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Section A: Translation

Each passage carries 30 marks.

Translate any two passages. You may, if you wish, translate both passages from the same author.
Write your translations on alternate lines.

1 ()

(ii)

(i)

© OCR 2009
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Section B: Essay

Answer one question. Each question carries 30 marks.

You are reminded that up to three of the marks will be awarded for quality of written communication.

In answering the essay questions, you are expected to be familiar with the following parts of the text,
whether read in Greek or in English:

1 Homer, lliad XXIV

2 Plato, Phaedo 61e5-68c3, 69e6—77a5

3 Sophocles, Electra

4 Herodotus, VIII. 50-65, 67-72, 74—89, 108—111

1 ‘The dominant spirit of the final book of the lliad is compassion.’ Do you agree with this view?
In your answer you may like to consider:

» the words and deeds of the gods in this book

* the speeches and actions of Achilles

* various characters’ speeches about Hector

* the statements that are made about human existence. [30]

2 Discuss Plato’s idea that the soul is better off without the body, and can exist without it. Do you agree
with his arguments?

In your answer you may like to consider:

* the immortality of the soul
» the conflict between soul and body
* the nature of knowledge as recollection by the soul. [30]

3 Does Clytemnestra deserve her fate?
In your answer you may like to consider:

* her actions within the play and previously

* the excuses she makes to Electra

* Electra’s counter-arguments

* any positive features you think Clytemnestra might show

* the way in which she is treated by Electra and Orestes. [30]

4 How does Herodotus give a sense of drama and significance to the events he describes?

In your answer you may like to consider:

« the way in which he relates events

 the comments he makes about them

* his selection of details

* his characterisation and use of direct speech

* his use of the divine and the supernatural. [30]
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