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Napoleon I

If answering on this Option, candidates MUST answer Question 1 and ONE other question.

1 Using these four Passages and your own knowledge, assess the view that the main reason for 
Napoleon’s downfall was the defeat in Russia.  [45]

 A  From: G. Rudé, Revolutionary Europe 1783–1815, published in 1964. This 
historian suggests that Napoleon’s invasion of Spain led to his downfall.

Some say Napoleon’s downfall began in Spain, others Moscow, others again at 
Leipzig in 1813; or even in besieged and embattled France in the Spring of 1814. 
Napoleon himself confessed that it was ‘the Spanish ulcer’ that destroyed him. 
There was certainly no straight and undeviating line of destruction leading from the 
Battle of Baylen (in Spain) and the lines of Torres Vedras (in Portugal) to Waterloo. 
Nevertheless, the Peninsular War, beginning in 1808, became a running sore that 
drained the Grand Army, gave fresh hope and opportunity to his enemies in England, 
Austria and Russia, and generally stimulated that ‘awakening of peoples’ to which 
his ultimate fall and failure have most commonly been attributed.

 B From: F. L. Ford, Europe 1780–1830, published in 1989. This historian argues 
that Napoleon’s downfall was not inevitable, and that Napoleon’s refusal to 
accept peace terms was a key reason for his downfall.

Napoleon’s chief hope of survival after 1812 lay in the chronic jealousy and suspicion 
among the powers attacking him. Austria, in particular, had reason to stop short 
of a total victory likely to benefit its old rivals, Prussia and Russia, while releasing 
nationalistic passions among the various groups of the Austrian Emperor’s subjects. 
In 1813 Austria still saw advantages in maintaining Bonaparte, linked as he was 
by marriage. Early in November, therefore, the Austrian foreign minister made an 
offer of peace which guaranteed France its natural frontiers, the Rhine, Alps and 
Pyrenees. This would have left Belgium, the German left bank of the Rhine and Nice-
Savoy under French rule. These terms Napoleon bluntly refused. On 21 December 
the armies of the fourth Coalition crossed the Rhine into France. Local victories in 
February 1814 so exhilarated Napoleon that he again brushed aside peace offers. 
As a result Britain was able to secure an Allied agreement that they should fight on 
together to a clear decision. 
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 C From: M. Broers, Europe under Napoleon 1799–1815, published in 1996. This 
historian argues that Napoleon’s defeat in Russia, though serious, was only the 
start of his downfall. 

Of the 650,000 troops who began the invasion of Russia, only 93,000 returned. The 
majority of those troops lost were the best. The mainly French central force was 
destroyed: only 25,000 of an original force of 450,000 struggled back to Poland. 
Equally serious was the loss of good cavalry and artillery horses and never again 
would the French have an advantage in this sector. The Russian catastrophe should 
have been the end of Napoleonic domination, but it was only the beginning of the 
process and, for contemporaries, even a victory of these proportions did not signal 
a return of confidence. The campaign of 1812 had all but exhausted Russia both 
financially and militarily, and the Russians themselves were divided over whether to 
pursue Napoleon over their own borders. Metternich kept Austria neutral, still afraid 
to fight even a shattered Grand Army. He tried to arrange peace between Napoleon 
and Russia, which Napoleon saw as an incentive to fight on.

 D From: G. Ellis, The Napoleonic Empire, published in 2003. This historian argues 
that in the end it was Russia that played the most important role in the defeat of 
Napoleon. 

If the military turning point in Napoleon’s fortunes was the disastrous Russian 
campaign of 1812, it nevertheless took all the allies to bring him down in the 
campaigns of 1813–14. In that victory the contribution of Russia was probably the 
decisive factor, helped no doubt by Prussian mobilisation early in 1813. For if Britain 
provided most of the financial backing of the allied coalition, thanks to her heavy 
subsidies, Tsar Alexander I injected the resolute will to pursue and destroy Napoleon 
while he was in retreat. It was this determination, almost a sense of crusade, that 
eventually gave the Allies their superiority over the French. In spite of Napoleon’s 
desperate and often brilliant efforts during the campaigns of 1813–14, he was forced 
to abdicate on 6 April 1814. 

Answer either

2 Assess the view that Napoleon was the ‘heir to the French Revolution’. [45]

or

3 Assess the view that the main reason for Napoleon’s military success in Europe up to 1809 was 
the weaknesses of his enemies. [45]

Candidates are reminded that they must refer to and evaluate relevant interpretations in developing the 
argument in their essay.
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Stalin and the Development of the Cold War in Europe 1941–55

If answering this Option, candidates MUST answer Question 19 and ONE other question.

