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Advanced Subsidiary GCE 2991
CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 2 (Translation and Essay)

 Afternoon

THURSDAY 24 MAY 2007 Time: 1 hour

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Write your translations on alternate lines.

• Translate any two passages from Section A and answer any one essay question from Section B. You 
may, if you wish, answer all questions on the same author.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• Each question carries 30 marks.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 90.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Section A: Translation

Each passage carries 30 marks.

Translate any two passages. You may, if you wish, translate both passages from the same author.
Write your translations on alternate lines.

1 (i) ! Ω# $φαθ�, ( δ* µολο-σα ποτ1 µ2γαρ� 5µφιπ7λοισι
κ2κλετο· τα1 δ� :ρ� 57λλισσαν κατ< :στυ γεραι>#.
α?τ@ δ� A# θ>λαµον κατεβCσετο κηEεντα,
$νθ� $σαν οF π2πλοι παµποGκιλα $ργα γυναικHν
ΣιδονGων, τ<# α?τK# LΑλ2ξανδρο# θεοειδ@#
Oγαγε ΣιδονGηθεν, AπιπλP# ε?ρ2α π7ντον,
τ@ν QδKν Rν SΕλ2νην περ 5νCγαγεν ε?πατ2ρειαν·
τHν Uν� 5ειραµ2νη SΕκ>βη φ2ρε δHρον LΑθCνV,
W# κ>λλιστο# $ην ποικGλµασιν Xδ* µ2γιστο#,
5στ@ρ δ� Y# 5π2λαµπεν.

HOMER, Iliad VI. 286–295

(ii) “ΑZαν, AπεG τοι δHκε θεK# µ2γεθ7# τε βGην τε
κα1 πινυτCν, περ1 δ� $γχει LΑχαιHν φ2ρτατ7# Aσσι,
ν-ν µ*ν παυσEµεσθα µ>χη# κα1 δηϊοτ]το#
σCµερον· ^στερον α_τε µαχησ7µεθ�, ε`# a κε δαGµων
:µµε διακρGνV, δEV δ� bτ2ροισG γε νGκην.
νcξ δ� Oδη τελ2θει· 5γαθKν κα1 νυκτ1 πιθ2σθαι,
d# σe τ� AϋφρCνV# π>ντα# παρ< νηυσ1ν LΑχαιοe#,
σοe# τε µ>λιστα $τα# κα1 bταGρου#, οg τοι $ασιν.”

HOMER, Iliad VII. 288–295

2 (i) Ο?κο-ν, iν δ� AγE, µετ< το-το Aπισκεπτ2ον τCν τε
τραγjδGαν κα1 τKν (γεµ7να α?τ]# kΟµηρον, AπειδC τινων
5κοeοµεν aτι οlτοι π>σα# µ*ν τ2χνα# AπGστανται, π>ντα δ*
τ< 5νθρEπεια τ< πρK# 5ρετ@ν κα1 κακGαν, κα1 τ> γε θεmα;
5ν>γκη γ<ρ τKν 5γαθKν ποιητCν, ε` µ2λλει περ1 nν oν ποιp
καλH# ποιCσειν, ε`δ7τα :ρα ποιεmν, q µ@ οr7ν τε εZναι ποιεmν.

PLATO, Republic X. 598d–e

(ii) Κα1 περ1 5φροδισGων δ@ κα1 θυµο- κα1 περ1 π>ντων τHν
AπιθυµητικHν τε κα1 λυπηρHν κα1 (δ2ων Aν τp ψυχp, u δC
φαµεν π>σV πρ>ξει (µmν Uπεσθαι, aτι τοια-τα (µv# (
ποιητικ@ µGµησι# Aργ>ζεται· τρ2φει γ<ρ τα-τα :ρδουσα,
δ2ον α?χµεmν, κα1 :ρχοντα (µmν καθGστησιν, δ2ον :ρχεσθαι
α?τ>, gνα βελτGου# τε κα1 ε?δαιµον2στεροι 5ντ1 χειρ7νων κα1
5θλιωτ2ρων γιγνEµεθα.

PLATO, Republic X. 606d
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3 (i) ΧΡΥΣΟΘΕΜΙΣ ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
ΧΡ. �φ� (δον]# τοι, φιλτ>τη, διEκοµαι

τK κ7σµιον µεθεmσα σcν τ>χει µολεmν.
φ2ρω γ<ρ (δον># τε κ5ν>παυλαν nν
π>ροιθεν εZχε# κα1 κατ2στενε# κακHν.

ΗΛ. π7θεν δ� oν ε^ροι# τHν AµHν σc πηµ>των
:ρηξιν, οr# �ασι# ο?κ $νεστ� $τι;

ΧΡ. π>ρεστ� LΟρ2στη# (µGν, �σθι το-τ� Aµο-
κλeουσ�, AναργH#, �σπερ ε`σορ�# Aµ2.

