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Answer any four questions. 
 
1 (a) Give an account of the visit of the Magi (RSV wise men) to Jesus when Jesus was a baby.  
    [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain the significance of the gifts that the Magi brought to Jesus.  [6] 
 
 
 (c) Discuss why some modern day readers might find Matthew’s account of the birth stories of 

Jesus difficult to believe if taken as a literal account. [8] 
 
 
2 (a) Give an account of Jesus walking on the water, including Peter’s part in it. [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain what this story teaches about  
 
 (i) the person of Jesus, and 
 
 (ii) faith.  [6] 
 
 
 (c) ‘Miracles are impossible.’ 
 
  To what extent do you agree? Show in your answer that you have considered more than one 

point of view.  [8] 
 
 
3 (a) Give an account of the Parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard.  [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain what this parable teaches about the kingdom of God (heaven).  [6] 
 
 
 (c) ‘Jesus taught in parables so people would remember his teachings.’   
 
  To what extent do you agree? Show in your answer that you have considered more than one 

point of view.  [8] 
 
 
4 (a) Give a brief account of the occasions that the disciple Judas Iscariot is mentioned in 

Matthew’s Gospel.  [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain what we can learn about Judas’ character from the Gospel of Matthew.  [6] 
 
 
 (c)  ‘Jesus selected the wrong people to be his disciples.’ 
 
  To what extent do you agree? Show in your answer that you have considered more than one 

point of view.  [8] 
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5 (a) Jesus came into conflict with the religious authorities. Give an account of  
 
 (i) one occasion when Jesus came into conflict with the Pharisees, and 
 
 (ii) one occasion when Jesus came into conflict with the Sadducees.  [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain why the religious authorities were opposed to Jesus.  [6] 
 
 
 (c) ‘Jesus could have easily avoided conflict with the religious authorities.’ 
 
  To what extent do you agree? Show in your answer that you have considered more than one 

point of view.  [8] 
 
 
6 (a) Give an account of the crucifixion and death of Jesus.  [6] 
 
 
 (b) Explain the meaning of the events that happened immediately after Jesus gave up his spirit 

(RSV yielded up his spirit). [6] 
 
 
 (c) Discuss what Matthews’s account of the crucifixion and death of Jesus might suggest about 

the possible reasons why Matthew’s Gospel was written. [8] 
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