�ীেদর অফলাইন ও অনলাইন পরীক্ষা প�িত স�ে� েযসব িনেদর্শ 

িদেয়েছন তার দুিট কের উদাহরণ দাও। 

 

 অফলাইন পরীক্ষা প�িত (The following two from the following or similar) 
• অনলাইেন পরীক্ষা িদেত অপারগ ছা� / ছা�ী িনজিনজ কেলেজ আেবদনপ� জমা েদেব   

• কেলেজর একজন িশক্ষক েসই ছা� / ছা�ীর বািড়র িনকটবতর্ী েকে� িগেয় পরীক্ষা েনেবন।  

2 

 অনলাইন পরীক্ষা প�িত (The following two from the following or similar wording) 
• অনলাইন পরীক্ষাথর্ীরা িনেজেদর েমইেল / কেলজ ওেয়বসাইেট িনধর্ািরত িদেন / সমেয় 

��প� পােব  

• িনিদর্� িশক্ষেকর েমইেল / েহায়াট্ স-অয্ােপ পরীক্ষাথর্ীরা পাঠােব তােদর উ�রপে�র িপিডএফ 

ফাইল 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

37 েলখেকর মেত �যুি�গত পােঠর কারেণ নতুন �জ� কী কী হারাে�? চারিট িবষয় েলেখা। 

(The following four or similar wording) 

 

 • একসে� গেড় ওঠা ব�ুে�র   1 

 • ব�ুেদর সােথ েমলােমশার �ৃিতময় আেবশ 1 

 • িশক্ষা�া�েণ একসে� েঘারাঘুিরর আন� 1 

 • েবেড় ওঠার গুরু�পূণর্ সি�ক্ষেণ সমবয়সীেদর স� / পরীক্ষার হেল িগেয় পরীক্ষা েদওয়ার 

সুেযাগ  

1 

38 েলখক েশষ অনুে�েদ িনেজর বতর্মান অব�ােনর েক্ষে� িকেসর অভাবেবাধ কেরেছন? চারিট িবষয় 

েলেখা। (Any four from the following or similar wording) 

 

 • কােজ / কেলেজ যাওয়ার পেথর সবুজ মাঠ   1 

 • ছায়াঘন েমেঠা পেথ চলা  1 

 • িশক্ষা�া�েণ / কেলজ-ভবেন িশক্ষাথর্ীেদর েঘারােফরা / চলােফরা / কথাবাতর্া / আলাপ 1 

 • িশক্ষক-িশিক্ষকার মেধয্ অবসরকালীন গ� িবিনময় 1 

 • েবলােশেষ / ছুিটর ঘ�া / েবল বাজেতই বািড় / ঘের েফরার তাড়া 1 
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Vocabulary 
 
Marking principles: 
 

• appropriate synonym with correct spelling 2 marks 

• appropriate synonym 
• tolerate minor spelling errors which do not impede meaning 

1 mark 

• inappropriate synonym 
• spelling error which impedes meaning 

0 marks 

 
If candidates write more than one attempt per item, an incorrect attempt will invalidate any correct 
attempt to the same item. 
The following are examples of correct responses. Award up to 2 marks for each question, according 
to the banded marking principles above. 
 

Question Answer Marks 

39 ৈশশেব = েছেলেবলায় / েছােটােবলায় / িশশুকােল / বা�া বয়েস / বালয্কােল or similar   2 

40 িনেদর্শ = আেদশ / আজ্ঞা / হুকুম/ ফরমােয়শ or similar 2 

41 �ামীণ = �াময্ / �ােমর / গাঁেয়র / শহুের নয় or similar 2 

42 �রণীয় = �রণেযাগয্ / �ৃিতময় / �ৃিতচারণীয় / মেন রাখার মেতা or similar  2 

43 িবিনময় = বদল / পিরবতর্ / �িতদান / অদল-বদল / েদওয়া-েনওয়া / আদান-�দান or similar  2 

 


