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CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 1 (Commentary)

HOMER AND SOPHOCLES Afternoon

THURSDAY 24 MAY 2007 Time: 1 hour

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer any two questions. You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions from the same author.

Group A: Homeric Epic

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

!λοχο% δ' φ)λη ο+κ-νδε βεβ1κει
3ντροπαλιζοµ9νη, θαλερ;ν κατ< δ=κρυ χ9ουσα.
α+ψα δ� Aπειθ� Bκανε δ-µου% εC ναιετ=οντα%
D Εκτορο% Fνδροφ-νοιο, κιχ1σατο δ� Aνδοθι πολλ<%
Fµφιπ-λου%, τGσιν δ' γ-ον π=σIσιν 3νJρσεν.
αK µ'ν Aτι ζω;ν γ-ον DΕκτορα M 3νN οOκP·
οQ γ=ρ µιν Aτ� Aφαντο Rπ-τροπον 3κ πολ9µοιο
Bξεσθαι, προφυγ-ντα µ9νο% καN χεTρα% UΑχαιJν.
ΟQδ' Π=ρι% δ1θυνεν 3ν RψηλοTσι δ-µοισιν,

Fλλ� Y γ�, 3πεN κατ9δυ κλυτ< τεZχεα, ποικ)λα χαλκ[,
σεZατ� Aπειτ� Fν< !στυ, ποσN κραιπνοTσι πεποιθ\%.
]% δ� Yτε τι% στατ;% Bππο%, Fκοστ1σα% 3πN φ=τνI,
δεσµ;ν Fπορρ1ξα% θε)I πεδ)οιο κροα)νων,
ε^ωθ_% λοZεσθαι 3ϋρρεTο% ποταµοTο,
κυδι-ων· Rψοa δ' κ=ρη Aχει, FµφN δ' χαTται
bµοι% Fcσσονται· d δ� Fγλαcηφι πεποιθ\%,
e)µφα f γοaνα φ9ρει µετ= τ� gθεα καN νοµ;ν Bππων·
h% υK;% Πρι=µοιο Π=ρι% κατ< Περγ=µου !κρη%
τεZχεσι παµφα)νων i% τ� jλ9κτωρ 3βεβ1κει
καγχαλ-ων, ταχ9ε% δ' π-δε% φ9ρον· α+ψα δ� Aπειτα
DΕκτορα δTον Aτετµεν Fδελφε-ν, εCτ� !ρ� Aµελλε
στρ9ψεσθ� 3κ χ\ρη% Yθι k l=ριζε γυναικ).
τ;ν πρ-τερο% προσ9ειπεν UΑλ9ξανδρο% θεοειδ1%·
“jθεT�, m µ=λα δ1 σε καN 3σσZµενον κατερZκω
δηθZνων, οQδ� mλθον 3να)σιµον, ]% 3κ9λευε%;”

HOMER, Iliad VI. 495–519

(a) Briefly summarise what Hector has said to Andromache before this passage.You should refer
in your answer to both of his speeches. [9]

(b) Lines 1–8 (!λοχο% . . . χεTρα% UΑχαιJν): what signs are there in these lines that Andromache
already believes that Hector will soon die? Identify and discuss three examples, referring
closely to the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Lines 9–25 (ΟQδ' Π=ρι% . . . ]% 3κ9λευε%;): how does Homer convey in these lines Paris’
new-found enthusiasm to go into battle? You should make close reference both to the content
and to the style of the Greek, and support your discussion with at least four examples from
the text. [30]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

