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Advanced Subsidiary GCE 2976
CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 1 (Commentary)

PLATO AND SOPHOCLES Afternoon

THURSDAY 24 MAY 2007 Time: 1 hour

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer any two questions. You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Group B: Non-Historical Prose Author

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

Ο"κο%ν τιθ*µεν ,π. /Οµ0ρου ,ρξαµ5νου6 π7ντα6 το86
ποιητικο86 µιµητ:6 ε;δ=λων ,ρετ@6 εAναι καB τ*ν Cλλων
περB Dν ποιο%σιν, τ@6 δF ,ληθεGα6 ο"χ Iπτεσθαι, ,λλ� Jσπερ
νυνδK Lλ5γοµεν, N ζωγρ7φο6 σκυτοτQµον ποι0σει δοκο%ντα
εAναι, α"τQ6 τε ο"κ LπαRων περB σκυτοτοµGα6 καB τοS6 µK
LπαRουσιν, Lκ τ*ν χρωµ7των δF καB σχηµ7των θεωρο%σιν;

Π7νυ µFν οUν.
ΟVτω δ0, οAµαι, καB τ.ν ποιητικ.ν φ0σοµεν χρ=µατα Cττα

Wκ7στων τ*ν τεχν*ν τοS6 XνQµασι καB Y0µασιν LπιχρωµατG-
ζειν, α"τ.ν ο"κ LπαRοντα ,λλ� Z µιµεSσθαι, Jστε Wτ5ροι6
τοιο[τοι6 Lκ τ*ν λQγων θεωρο%σι δοκεSν, L7ντε περB σκυ-
τοτοµGα6 τι6 λ5γ\ Lν µ5τρ] καB Yυθµ^ καB _ρµονG`, π7νυ εU
δοκεSν λ5γεσθαι, L7ντε περB στρατηγGα6 L7ντε περB Cλλου
Nτουο%ν· οVτω φ[σει α"τ: τα%τα µεγ7λην τιν: κ0λησιν aχειν.
LπεB γυµνωθ5ντα γε τ*ν τ@6 µουσικ@6 χρωµ7των τ: τ*ν
ποιητ*ν, α"τ: Lφ� αbτ*ν λεγQµενα, οAµαG σε ε;δ5ναι οcα
φαGνεται.  τεθ5ασαι γ7ρ που.

dΕγωγ�, aφη.
Ο"κο%ν, fν δ� Lγ=, aοικεν τοS6 τ*ν gραGων προσ=ποι6,

καλ*ν δF µ0, οcα γGγνεται ;δεSν hταν α"τ: τ. Cνθο6 προλGπ\;
Παντ7πασιν, f δ� h6.

PLATO, Republic X. 600e–601b

(a) Briefly summarise the argument Socrates has employed to suggest that poets do not have
true knowledge of the things they speak about. [9]

(b) Lines 1–14 (Ο"κο%ν τιθ*µεν . . . περB Cλλου Nτουο%ν): show how in these lines the points made
about the poet balance the points made about the painter.You should support your discussion
with at least four examples from the text. [30]

(c) Lines 14–21 (οVτω φ[σει . . . Παντ7πασιν, f δ� h6): identify and discuss three words or
phrases which show that Socrates believes that the sayings of poets merely appear fine, and
are not really so. [15]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

Λ5γει που N νQµο6 hτι κ7λλιστον, hτι µ7λιστα jσυχGαν
Cγειν Lν ταS6 συµφοραS6 καB µK ,γανακτεSν, g6 οkτε δ0λου
lντο6 το% ,γαθο% τε καB κακο% τ*ν τοιο[των, οkτε ε;6 τ.
πρQσθεν ο"δFν προβαSνον τ^ χαλεπ*6 φ5ροντι, οkτε τι τ*ν
,νθρωπGνων Cξιον nν µεγ7λη6 σπουδ@6, h τε δεS Lν α"τοS6 hτι
τ7χιστα παραγGγνεσθαι jµSν, το[τ] Lµποδoν γιγνQµενον τ.
λυπεSσθαι.