ΗΛ. 5λλ� i µ2µηνα#, � τ>λαινα, κ5π1 τοm#
σαυτ]# κακοmσι κ5π1 τοm# Aµοm# γελ�#;

SOPHOCLES, Electra 871–880

(ii) ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ ΟΡΕΣΤΗΣ
ΗΛ. µ@ π2ρα λ2γειν $α,

πρK# θεHν, 5δελφ2, µηδ* µηκeνειν λ7γου#.
τG γ<ρ βροτHν oν σcν κακοm# µεµειγµ2νων
θν�σκειν Q µ2λλων το- χρ7νου κ2ρδο# φ2ροι;
5λλ� d# τ>χιστα κτεmνε κα1 κτανPν πρ7θε#
ταφε-σιν nν τ7νδ� ε`κ7# Aστι τυγχ>νειν,
:ποπτον (µHν.  d# Aµο1 τ7δ� oν κακHν
µ7νον γ2νοιτο τHν π>λαι λυτCριον.

ΟΡ. χωροm# oν ε�σω σcν τ>χει· λ7γων γ<ρ ο?
ν-ν Aστιν �γEν, 5λλ< σ]# ψυχ]# π2ρι.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 1483–1492

4 (i) (µ2ρη τε AγGνετο κα1 �µα τ� (λGj 5νι7ντι σεισµK# Aγ2νετο
$ν τε τp γp κα1 τp θαλ>σσV.  $δοξε δ2 σφι ε�ξασθαι τοmσι
θεοmσι κα1 Aπικαλ2σασθαι τοc# Α`ακGδα# συµµ>χου#.  d# δ2
σφι $δοξε, κα1 AποGευν τα-τα· ε?ξ>µενοι γ<ρ πvσι τοmσι
θεοmσι α?τ7θεν µ*ν Aκ Σαλαµmνο# Α�αντ> τε κα1 ΤελαµHνα
Aπεκαλ2οντο, Aπ1 δ* Α`ακKν κα1 τοc# :λλου# Α`ακGδα# ν2α
5π2στελλον A# Α�γιναν.

HERODOTUS, VIII. 64

(ii) XE# τε δι2φαινε, κα1 ο� σeλλογον τHν Aπιβατ2ων
ποιησ>µενοι, Xγ7ρευε µ*ν πρK π>ντων Θεµιστοκλ2η#, τ< δ*
$πεα iν π>ντα ‹τ<› κρ2σσω τοmσι �σσοσι 5ντιτιθ2µενα, aσα
[δ*] Aν 5νθρEπου [φeσι κα1] καταστ>σι AγγGνεται·
παραιν2σα# δ* τοeτων τ< κρ2σσω αFρ2εσθαι κα1
καταπλ2ξα# τ@ν �]σιν, AσβαGνειν Aκ2λευε A# τ<# ν2α#.  κα1
οlτοG τε δ@ Aσ2βαινον, κα1 �κε ( 5π� Α`γGνη# τριCρη#, R
κατ< τοc# Α`ακGδα# 5πεδCµησε.

HERODOTUS, VIII. 83
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Section B: Essay

Answer one question. Each question carries 30 marks.

You are reminded that up to three of the marks will be awarded for quality of written communication.

In answering the essay questions, you are expected to be familiar with the following parts of the text,
whether read in Greek or in English:

1 Homer, Iliad VI. 256–529, VII. 1–131, 161–312
2 Plato, Republic X. 595a1–596a4, 597b2–608b10
3 Sophocles, Electra
4 Herodotus, VIII. 50–65, 67–72, 74–89, 108–111

1 ‘In Homer, the men are only concerned with the glory of war; it is left to the women to point out its
disadvantages.’ Do you agree with this statement?

In your answer you may like to consider:

• the speeches of Hecabe (also known as Hecuba), Helen and Andromache in Iliad VI
• the speeches of Menelaus, Agamemnon, Nestor and Aias (also known as Ajax) in Book VII
• Hector’s speeches, actions and interactions with his family throughout the portions you 

have read. [30]

2 How convincing do you find what Socrates says in Republic X?

In your answer you may like to consider:

• Socrates’ use of the theory of forms or ideas, and his comments about optical illusions
• his belief that poets do not have knowledge of what they depict
• the portrayal of emotion by the poets
• what Socrates tells us about the soul. [30]

3 ‘Electra is far from likeable: she is just as unpleasant a figure as Clytemnestra and Aegisthus.’ Do you
agree with this comment on Sophocles’ play?

In your answer you may like to consider:

• the morality of her actions
• her treatment of her sister
• whether she gives a good reply to Clytemnestra’s excuses for her actions
• her reactions to the news of Orestes’ death and the discovery that he is actually still alive. [30]

4 How does Herodotus make his narration gripping and exciting?

In your answer you may like to consider:

• Herodotus’ depiction of the internal politics of the Greeks and Persians
• his use of speech, and characterisation
• his description of battle
• his use of omens, portents and oracles. [30]
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