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Advanced GCE 2982
CLASSICAL GREEK

Literature 3 (Commentary and Essay)

HOMER AND PLATO Afternoon

TUESDAY 12 JUNE 2007 Time: 1 hour 45 minutes

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (16 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer two questions from Section A and one question from Section B.

• You may, if you wish, answer all questions on the same author.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks for each question is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• Each question is marked out of 40 marks including 4 marks for quality of written communication.

• The total number of marks for this Paper is 120.

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Read each question carefully and make sure you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
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Answer two questions from Section A and one question from Section B.

Section A

Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Group A: Homeric Epic

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

τ"ν δ� %Ελ(νη µ*θοισι προση*δα µειλιχ4οισι·
“δ5ερ 6µε7ο κυν": κακοµηχ;νου <κρυο(σση:,
=: µ� >φελ� @µατι τA Bτε µε πρCτον τ(κε µDτηρ
οEχεσθαι προφ(ρουσα κακF Gν(µοιο θ*ελλα
εH: >ρο: I εH: κJµα πολυφλο4σβοιο θαλ;σση:,
Lνθα µε κJµ� GπMερσε π;ρο: τ;δε Lργα γεν(σθαι.
αOτPρ 6πεQ τ;δε γ� Rδε θεοQ κακP τεκµDραντο,
Gνδρ": Lπειτ� Sφελλον Gµε4νονο: εTναι Uκοιτι:,
V: Wδη ν(µεσ4ν τε καQ αEσχεα πMλλ� GνθρXπων.
το*τZ δ� ο[τ� \ρ νJν φρ(νε: Lµπεδοι ο[τ� Uρ� <π4σσω
Lσσονται· τC κα4 µιν 6παυρDσεσθαι <]ω.
Gλλ� Uγε νJν εEσελθε καQ ^ζεο τAδ� 6πQ δ4φρZ,
δ5ερ, 6πε4 σε µ;λιστα πMνο: φρ(να: Gµφιβ(βηκεν
ε`νεκ� 6µε7ο κυν": καQ aΑλεξ;νδρου ^νεκ� Uτη:,
οdσιν 6πQ Ζεf: θgκε κακ"ν µMρον, h: καQ <π4σσω
GνθρXποισι πελXµεθ� Gο4διµοι 6σσοµ(νοισι.”
ΤFν δ� jµε4βετ� Lπειτα µ(γα: κορυθα4ολο: kΕκτωρ·

“µD µε κ;θιζ�, %Ελ(νη, φιλ(ουσ; περ· οOδ( µε πε4σει:·
@δη γ;ρ µοι θυµ": 6π(σσυται >φρ� 6παµ*νω
ΤρXεσσ�, οl µ(γ� 6µε7ο ποθFν GπεMντο: Lχουσιν.
GλλP σ* γ� >ρνυθι τοJτον, 6πειγ(σθω δm καQ αOτM:,
=: κεν Lµ� Lντοσθεν πMλιο: καταµ;ρψo 6Mντα.
καQ γPρ 6γpν οTκMνδε 6λε*σοµαι, >φρα Eδωµαι 
οHκgα: UλοχMν τε φ4λην καQ νDπιον υqMν.
οO γPρ οTδ� εH Lτι σφιν rπMτροπο: `ξοµαι αsτι:,
t @δη µ� rπ" χερσQ θεοQ δαµMωσιν aΑχαιCν.”

HOMER, Iliad VI. 343–368

(a) δ5ερ . . . 6σσοµ(νοισι (lines 2–16): what image does Helen project of herself and of Paris 
in these lines? Refer both to the content of her speech and to the way in which it is 
expressed. [18]

(b) µD µε κ;θιζ� . . . aΑχαιCν (lines 18–26): what does this short speech tell us about the character
and beliefs of Hector, and how forcefully does he express himself? Refer both to the content
of his speech and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]
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2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

“u πMποι, t µ(γα π(νθο: aΑχαι]δα γα7αν qκ;νει.
t κε µ(γ� οHµXξειε γ(ρων qππηλ;τα Πηλε*:,
6σθλ": ΜυρµιδMνων βουληφMρο: jδ� GγορητD:,
B: ποτ( µ� εHρMµενο: µ(γ� 6γDθεεν x 6νQ οEκZ,
π;ντων aΑργε4ων 6ρ(ων γενεDν τε τMκον τε.
τοf: νJν εH πτXσσοντα: rφ� kΕκτορι π;ντα: Gκο*σαι,
πολλ; κεν Gθαν;τοισι φ4λα: GνP χε7ρα: Gε4ραι,
θυµ"ν Gπ" µελ(ων δJναι δMµον yΑϊδο: εEσω.
α{ γ;ρ, ΖεJ τε π;τερ καQ aΑθηνα4η καQ yΑπολλον,
|βAµ� h: Bτ� 6π� }κυρMZ Κελ;δοντι µ;χοντο
GγρMµενοι Π*λιο4 τε καQ aΑρκ;δε: 6γχεσ4µωροι,
Φει5: πPρ τε4χεσσιν, aΙαρδ;νου GµφQ �(εθρα.
το7σι δ� aΕρευθαλ4ων πρMµο: `στατο, HσMθεο: φX:,
τε*χε� Lχων Sµοισιν aΑρηϊθMοιο Uνακτο:,

. . . 