ΤGνι, f δ� h6, λ5γει6;
Τ^ βουλε[εσθαι, fν δ� Lγ=, περB τ. γεγον.6 καB Jσπερ Lν

πτ=σει κ[βων πρ.6 τ: πεπτωκQτα τGθεσθαι τ: αbτο%
πρ7γµατα, hπ\ N λQγο6 αqρεS β5λτιστ� rν aχειν, ,λλ: µK
προσπταGσαντα6, καθ7περ παSδα6 Lχοµ5νου6 το% πληγ5ντο6
Lν τ^ βοsν διατρGβειν, ,λλ� ,εB LθGζειν τKν ψυχKν hτι τ7χιστα
γGγνεσθαι πρ.6 τ. ;sσθαG τε καB Lπανορθο%ν τ. πεσQν τε καB
νοσ@σαν, ;ατρικu θρην]δGαν ,φανGζοντα.

vΟρθQτατα γο%ν Cν τι6, aφη, πρ.6 τ:6 τ[χα6 οVτω
προσφ5ροιτο.

Ο"κο%ν, φαµ5ν, τ. µFν β5λτιστον το[τ] τ^ λογισµ^
Lθ5λει wπεσθαι;

PLATO, Republic X. 604b–d

(a) State briefly the points that Socrates has made before this passage begins about optical illusions,
the soul and the problems with imitative poetry. [9]

(b) Lines 1–7 (Λ5γει που N νQµο6 . . . τ. λυπεSσθαι): what reasons are given in these lines for
keeping calm in misfortune? Identify and discuss three examples, referring closely to the
Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Lines 9–19 (Τ^ βουλε[εσθαι . . . Lθ5λει wπεσθαι): what, according to Plato in these lines, is
the best way to deal with misfortune, and how vividly and energetically does he express this?
You should make close reference both to the content and to the style of the Greek, and
support your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]
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Group C: Tragedy

3 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
ε; γ:ρ κτενο%µεν Cλλον ,ντ� Cλλου, σ[ τοι
πρ=τη θ7νοι6 Cν, ε; δGκη6 γε τυγχ7νοι6.
,λλ� ε;σQρα µK σκ@ψιν ο"κ οUσαν τGθη6.
ε; γ:ρ θ5λει6, δGδαξον ,νθ� hτου ταν%ν
α|σχιστα π7ντων aργα δρ*σα τυγχ7νει6,
}τι6 ξυνε[δει6 τ^ παλαµναG], µεθ� ο~
πατ5ρα τ.ν ,µ.ν πρQσθεν Lξαπ=λεσα6,
καB παιδοποιεS6, το86 δF πρQσθεν ε"σεβεS6
κ,ξ ε"σεβ*ν βλαστQντα6 Lκβαλο%σ� aχει6.
π*6 τα%τ� Lπαιν5σαιµ� Cν;  Z καB τα%τ� LρεS6
g6 τ@6 θυγατρ.6 ,ντGποινα λαµβ7νει6;
α;σχρ*6 γ�, L7ν περ καB λ5γ\6.  ο" γ:ρ καλ.ν
LχθροS6 γαµεSσθαι τ@6 θυγατρ.6 οVνεκα.
,λλ� ο" γ:ρ ο"δF νουθετεSν aξεστG σε,
� πsσαν �η6 γλ*σσαν g6 τKν µητ5ρα
κακοστοµο%µεν.  καG σ� aγωγε δεσπQτιν
Z µητ5ρ� ο"κ aλασσον ε;6 jµs6 ν5µω,
� ζ* βGον µοχθηρQν, aκ τε σο% κακοS6
πολλοS6 ,εB ξυνο%σα το% τε συννQµου.
N δ� Cλλο6 aξω, χεSρα σKν µQλι6 φυγ=ν,
τλ0µων vΟρ5στη6 δυστυχ@ τρGβει βGον·
�ν πολλ: δ0 µ5 σοι τρ5φειν µι7στορα
Lπ\τι7σω· καB τQδ�, ε|περ aσθενον,
aδρων Cν, εU το%τ� |σθι.  το%δ5 γ� οVνεκα
κ0ρυσσ5 µ� ε;6 Iπαντα6, ε|τε χρu6 κακKν
ε|τε στQµαργον ε|τ� ,ναιδεGα6 πλ5αν.
ε; γ:ρ π5φυκα τ*νδε τ*ν aργων |δρι6,
σχεδQν τι τKν σKν ο" καταισχ[νω φ[σιν.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 582–609

