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SOURCE A

Mir Qasim, Nawab of Bengal from 1760 to 1763, was concerned about British corruption and the loss

of tax revenue in Bengal. He set about increasing Bengal’s tax revenue by first reducing the amount of

rent-free land and then by increasing the rate of land tax. He also warned that anyone who refused to

pay would be evicted. As a result, for the first time since the Battle of Plassey in 1757, state revenue

increased remarkably and the Nawab could pay his army and officials on time.

Adapted from an article in Banglapedia about Mir Qasim

SOURCE B

A representation of the meeting between the East India Company and Shah Alam II to discuss trading

rights in the subcontinent. Painted by Benjamin West, a British-American artist, in c.1818.

Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every

reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the

publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity.

To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge

Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download

at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series.

Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge

Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge.

06_2059_01_2024_1.10© UCLES 2024

2