τοJ B γε τε*χε� Lχων προκαλ4ζετο π;ντα: Gρ4στου:.
οq δm µ;λ� 6τρMµεον καQ 6δε4δισαν, οOδ( τι: Lτλη·
Gλλ� 6µm θυµ": Gνgκε πολυτλDµων πολεµ4ζειν
θ;ρσεϊ x· γενε� δm νεXτατο: Lσκον �π;ντων·
καQ µαχMµην οq 6γX, δCκεν δ( µοι εsχο: aΑθDνη.
τ"ν δF µDκιστον καQ κ;ρτιστον κτ;νον Uνδρα·
πολλ": γ;ρ τι: Lκειτο παρDορο: Lνθα καQ Lνθα.
εEθ� �: |βXοιµι, β4η δ( µοι Lµπεδο: εEη·
τC κε τ;χ� GντDσειε µ;χη: κορυθα4ολο: kΕκτωρ.
rµ(ων δ� ο` περ Lασιν Gριστgε: ΠαναχαιCν,
οOδ� οl προφρον(ω: µ(µαθ� kΕκτορο: Gντ4ον 6λθε7ν.”

HOMER, Iliad VII. 124–137, 150–160

(a) u πMποι . . . δMµον yΑϊδο: εEσω (lines 1–8) and εEθ� �: |βXοιµι . . . 6λθε7ν (lines 22–25): how
does Nestor try to persuade one of the Achaeans to volunteer to face Hector in single combat?
Refer both to the content of his speech and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) το7σι δ� aΕρευθαλ4ων . . . aΑρηϊθMοιο Uνακτο: (lines 13–14) and τοJ B γε τε*χε� Lχων . . . Lνθα
καQ Lνθα (lines 15–21): how does Nestor emphasise the greatness of his victory over
Ereuthalion? Refer both to the content of these lines and to the way in which it is 
expressed. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]
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Group B: Non-Historical Prose Author

3 Answer the questions on the following passage:

yΑκουε δD, µ5λλον δm Gποκρ4νου.
aΕρXτα.
Μ4µησιν Bλω: Lχοι: Uν µοι εHπε7ν Bτι ποτ� 6στ4ν;  οOδm γ;ρ τοι αOτ": π;νυ τι

συννοC τ4 βο*λεται εTναι.
�Η που Uρ�, Lφη, 6γp συννοDσω.
ΟOδ(ν γε, tν δ� 6γX, Uτοπον, 6πεQ πολλ; τοι <ξ*τερον βλεπMντων Gµβλ*τερον

�ρCντε: πρMτεροι εTδον.
yΕστιν, Lφη, ο�τω:· GλλP σοJ παρMντο: οOδ� \ν προθυµηθgναι οdM: τε εEην εHπε7ν, εE

τ4 µοι καταφα4νεται, Gλλ� αOτ": Bρα.
Βο*λει οsν 6νθ(νδε GρξXµεθα 6πισκοποJντε:, 6κ τg: εHωθυ4α: µεθMδου;  εTδο: γ;ρ

πο* τι �ν ^καστον εHXθαµεν τ4θεσθαι περQ ^καστα τP πολλ;, οd: ταOτ"ν >νοµα
6πιφ(ροµεν.  I οO µανθ;νει:;
Μανθ;νω.
ΘCµεν δF καQ νJν Bτι βο*λει τCν πολλCν.  οdον, εH �θ(λει:, πολλα4 πο* εHσι κλ7ναι

καQ τρ;πεζαι.
ΠC: δ� ο[;
aΑλλP Hδ(αι γ( που περQ ταJτα τP σκε*η δ*ο, µ4α µmν κλ4νη:, µ4α δm τραπ(ζη:.
Να4.
ΟOκοJν καQ εHXθαµεν λ(γειν Bτι � δηµιουργ": �κατ(ρου τοJ σκε*ου: πρ": τFν Hδ(αν

βλ(πων ο�τω ποιε7 � µmν τP: κλ4να:, � δm τP: τραπ(ζα:, αd: |µε7: χρXµεθα, καQ
τ�λλα κατP ταOτ;;  οO γ;ρ που τDν γε Hδ(αν αOτFν δηµιουργε7 οOδεQ: τCν
δηµιουργCν.
ΠC: γ;ρ;
ΟOδαµC:.

