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Section A

A1 PASSAGE 2

 MEDEA:  How much I differ from many people! For in my eyes the criminal with a gift for 
speaking deserves the worst of punishments. So confident is he in his tongue’s 
ability to dress his foul thoughts in fair words, there is nothing he dares not do. 
But he is not as clever as all that, and neither are you. Spare me your courteous 
looks and polished words now! For one word will floor you. If you were a man 
of honour, you should have won my consent to this new marriage instead of 
keeping it a secret from your own family.

 JASON:   Oh yes, you would be supporting this proposal wholeheartedly, I imagine, if I had 
told you about the marriage, when you can’t bring yourself even now to abandon 
the anger that sears your heart!

 MEDEA:   This was not your motive for saying nothing; it was marriage to a foreigner that 
you felt would detract from that great name of yours as old age drew near.

 JASON:   Be assured of this right now, no woman’s charms are the cause of this royal 
match I have made; no, as I said before now, my intention was to make you 
safe and to father princes who would be kindred to my own sons and so provide 
security for our family.

 MEDEA:   I only hope I may never enjoy a life of prosperity that brings pain or a happiness 
that would torment my heart.

 JASON:   Change your prayer and you will prove wiser, believe me. Pray that good things 
may never distress you and that you never think yourself deserted by fortune 
when she is your friend.

 MEDEA:   Continue with your insults; you have a place of refuge, but I am to turn my back 
on Corinth with none to share my fate.

 JASON:   This was of your own choosing; do not put the blame on anyone else.
 MEDEA:   And what was it I did? I took you for my husband, did I, and then betrayed you?
 JASON:  You uttered unholy curses against the royal house.
 MEDEA:  In fact I am now a curse to your house as well!

EURIPIDES, Medea 579–608 (J. Davie; Penguin)
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