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HOW SHOULD PORTUGAL MANAGE ITS CORK OAK
FORESTS FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE?

Iberian lynx — an Cork oak — stripping
endangered species the bark

The Iberian lynx and cork oak are two elements of the
cork oak ecosystem



BLANK PAGE



GRAPH 1: CLIMATE OF EVORA, A SETTLEMENT IN THE
ALENTEJO REGION
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SKETCH 1: HOW THE CORK OAK IS ADAPTED TO THE CLIMATE

Small, waxy leaves

Leaves intercept 26% of rainwater
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Grows slowly,
long life span

15 metres high

Thick bark
Unpleasant-tasting bark

Deep and
extensive
root system

Able to store water
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ONE USE OF CORK: STOPPERS FOR BOTTLES OF OLIVE OIL
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ADVERTISEMENT 1: TOURISM IN THE ALENTEJO REGION

ENJOY A QUIET HOLIDAY WALKING IN THE ALENTEJO
Stay with local farmers. Share their lives for a short
while and experience cork oak farming first hand

Leave the car behind and stroll through beautiful olive
groves, green meadows and cork oak forests

Feast on local food. Lamb and goat that grazed in the
forests and fish caught off the nearby Atlantic coast

Avoid the crowds. Be part of a small group enjoying
but not destroying the environment of the Alentejo




FACTFILE

CORK OAK FORESTRY
Cork, the bark of the cork oak tree, regrows in 9 years

Cork oaks store much more carbon dioxide when the bark
is stripped

Cork oak forestry provides 20000 jobs in Portugal

EUCALYPTUS FORESTRY
The climate of the Alentejo is ideal for growing eucalyptus
Eucalyptus releases chemicals poisonous to other plants

The price of eucalyptus for paper making is rising

PROMOTING TOURISM

Tourism offers an alternative income to the Alentejo’s
farmers

Tourism may disturb the breeding patterns of the rare
Iberian lynx

Some areas of cork oak are cleared to build tourist
facilities
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its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1PB.

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment
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