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RESOURCE 2  
 
 
Wind energy in the UK 
 
 
The EU has set the UK a target of providing 
15% of its energy needs from renewable 
sources by 2020. At least 1/5th of this will 
have to come from wind power. Less than 
2% comes from wind farms at present. More 
wind farms – both offshore and on land – will 
need to be built to meet the 2020 targets.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why the UK? 
 
 
 The UK is the windiest place in Europe. 
 
 The technology is available to use wind  

power to generate electricity and make  
a profit. 
 

 The UK already has a national electricity 
grid so wind farms can easily be linked 
to it, wherever they are built. 
 

 The UK is keen to reduce its reliance on 
fossil fuels and the air pollution caused 
by waste products such as carbon,  
sulphur and nitrogen. 
 

 The UK has an excellent network of 
motorways to move the components of 
the wind turbines around the country. 
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RESOURCE 3: Wind Farms Operating in the UK 
 
Low Spinney Wind Farm 
 
The wind farm is situated on working farmland 4 miles north of the small town of Lutterworth in 
Leicestershire. Despite objections from local people and organisations, the farm received planning 
approval in spring 2010 and was opened in September 2011. There are 4 turbines each 125 
metres high. These meet the electricity needs of 5000 households in the region. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        © RenewableUK, The Voice of Marine and Wind Energy 
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RESOURCE 4: Location of Low Spinney Wind Farm 

  
 Area of Low Spinney Wind 

farm 
 

 Wind turbine 
 
Scale: 1:25000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO. © Crown Copyright 2012. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey License 
number 100043707 
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RESOURCE 6  
 
The opinions of 50 local people 
 
Opinion Agree 

strongly 
Agree Disagree Disagree 

strongly 
Wind turbines will create a lot of noise. 35 10 3 2 
Wind turbines will be a danger to walkers. 2 4 4 40 
Wind turbines will spoil the view. 20 10 14 6 
Wind turbines will not create many jobs in 
this area. 

15 25 5 5 

Wind turbines will damage crops and 
animals. 

4 6 10 30 

 

 
Opinions are mixed! 
 
 
Local farmer: The company that built the 
wind farm paid me good money and I’ve not 
seen any bad effects on my crops or cows. 
 

Local resident: I didn’t really want the turbines 
here but I know we need more energy from 
renewable resources. 

Conservationist: The wind farm will be a 
disaster for wildlife as the noise and 
movement will affect nesting and breeding. 
Horses may be spooked too. 
 

Government official: The wind is free and the 
wind farm will not produce any greenhouse 
gases or pollutants after being built. We can 
reduce our use of fossil fuels. 

Visitor: Wind turbines are an interesting 
feature of the landscape. Turbines do not 
spoil the view any more than existing 
churches, pylons and telephone poles. 

Energy expert: Wind turbines cannot produce 
maximum energy without constantly high wind 
speeds. You need 24 000 turbines to generate 
the same electricity as 1 coal-fired power 
station.  
 

Local councillor: Putting 125 metre high 
turbines close to our churches is vandalism. 
Turbines are a terrible eyesore and spoil the 
views. Property prices will drop and they are 
not producing jobs in this area. 
 

Company spokesperson: Turbines need not 
be large. They are available in a range of sizes 
to suit residents and businesses in towns and 
villages. The Low Spinney site will produce 
enough electricity for 5000 households. 
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