“κ9κλυτ9 µευ, ΤρJε% καN 3ϋκν1µιδε% UΑχαιο),
oφρ� εOπω τ= µε θυµ;% 3νN στ1θεσσι κελεZει.
Yρκια µ'ν Κρον)δη% Rψ)ζυγο% οQκ 3τ9λεσσεν,
Fλλ< κακ< φρον9ων τεκµα)ρεται Fµφοτ9ροισιν,
ε^% Y κεν q RµεT% Τρο)ην εrπυργον sλητε,
q αQτοN παρ< νηυσN δαµ1ετε ποντοπ-ροισιν.
RµTν δ� 3ν γ<ρ Aασιν Fριστtε% ΠαναχαιJν·
τJν νaν Yν τινα θυµ;% 3µοN µαχ9σασθαι Fν\γει,
δεaρ� Oτω 3κ π=ντων πρ-µο% Aµµεναι DΕκτορι δ)P.
uδε δ' µυθ9οµαι, Ζεw% δ� !µµ� 3πιµ=ρτυρο% Aστω·
ε^ µ9ν κεν 3µ' κεTνο% sλI τανα1κεϊ χαλκ[,
τεZχεα συλ1σα% φερ9τω κο)λα% 3πN νtα%,
σJµα δ' οOκαδ� 3µ;ν δ-µεναι π=λιν, oφρα πυρ-% µε
ΤρJε% καN Τρ\ων !λοχοι λελ=χωσι θαν-ντα.
ε^ δ9 κ� 3γ_ τ;ν sλω, δ\I δ9 µοι εCχο% UΑπ-λλων,
τεZχεα σZλησα% οOσω προτN yΙλιον Kρ1ν,
καN κρεµ-ω προτN νη;ν UΑπ-λλωνο% fκ=τοιο,
τ;ν δ' ν9κυν 3πN νtα% 3ϋσσ9λµου% Fποδ\σω,
oφρα f ταρχZσωσι κ=ρη κοµ-ωντε% UΑχαιο),
σtµ= τε οK χεZωσιν 3πN πλατεT {Ελλησπ-ντP.
κα) ποτ9 τι% εOπIσι καN lψιγ-νων Fνθρ\πων,
νη| πολυκλ1ϊδι πλ9ων 3πN οOνοπα π-ντον·
‘Fνδρ;% µ'ν τ-δε σtµα π=λαι κατατεθνηJτο%,
Yν ποτ� FριστεZοντα κατ9κτανε φα)διµο% DΕκτωρ.’
i% ποτ9 τι% 3ρ9ει· τ; δ� 3µ;ν κλ9ο% οr ποτ� lλεTται.”

HOMER, Iliad VII. 67–91

(a) Briefly describe the events leading up to this passage from the beginning of Book VII. [9]

(b) Lines 1–12 (κ9κλυτ9 µευ . . . κο)λα% 3πN νtα%): show how Hector is especially persuasive in
urging the Achaeans to let one of their number face him in single combat. You should make
close reference both to the points he makes and to the forcefulness with which he expresses
them, and support your discussion with at least four examples from the Greek text. [30]

(c) Lines 13–25 (σJµα δ' . . . οr ποτ� lλεTται): what do these lines tell us about the beliefs and
concerns of a Homeric hero? Identify and discuss three examples, referring closely to the
Greek in your answer. [15]
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Group C: Tragedy

3 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
ε^ γ<ρ κτενοaµεν !λλον Fντ� !λλου, σZ τοι
πρ\τη θ=νοι% !ν, ε^ δ)κη% γε τυγχ=νοι%.
Fλλ� ε^σ-ρα µ� σκtψιν οQκ οCσαν τ)θη%.
ε^ γ<ρ θ9λει%, δ)δαξον Fνθ� Yτου τανaν
αOσχιστα π=ντων Aργα δρJσα τυγχ=νει%,
�τι% ξυνεZδει% τ[ παλαµνα)P, µεθ� ο�
πατ9ρα τ;ν Fµ;ν πρ-σθεν 3ξαπ\λεσα%,
καN παιδοποιεT%, τοw% δ' πρ-σθεν εQσεβεT%
κFξ εQσεβJν βλαστ-ντα% 3κβαλοaσ� Aχει%.
πJ% ταaτ� 3παιν9σαιµ� !ν;  q καN ταaτ� 3ρεT%
]% τt% θυγατρ;% Fντ)ποινα λαµβ=νει%;
α^σχρJ% γ�, 3=ν περ καN λ9γI%.  οQ γ<ρ καλ;ν
3χθροT% γαµεTσθαι τt% θυγατρ;% ο�νεκα.
Fλλ� οQ γ<ρ οQδ' νουθετεTν Aξεστ) σε,
� π�σαν Bη% γλJσσαν ]% τ�ν µητ9ρα
κακοστοµοaµεν.  κα) σ� Aγωγε δεσπ-τιν
q µητ9ρ� οQκ Aλασσον ε^% �µ�% ν9µω,
� ζJ β)ον µοχθηρ-ν, Aκ τε σοa κακοT%
πολλοT% FεN ξυνοaσα τοa τε συνν-µου.
d δ� !λλο% Aξω, χεTρα σ�ν µ-λι% φυγ\ν,
τλ1µων UΟρ9στη% δυστυχt τρ)βει β)ον·
�ν πολλ< δ1 µ9 σοι τρ9φειν µι=στορα
3πIτι=σω· καN τ-δ�, εOπερ Aσθενον,
Aδρων !ν, εC τοaτ� Oσθι.  τοaδ9 γ� ο�νεκα
κ1ρυσσ9 µ� ε^% �παντα%, εOτε χρG% κακ�ν
εOτε στ-µαργον εOτ� Fναιδε)α% πλ9αν.
ε^ γ<ρ π9φυκα τJνδε τJν Aργων Oδρι%,
σχεδ-ν τι τ�ν σ�ν οQ καταισχZνω φZσιν.