(a) From the speeches preceding this passage, summarise in your own words the excuses
Clytemnestra has given for murdering her husband. [9]

(b) Lines 1–13 (ε; γ:ρ κτενο%µεν . . . τ@6 θυγατρ.6 οVνεκα): to what crimes of Clytemnestra does
Electra refer, and what accusations does she make, in these lines? Identify and discuss three
examples, referring closely to the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Lines 14–28 (,λλ� ο" γ:ρ . . . ο" καταισχ[νω φ[σιν): Clytemnestra has claimed that Electra
is slandering her mother. Show how in these lines Electra defends herself by launching an
effective counter-attack.You should make close reference both to the content and to the style
of the Greek, and support your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]
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4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
παρουσGαν µFν οAσθα καB σ[ που φGλων
g6 οkτι6 jµSν Lστιν, ,λλ� �Αιδη6 λαβoν
,πεστ5ρηκε καB µQνα λελεGµµεθον.
Lγo δ� wω6 µFν τ.ν κασGγνητον βG]
θ7λλοντ� aτ� ε;σ0κουον, εAχον LλπGδα6
φQνου ποτ� α"τ.ν πρ7κτορ� �ξεσθαι πατρQ6·
ν%ν δ� jνGκ� ο"κ5τ� aστιν, L6 σF δK βλ5πω,
hπω6 τ.ν α"τQχειρα πατρ�ου φQνου
ξ8ν τuδ� ,δελφu µK κατοκν0σει6 κτανεSν
Α|γισθον· ο"δFν γ7ρ σε δεS κρ[πτειν µ� aτι.
ποS γ:ρ µενεS6 Y�θυµο6, L6 τGν� LλπGδων
βλ5ψασ� aτ� Xρθ0ν;  � π7ρεστι µFν στ5νειν
πλο[του πατρ�ου κτ@σιν Lστερηµ5ν\,
π7ρεστι δ� ,λγεSν L6 τοσQνδε το% χρQνου
Cλεκτρα γηρ7σκουσαν ,νυµ5ναι7 τε.
καB τ*νδε µ5ντοι µηκ5τ� LλπGσ\6 hπω6
τε[ξ\ ποτ�· ο" γ:ρ Dδ� CβουλQ6 Lστ� ,νKρ
Α|γισθο6 Jστε σQν ποτ� Z κ,µ.ν γ5νο6
βλαστεSν Lsσαι, πηµονKν αbτ^ σαφ@.
,λλ� Zν LπGσπ\ τοS6 LµοS6 βουλε[µασιν,
πρ*τον µFν ε"σ5βειαν Lκ πατρ.6 κ7τω
θανQντο6 ο|σ\ το% κασιγν0του θ� Iµα·
aπειτα δ�, Jσπερ Lξ5φυ6, Lλευθ5ρα
καλu τ. λοιπ.ν καB γ7µων LπαξGων
τε[ξ\· φιλεS γ:ρ πρ.6 τ: χρηστ: πs6 Nρsν.
λQγων γε µKν εkκλειαν ο"χ Nρ�6 hσην
σαυτu τε κ,µοB προσβαλεS6 πεισθεSσ� LµοG;

SOPHOCLES, Electra 948–974

(a) Lines 1–19 (παρουσGαν . . . σαφ@): how does Electra try to persuade Chrysothemis to join her
in her plot? You should refer both to the points that she makes and to the forcefulness of the
language which she uses to make them. Support your discussion with at least four examples
from the text. [30]

(b) Lines 20–27 (,λλ� Zν LπGσπ\ . . . πεισθεSσ� LµοG): what benefits does Electra promise
Chrysothemis if she joins in her plan? Identify and discuss three benefits, referring closely to
the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Briefly summarise the reply that Chrysothemis gives to Electra’s speech. [9]
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