Unit G046: Communicating Using Computers

Introduction

There are five tasks identified in the assessment evidence grid.  

Task a requires an organisation and an end user.  It requires an investigation into how the internet and an intranet are being used by an organisation.  This is best done as a practical exercise completed on a real organisation with real end users who can contribute to the report. It may be possible to simulate this using the centre’s systems. Two of the assignments provide scenarios that can be used where the use of a real organisation is not possible.

Task b is an investigation into a website.  The website needs to be a real one.  The website needs to be recreated diagrammatically and an analysis completed of the internet technologies used within it – see the top of page 54 of the specification for a list of valid internet technologies.  The task also looks at the students’ knowledge of how web pages are created – they have to comment on the html code used and explain how different script commands generate what is seen in the browser. Consequently, the website used for this task must be one where the html code is accessible.
Task c is a report on creating and hosting a website.  It requires knowledge of the hardware and software requirements for a web server and for creating a website, an understanding of the different types of connection methods and an idea of the costs involved, as well as the selection of a suitable ISP when a website is to be hosted elsewhere.

Task d requires students to plan a website and design and create one web page from it. The web page should contain evidence of one or more internet technologies.  The students also need to host the web page online. They should use this task to evaluate their own performance.

Task e requires the students to set up a computer for internet and email access.  They need to install, and produce a guide on how to install, a piece of communication software.  They need to change browser settings and create a filing structure for email.  The final part is to send and receive emails and use the filing structure.

The five tasks can be set as a single scenario with all five being completed using the same organisation.  Alternatively, they can be completed as individual assignments with no relationship between them.