19 Using these four Passages and your own knowledge, assess the view that the collapse of the 
Grand Alliance at the end of the Second World War was inevitable. [45]

 A From: Michael Lynch, Stalin and Khrushchev: The USSR 1924–1964, published 
in 1990. This historian argues that the only reason for the Grand Alliance was 
the Second World War. 

The coming together of the ‘Big Three’, the Soviet Union, the USA and Britain, 
became known as the ‘Grand Alliance’. However, a more accurate description might 
be a ‘marriage of convenience’. What bound them together was their desire to defeat 
their common enemy. They had little else in common. There were constant disputes 
between the Soviet Union and its two western partners. A major irritant was the 
question of the Second Front. Later on, as the war drew towards its end and the 
defeat of Germany became highly probable, the ideological differences between the 
Soviet Union and the other allies began to resurface. There was fear in the Soviet 
Union that Britain and the USA would attempt to enlist Germany in a war against 
Soviet communism. On the western side, there was anxiety that the Soviet advance 
into Eastern Europe heralded the start of a new period of communist expansion.

 B From: David Williamson, The Cold War in Europe, published in 2002. This 
historian argues that differences between the allies meant their alliance was 
unlikely to last after the war had ended.

It can be argued that the Cold War began from the very moment the communists 
triumphed in the Russian Revolutions of 1917. But if we accept that there was no 
Cold War proper during the 1920s and 1930s, it was Hitler who created the context 
for the Cold War when he invaded the Soviet Union in June 1941 and then, just after 
Pearl Harbour, declared war on the USA. The subsequent defeat of Germany by the 
Soviet Union and their western allies in 1945 at last brought the two superpowers 
– the Soviet Union and the USA – face to face. A few days before he committed 
suicide, Hitler predicted that ‘the laws of history and geography’ would make a conflict 
between these powers inevitable. Some historians see this as the key explanation 
for the Cold War. The causes of the Cold War can be likened to placing a ‘scorpion 
and a tarantula together in a bottle’.

 C From: Oliver Edwards, The USA and the Cold War 1945–1963, published in 
2002. This historian argues that although there were differences in their post-
war aims neither Roosevelt nor Stalin wanted their alliance to break down.

Roosevelt and Stalin shared some post-war objectives. Both agreed on limiting 
the power of Germany. Roosevelt thought that the Soviet Union might be a more 
important ally to the USA than Britain. Stalin genuinely wanted to remain on good 
terms with the USA. Yet in many respects their plans for the post-war world were 
radically different. Roosevelt’s most cherished objective was the creation of the 
United Nations. Stalin’s overriding concern was the security of the Soviet Union. His 
country had paid a high price for victory over Germany. From Stalin’s point of view it 
was essential that the Eastern European states on the Soviet perimeter should have 
similar political and economic systems to the Soviet Union.
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 D From: Mike Sewell, The Cold War, published in 2002. This historian argues 
that there were tensions between the wartime allies but that the collapse of the 
alliance was not inevitable.

With the onset of war in June 1941, Stalin sought an alliance with the West. It was 
an alliance of convenience, of desperation, not trust. Ideological mistrust remained 
strong. This was reinforced by Stalin’s suspicion that the Anglo-American strategy 
was to fight Hitler to the last Russian. During the war, the Soviets discussed post-
war aims with their Western allies. Deals were possible, especially with the British as 
is shown by the agreement on percentages of influence in the Balkans in November 
1944. Differences among the allies were not always Western-Soviet antagonisms. 
Soviet perceptions of Anglo-American friction were encouraged by Roosevelt’s 
actions at Tehran and Yalta on the issue of imperialism. Roosevelt remained confident 
that he could deal with Stalin on the basis of the mutual trust that had been built up 
during the war. The British and the Americans remained confident that they could do 
deals with Stalin.

Answer either

20 Assess the view that the main reason for the USA’s policies and actions in the period from 1945 to 
1949 was that the USA wanted to protect Europe from communism. [45]

or

21 Assess the view that Stalin’s policies in Eastern Europe were more defensive than aggressive in 
the period from 1944 to 1948. [45]

Candidates are reminded that they must refer to and evaluate relevant interpretations in developing the 
argument in their essay.

35

40



6

2589 Jun09© OCR 2009

BLANK PAGE

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE



7

2589 Jun09 Turn over© OCR 2009

BLANK PAGE

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE



8

2589 Jun09© OCR 2009

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations, is given to all schools that receive assessment material and is freely available to download from our public 
website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1PB. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