PLATO, Republic X. 595c–596b

(a) yΑκουε δD . . . Μανθ;νω (lines 1–13): what indications are there in these lines that Socrates,
rather than Glaucon, is the dominant force in this argument? Refer both to the content of the
lines and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) εTδο: γ;ρ πο* . . . ΟOδαµC: (lines 10–24): in your own words, explain the ideas that Socrates
is using in these lines and trace the development of his argument. Show how he goes on to
extend these ideas to artists and poets. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]

[Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

ταOτMν που |µ7ν µ(γεθο: 6γγ*θεν τε καQ πMρρωθεν διP τg: >ψεω: οOκ Eσον φα4νεται.
ΟO γ;ρ.
ΚαQ ταOτP καµπ*λα τε καQ εOθ(α 6ν �δατ4 τε θεωµ(νοι: καQ Lξω, καQ κο7λ; τε δF

καQ 6ξ(χοντα διP τFν περQ τP χρXµατα αs πλ;νην τg: >ψεω:, καQ π5σ; τι: ταραχF
δDλη |µ7ν 6νοJσα αOτF 6ν τ� ψυχ�· x δF |µCν τA παθDµατι τg: φ*σεω: |
σκιαγραφ4α 6πιθεµ(νη γοητε4α: οOδmν Gπολε4πει, καQ | θαυµατοποι4α καQ Uλλαι
πολλαQ τοιαJται µηχανα4.
aΑληθg.
�Αρ� οsν οO τ" µετρε7ν καQ Gριθµε7ν καQ qστ;ναι βοDθειαι χαρι(σταται πρ": αOτP

6φ;νησαν, =στε µF Uρχειν 6ν |µ7ν τ" φαινMµενον µε7ζον I Lλαττον I πλ(ον I
βαρ*τερον, GλλP τ" λογισ;µενον καQ µετρgσαν I καQ στgσαν;
ΠC: γPρ ο[;
aΑλλP µFν τοJτM γε τοJ λογιστικοJ \ν εEη τοJ 6ν ψυχ� Lργον.
Το*του γPρ ο�ν.
Το*τZ δm πολλ;κι: µετρDσαντι καQ σηµα4νοντι µε4ζω Uττα εTναι I 6λ;ττω ^τερα

�τ(ρων I Eσα τGναντ4α φα4νεται �µα περQ ταOτ;.
Να4.
ΟOκοJν Lφαµεν τA αOτA �µα περQ ταOτP 6ναντ4α δοξ;ζειν Gδ*νατον εTναι;
ΚαQ <ρθC: γ� Lφαµεν.
Τ" παρP τP µ(τρα Uρα δοξ;ζον τg: ψυχg: τA κατP τP µ(τρα οOκ \ν εEη ταOτMν.
ΟO γPρ οsν.
aΑλλP µFν τ" µ(τρZ γε καQ λογισµA πιστεJον β(λτιστον \ν εEη τg: ψυχg:.
Τ4 µDν;
Τ" Uρα το*τZ 6ναντιο*µενον τCν φα*λων Uν τι εEη 6ν |µ7ν.
aΑν;γκη.
ΤοJτο το4νυν διοµολογDσασθαι βουλMµενο: Lλεγον Bτι | γραφικF καQ Bλω: |

µιµητικF πMρρω µmν τg: Gληθε4α: �ν τ" αrτg: Lργον Gπεργ;ζεται, πMρρω δ� αs
φρονDσεω: >ντι τA 6ν |µ7ν προσοµιλε7 τε καQ �τα4ρα καQ φ4λη 6στQν 6π� οOδενQ rγιε7
οOδ� Gληθε7.

PLATO, Republic X. 602c–603b

(a) ταOτMν που |µ7ν . . . I καQ στgσαν (lines 1–11): what problems does Socrates identify with
human perception, and what are their solutions? Show how vividly he makes his points by
referring both to the content of his words and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

(b) aΑλλP µFν τοJτM γε . . . οOδ� Gληθε7 (lines 13–29): how does Plato develop the ideas above in
a forceful way to draw conclusions about the soul and about poetry? Refer both to the content of
his words and to the way in which it is expressed. [18]

[Quality of Written Communication: 4]

[Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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Section B

Answer one question. Each question carries 40 marks.

In answering the essay questions in this Section, candidates are expected to be familiar with the
following parts of the text, whether read in Greek or in translation:

1 Homer, Iliad VI. 73–118, 237–529, VII. 1–312
2 Plato, Republic X. 595a1–609d3

1 In the portions of the Iliad which you have read, what views about war does Homer express?

2 The views about poets and poetry expressed in Republic X have often struck people as
outrageous. Do you share this reaction, or do you think that Plato can be defended?
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