SOPHOCLES, Electra 582–609

(a) From the speeches preceding this passage, summarise in your own words the excuses
Clytemnestra has given for murdering her husband. [9]

(b) Lines 1–13 (ε^ γ<ρ κτενοaµεν . . . τt% θυγατρ;% ο�νεκα): to what crimes of Clytemnestra does
Electra refer, and what accusations does she make, in these lines? Identify and discuss three
examples, referring closely to the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Lines 14–28 (Fλλ� οQ γ<ρ . . . οQ καταισχZνω φZσιν): Clytemnestra has claimed that Electra
is slandering her mother. Show how in these lines Electra defends herself by launching an
effective counter-attack.You should make close reference both to the content and to the style
of the Greek, and support your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]
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4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ΗΛΕΚΤΡΑ
παρουσ)αν µ'ν ο+σθα καN σZ που φ)λων
]% οrτι% �µTν 3στιν, Fλλ� DΑιδη% λαβ_ν
Fπεστ9ρηκε καN µ-να λελε)µµεθον.
3γ_ δ� sω% µ'ν τ;ν κασ)γνητον β)P
θ=λλοντ� Aτ� ε^σ1κουον, ε+χον 3λπ)δα%
φ-νου ποτ� αQτ;ν πρ=κτορ� Bξεσθαι πατρ-%·
νaν δ� �ν)κ� οQκ9τ� Aστιν, 3% σ' δ� βλ9πω,
Yπω% τ;ν αQτ-χειρα πατρ�ου φ-νου
ξwν τGδ� FδελφG µ� κατοκν1σει% κτανεTν
ΑOγισθον· οQδ'ν γ=ρ σε δεT κρZπτειν µ� Aτι.
ποT γ<ρ µενεT% e�θυµο%, 3% τ)ν� 3λπ)δων
βλ9ψασ� Aτ� lρθ1ν;  k π=ρεστι µ'ν στ9νειν
πλοZτου πατρ�ου κτtσιν 3στερηµ9νI,
π=ρεστι δ� FλγεTν 3% τοσ-νδε τοa χρ-νου
!λεκτρα γηρ=σκουσαν Fνυµ9ναι= τε.
καN τJνδε µ9ντοι µηκ9τ� 3λπ)σI% Yπω%
τεZξI ποτ�· οQ γ<ρ uδ� !βουλ-% 3στ� Fν�ρ
ΑOγισθο% iστε σ-ν ποτ� q κFµ;ν γ9νο%
βλαστεTν 3�σαι, πηµον�ν αRτ[ σαφt.
Fλλ� qν 3π)σπI τοT% 3µοT% βουλεZµασιν,
πρJτον µ'ν εQσ9βειαν 3κ πατρ;% κ=τω
θαν-ντο% οOσI τοa κασιγν1του θ� �µα·
Aπειτα δ�, iσπερ 3ξ9φυ%, 3λευθ9ρα
καλG τ; λοιπ;ν καN γ=µων 3παξ)ων
τεZξI· φιλεT γ<ρ πρ;% τ< χρηστ< π�% dρ�ν.
λ-γων γε µ�ν εrκλειαν οQχ dρ�% Yσην
σαυτG τε κFµοN προσβαλεT% πεισθεTσ� 3µο);

SOPHOCLES, Electra 948–974

(a) Lines 1–19 (παρουσ)αν . . . σαφt): how does Electra try to persuade Chrysothemis to join her
in her plot? You should refer both to the points that she makes and to the forcefulness of the
language which she uses to make them. Support your discussion with at least four examples
from the text. [30]

(b) Lines 20–27 (Fλλ� qν 3π)σπI . . . πεισθεTσ� 3µο)): what benefits does Electra promise
Chrysothemis if she joins in her plan? Identify and discuss three benefits, referring closely to
the Greek in your answer. [15]

(c) Briefly summarise the reply that Chrysothemis gives to Electra’s speech. [9]
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